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AEA Supporting descriptors 
 

1 – Outstanding 
 

1. Student shows high levels of effort at all times both within and outside the classroom. 

2. Student displays a consistently positive, conscientious and committed attitude to their studies. 

3. Student works independently and takes responsibility for their learning. 

4. Student tasks are always completed to a high standard (relative to ability). 

5. Student responds to their own targets as well as those set by the teacher. 

6. Student undertakes all independent tasks, they are completed to deadlines and may go beyond 

what was expected (e.g. evidence of background reading, additional research). 

2 – Good 
 

1. Student always shows the effort required; at times considerable effort is shown. 

2. Student completes all work to a high standard (relative to ability). At times the standard 

expected is exceeded. 

3. Student works independently and has started to take responsibility for their learning. 

4. Student is conscientious and seeks to improve. 

5. Student responds to targets set by the teacher and has begun to respond to their own targets. 

6. Student undertakes all independent tasks; they are completed to deadlines and are of a good 

standard. 

3 - Improvement needed 
 

1. Student usually shows the effort required; there may be occasions when it is not shown and 

progress is compromised as a result. 

2. Student completes work to an acceptable standard (relative to ability). 

3. Student is able to work independently when given instructions to do so. 

4. Student displays a largely positive attitude to learning. 

5. Student responds to targets set by the teacher. 

6. Student undertakes independent tasks, they are mostly completed to deadlines and are of an 

acceptable standard (although could be better). 

 
4 - Cause for Concern 
 

1. Student effort shown is below that which is required to maximise performance; 

underachievement is likely as a result. 

2. Student doesn’t always complete work to their full potential. 

3. Student doesn’t take full responsibility for their learning; needs support to improve focus when 

working independently. 

4. Student may become inattentive and distract others at times. 

5. Curriculum area or whole Academy sanctions may have been used. 

6. There may be gaps in the independent tasks set and/or some tasks are sometimes submitted 

late. 



 


