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Meteor Club 
Small in size, big on 
impact. A day in the 
life of  one of our 
popular after school 
facilities. 

Learning Hub 
Our students were 
asked to re-word the 
NHS Constitutional 
Values. Here’s the 
result. 

DLD 
The O2, Zoo Lab, 
some unusual sports 
and more on the last 
Deeper Learning 
Day of 2013 . 

Welcome        ...from the Principal 
I am delighted to introduce our first Academy newsletter. As Christmas approaches and 
I look back over the last term, I am amazed at the amount that has been achieved here at 
Mark Hall Academy.  
 
I am grateful to the staff for their hard work in providing the students with an increasingly wide 
range of opportunities to develop their skills and abilities. I am constantly amazed by the wealth 
of talent, creativity and ideas exhibited by the students and their willingness to engage in new 
ideas. They have certainly made a good start in living up to our mission to ‘Aspire, Endeavour, 
Achieve’, whether it be through our sporting triumphs, exploring their understanding of the 
world through the Arts and Humanities or rising to the challenge of active citizenship projects 
and student leadership to improve their community and their Academy. I feel privileged to work 
with such inspiring and committed young people. 
  
There has been a real buzz around the Academy this term with a range of students helping to 
re-structure and re-vitalise our Student Voice work. I have been extremely impressed by the 
students’ generosity and willingness to volunteer for projects and to give up their time to work in 
partnership with staff on developing this area. Next term we will be launching our new ‘Voices’ 
which will see students engaged in ‘Academy Driving Groups’ linked to ‘Learning’, 
‘Environment’ and ‘Culture and Ethos’. Student leaders will also be linked to subject areas and 
will develop their vision and action plans for academy improvement. I am sure we will move 
ahead rapidly with all their ideas over the next two terms. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you, the parents and carers, for supporting all our young people in 
their endeavours. I have enjoyed meeting a good number of you at Consultation Evenings, 
Open Evenings and through the newly formed Parents’ Council. Details about the Parents’ 
Council can be found on our website at http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/about-us/parents/. I hope 
many more of you will be able to join us at these meetings in the future. I look forward to 
meeting more of you over the next term. 
 
Best Wishes for a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Corinne Franceschi 
Principal 

Key Dates 
 

Monday 6
th
 January    Staff Training Day; non-student day 

Tuesday 7
th
 January    First day back for students; Spring term 

Friday 17
th
 January     Year 11 reports issued 

Wednesday 22
nd

 January   Parents’ Council Meeting 
Tuesday 11

th
 February   Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

 

Monday 17
th
 – Friday 21

st
 February HALF TERM BREAK 

http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/about-us/parents/


The sound of the bell at 3.10 to some 
means the end of the day but here in the 
Meteor After School Club it feels like it is 
just the beginning. 
 
Students arrive buzzing from their day, 
rushing to sign in on the register like their life 
depended on it. Friendly banter exchanged 
between the varied age groups as they pick 
their favourite spots within the library. As if on 
auto-pilot, lap-tops are booked out, pens and 
pencils collected and the ticking over of their 
brains can almost be heard whilst they decide 
what piece of homework they are going to 

tackle first. A student volunteers to do the head count and organise drinks to refresh them. 
 
An array of conversations begins as History projects and Algebra equations are discussed before pen 
goes to paper. Throughout the first hour students come and go, some just needing a rest bite before 
attempting the long walk home, others not fancying going home to an empty house, so wait for working 
parents to pick them up. 
 
My role of course is to ensure that their work gets completed to the best of their ability, offering alternative 
ways in which it can be presented, to make the task more enjoyable. To lend a helping hand to those who 
may be unsure, made easier of course by willing, eager students who voluntarily attend. 
 
The second hour quickly approaches and students are rewarded with free healthy snacks and the offer of 
a craft activity or a game is searched out. Chess is very popular at present and a tally of winners is kept to 
win a token prize at the end of the term. It’s also a good first game as quiet, whilst others finish up. 
Currently presents are being made for family members for Christmas, so paints and glue, material and 
threads are excitedly gathered from the cupboard to enable them to work on them further before having to 
make their leave. 
 
A quick collection of cups and unneeded supplies by me is now done, as I know the last few members 
enjoy me playing a game or comparing a quiz until the end. 5.30 comes and the last ‘see ya miss’ is 
heard, as the door closes. 
 

Mrs Parker 
Meteor Club Co-ordinator 

Don’t forget that the Film 

Club runs every Friday 

after school in the Library. 

It’s free to join and an 

application form can be 

collected from Mrs Parker 



MFL and History 
Collaborative Trip 
MFL department have two exciting 

trips lined up for the new year. 

Our Year 11  German and History 
students are going to Berlin in February 
and will be visiting a number of places of 
historical interest including The 
Brandenburg Gate, The Reichstag, 
Checkpoint Charlie and a day trip to 
Sachsenhausen. 

Year 8 and 9 Spanish students are going 
to Barcelona in June to soak up the 
culture and practise their language skills. 
The trip include some Language school 
lessons, visits to Sagrada Familia and 
Casa Mila and an excursion to 
PortAventura theme park. 

Year 11 Trip to The Orchard Theatre 
 
Written by Willy Russell, the legendary Blood 
Brothers tells the captivating and moving tale of 
twins who, separated at birth, grow up on opposite 
sides of the tracks, only to meet again with fateful 
consequences. Their familial relationship is 
concealed by their guardians who strive to keep them 
apart because of superstitious beliefs. 

Despite relocating, their lives continue to intertwine, 
but the deep divisions between the privileged life of 
Edward and Mickey’s poverty-stricken existence are 
wholly apparent. As they try to conquer the social 
divisions which hinder their friendship, they must deal 
with the harsh realities of class consciousness; 
Edward goes on to study at Oxford whilst Mickey is 
forced into a life of crime through unemployment. 

As adults, they are caught up in a vicious love 
triangle with Mickey’s childhood sweetheart Linda. 
Mickey’s imprisonment and subsequent depression 
pushes Linda into the arms of the conciliatory 
Edward. A desperate Mickey takes drastic action 
against his fraternal twin which will ultimately expose 
their true identities. 

On 20th November Ms Brown and Mr Green (no Art 
pun intended!) took Yr11 Drama students to see 
“Blood Brothers” at The Orchard Theatre, in Dartford, 
Kent.  Our students were writing live reviews of the 
play as part of their GCSE coursework.  For some it 
was their first trip to the theatre, and many were 
bitten by the theatre bug, especially Adam Cutts and 
Hannah Hopkins.  A great evening was had by all – 
a special thank you to Mr Green who came to the 
rescue with the minibus!!!! 
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Celebrating Success 

In their last speaking 
assessment 50% of Year 
11 German Students 
achieved an A or A* 



All of the pupils in Year 8 spent the day with 
the PE Department. The idea was to allow 
the pupils to participate in an inter-form competition. They 
participated in a range of activities including Blind Football, 
Teambuilding, Fencing and Rock-It-Ball during lessons 1-4. 
In lesson 5 the whole year group came over and completed a 
Tug of War competition; firstly form vs. form and then boys 
vs. girls. The behaviour and effort levels from every student 
were brilliant and the day was enjoyed by all. Special 
congratulations go to form 8:2 who were the overall winners, 
well done! Special thanks go to Miss Ruffles, Mr Bedding, Mr 
Bolden and Miss Cameron for running the day and to all Year 
8 pupils for putting in 100% effort and taking part to the best 
of their abilities. 

Deeper Learning Day                  Deeper Learning Day  

It was a day of “BIG ISSUES – BIG QUESTIONS” 

for our Year 10 students. 

Modern Religious Studies often focuses on the Big 
Questions about life. Students search for answers 
and are taught to examine both sides of any debate. 
Typical topics include: the Death Penalty; Abortion 
and Animal Cruelty. As well as discussing different 
religious perspectives non-religious perspectives are 

examined too. In that light Year 10 students entered 
into the recent Deep Learning Day with a degree of 
trepidation as well as interest and enthusiasm. Up for 
debate was the sensitive topic of Euthanasia. 

Mr. Wiles began the day with an introduction that 
examined the wishes of “locked-in syndrome” 
sufferer Tony Nicklinson who was left paralysed after 
suffering a stroke in 2005, at the age of 51. In the 
years that followed, he started a legal battle for a 
right to assisted death. On 16 August 2012, his 
request was turned down by the High Court of 
Justice. On learning the outcome of his appeal, he 
refused to eat, contracted pneumonia, deteriorated 
rapidly and died a week later on 22 August 2012, 
aged 58. 

Students worked in class groups looking at case 
studies and the law, participated in role plays and 
debate, as well as examining the views of different 
religions with regard to “assisted suicide” and 
“voluntary euthanasia”. Despite the gravity of the 
topic, students responded very well and learnt a 
huge amount about expressing opinions and 
understanding alternative opinions as well as the 
subject itself. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assisted_death
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Court_of_Justice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Court_of_Justice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pneumonia


Deeper Learning Day                  Deeper Learning Day  
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The Performing and Creative Arts Faculty took 
Year 7 to the O2 to visit The British Music 
Experience.  The students took part in a 
“Backstage at the BRIT’s” workshop, looking at 
how skills within the Arts lead to fun and exciting 
careers.  The students were fabulous and a great 
day was had by all…especially as Rafal Nadal 
just happened to be playing on the day and our 
students got to see him in action! 

 
The Science department 
transformed as we welcomed 
staff and animals from Zoo Lab.  
Some of  our Year 9 students 
got to experience and gain 
knowledge of a variety of 
animals including, two giant 
Madagascan snails, a tree frog, 
a Dagu (a rodent native to Chilli), 
scorpion, giant cockroach and a 
corn snake.   
 
All students were able to interact 

with the animals while Staff from Zoo Lab talked about the 
environments in which the animals live.  Year 9 girls were a lot 
braver than the boys and the majority touched the animals. 

Some Year 9 students worked on 
manufacturing steam boats to sail on the 
manmade water tank in technology.   



insisting on quality of services and 
aiming to get the basics right all of 
the t ime, such as safety, 
confidentiality, professional and 
managerial honesty, responsibility 
and communication. 
People’s feedback is welcome to 
help us learn from our mistakes and 
build on our success.  

 
Value 4 

Respect and Dignity 
Each person’s individuality is 
valued and we respect their life 
choices as well as try to understand 
their priorities, needs, strengths and 
weaknesses. What people say is 
taken seriously and we will be 
honest in what we say as well as 
highlight what we can and cannot 
do. 

Value 5     
Working together for patients 
We will always put the patients first 
by working as a team with the 
patient, their family, carers and 
o ther  profess iona ls  before 
organisational boundaries. 

Value 6  
Compassion 
We will make time to be kind and 
comfort you, to help ease your pain 
and distress when you need our 
help. 

 

All students then chose a value 
which they represented with a 
painting. They then worked with two 
graphic designers to produce six 
posters which were given to the 
NHS team. 
S t u d e n t s  t h e n  h o s t e d  a 
presentation event on Thursday 
28th November for VIPs from the 
NHS, Essex County Council and 
the Academy Leadership team. 

The students were presented with 
their finished posters a set of 
postcards which they were told 
would now be displayed in hospitals 
and doctors surgeries across the 
country. 
This is a huge honour for our 
students and the Academy and they 
should feel extremely proud of the 
work they produced.  
   
 

This month saw the culmination 
of the project the Learning Hub 
students have been working on 
with both Health England East of 
England and the Essex County 
Council Involvement Team. 
 
Our students were asked to re-word 
the NHS Constitutional Values to 
ensure that they are accessible to 
children and young people. They 
were also to design and produce 
posters which would illustrate each 
of the values.    
Our students began by researching 
facts and the history of the NHS. 
They learned that the NHS is one of 
the world’s largest employers and 
treats over one million patients 
every 36 hours! 
 
They then worked in groups in 
order to re-word each of the 
constitutional values and they are 
as follows; 
 

Value 1    
Everyone Counts 
We will always use what we have to 
help everyone, some people need 
more help than others and we will 
make sure they get that help. We all 
need to be part of helping everyone 
stay healthy. 

 Value 2  
Improving lives 
Everyone is special to the NHS, we 
will work together and use all our 
experience to improve your health 
and overall experience of the NHS 

 
Value 3 

Commitment to quality of care 
Patients trust is earned by us 

The Learning Hub 
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Doctor Who, JLS and the EastEnders cast 
were among the highlights of this year's 
BBC Children in Need, which beat last 
year's record money-raising total.  
The on-the-night total of over £31m 

raised surpassed last year's £26m. 

Fund-raising events took place around the 
UK including  at Mark Hall Academy. 
 

 
The majority of the money was raised 
through the “PJ/Onesie” wearing for the 
day.  Mrs Franceschi and Mr Osborne 
joined students at lunchtime sporting 
fetching “onesies” themselves for some 
great photo opportunities. 
 

During the week leading up to Children in Need, Prefects 
collected the “PJ” money in Home Groups and lunchtime 
a basketball competition was held in the West Gym and 
the Astroturf was open to all for an entrance fee of 50p 
per student. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the Academic day had ended the 
LRC was transformed into a cinema and 
55 students watched a film and ate 
popcorn. 
 
It was a great day and everybody had 

fun.  The total raised by the Academy 

was £850.  Well done to all students, 

prefects and staff who supported the day. 

 

The Year 7 Hub Club made biscuits and cakes to sell.  The 

cakes were a big hit and sold out. 



X COUNTRY 
On Tuesday 8th October, the 
PE Department took 30 pupils 
from Years 7-11 to Burnt Mill for 
the West Essex X Country event 
to compete against other schools. 
There were some excellent results 
particularly from the Year 7s 
where the pupils had not as much 
experience at running in this type 
of event before. 
Special mentions go to - Year 
7  1st David Badmus 2nd Chay 
Cooper and in the girls race 6th 
Katie Coles.  Year 8/9 6th Lucas 
Riddoch Year 10/11 – 1st Canaan 
Soloman 3rd Ben Pattison and in 
the girls race 1st Jodi Ratcliff. 
Miss Cameron and Mr Bolden 
who attended the event were 
incredibly proud of all students 
who took part, especially on such 
a cold and blustery day, well done! 
 
FOOTBALL 
The Year 7 football team have had 
a fantastic start to the year with 
some excellent results including a 
17-2 win against King Harold and 
a 5-4 win against West Hatch in 
the Essex Cup. Mr Bolden would 
like to thank all of his players in 
particular Chay Cooper, Charlie 
Bliss and Mason White who have 
demonstrated excellent leadership 
skills within the team. Well done! 
The Year 10 football team have 
done very well, progressing 
through their first two games  and 
have reached the Quarter Finals 
of the Essex Cup vs Barking 
Abbey.  They are also in the 2

nd
 

round of the West Essex Cup 
Games to be played in the New 
Year. In particular, Mr Stockdale 
would like to congratulate Joe 
Badmus, Ethan Smith and Jake 
V e n o u r  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g 
performances and leadership skills 

demonstrated throughout. Well 
done! 

The Year 11 team also won their 
first round fixture and are in the 2nd 
round of the West Essex Cup vs 
Debden Park which will be played 
in the New Year. Mr Stockdale 
would also like to congratulate 
Josh Manley and Jack Parker in 
particular for some outstanding 
performances, well done! 
 
GIRLS FOOTBALL 
The Year 8 and 9 girls football 
team played their first friendly 
fixtures at Passmores against St 
Marks, Passmores and Stewards. 
The girls came 4th out of 7 teams 
which was a fantastic effort for a 
new team! Miss Cameron would 
like to congratulate Kirsten 
Harridance, Alisha Munn and 
Lovelace Plange on outstanding 
performances. Well done! 
More games to be played with all 
year groups in the new year, with 
a Harlow Schools Football 
tournament taking place in the 
middle of January. 
 
NETBALL 
The Year 10/11 and Year 9 netball 
teams took part in the West Essex 
Netball tournament in October 
hosted at Mark Hall. Both teams 
did well, missing some key players 
due to injury and late withdrawals 
but performed the best they could 
in every game and did themselves 
proud. The Year 10/11 team came 
3rd and the Year 9 team finished 
4

th
. Miss Cameron would like to 

congratulate both teams with 
particular mentions going to 
Georgina Dobson, Olivia Miles 
and Lucy Hitch in Year 11 and 
Eloise Linford, Charlotte 
Kemble and Summer Page in 
Year 9. Well done! 

 
RUGBY 
The Year 10/11 Rugby team 
played very well and beat Burnt 
Mill 21-7 with 2 tries from Jack 
Garner. They were extremely 
unlucky to lose to Stewards in the 
last play of the game 28-27. The 
boys only had 13 players whilst 
Stewards fielded a full team and 
they showed excellent guts and 
determination to fight right until the 
final whistle. Mr Bedding would 
like to thank all of the boys 
involved, in particular Andrius 
Savcenko, Ethan Smith and Ellis 
Dowsett. Well done! 
 
BASKETBALL 
The Year 7 boys basketball team 
have attended 2 tournaments this 
term. The first at St Johns in 
Epping and the second at 
Passmores.  In the lat ter 
tournament, the boys had a bigger 
squad and entered an “A” and a 
“B” team. Both teams did 
incredibly well, the “A” team 
finishing 2nd place and the “B” 
team finishing in 1st place. Chay 
Cooper and Charlie Bliss were 
both mentioned as candidates for 
the Most Valuable Player award 
within the tournament as well. Mr 
Bolden would like to thank and 
congratulate all involved. Well 
done! 
  
  

Sports Round-up 

The PE Department would like to firstly take this opportunity to 
thank all the students who have attended extra curricular clubs 
and represented the Academy during the Autumn Term. There 
have a been some outstanding individual and team results this 
term and none of this would have been possible without the 
dedication and commitment of the students so thank you and 
KEEP IT UP!! 


