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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been a long term (the longest of the school year). Looking back to warmer, sunnier days in 
September seems a long time ago and it is remarkable to reflect back on all that has happened. It 
has been a very positive and busy term with a great many achievements; the most recent being 
our delightful Carol Concert last week with superb performances from a range of students. 
 
A Highly Successful Term 
We started the term with a series of highly successful events: the Meet the Tutor Evening, our 
Open Evening event and tours, our Year 11 Expectations Evening and a visit from the Department 
for Education (DfE) to look at the progress we have made since becoming an academy. Our 
Visitors’ Book has recorded numerous positive comments from parents and other visitors to the 
academy this term. They all cite how calm and purposeful the academy is and what tremendous 
changes have been made: 
“Very impressed with our tour. Pupils were all well behaved and focussed in class.” 
Rosemary Prince from the DfE reported the following: 

 There is a real energy and drive at leadership level that has been embraced by and 
translated through to staff and students 

 This is a really well ordered school 

 Lessons are well-planned and well structured 

 Students are enjoying their learning; there were fun and engaging activities and good 
learning relationships 

 
Students Supporting Improvements 
I am delighted with the way our new Year 7 have settled in to the Academy and our Year 11 have 
been impeccable in their conduct and attitude for their mock exams. Our Year 8 to Year 7 buddy 
system has worked very well and, more recently, our Year 10 have been trained and are running a 
Peer Reading group with some of our Year 7. Their care, attention to detail and commitment has 
been a pleasure to witness.  
 
I am also pleased to report that our Student Senior Leadership Team has been trained and they 
are involved in improvement planning projects ‘by students for students’. They meet regularly with 
each other and with members of the Academy Leadership Team and we are very proud of what 
they have achieved so far. The Academy has also been buzzing with the elections for our new 
style student council which we have created as our ‘Student Parliament’. We have roles that mirror 
our own British Parliament and the students have embraced our very own Mark Hall Academy 
democratic process! We look forward to some exciting developments in the Spring term and a visit 
from our local MP, Robert Halfon. 



 
Thank you to all of you for your support and contributions for our recent Children in Need day. As 
ever, the students got involved with all manner of events and activities. We had an excellent day as 
super heroes and raised around £800.  
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
I am pleased to inform you that we continue to make vital progress in meeting our targets for 
attendance and punctuality and have improved significantly from the same time last year. If 
students are not in the academy, they cannot learn and achieve. The absolute minimum 
attendance for a student is 95%. Even this percentage equates to two whole weeks a year being 
missed. We will seek to have penalty notices where fines may be issued if students are persistently 
absent.  
 
Students arriving late to the academy on more than one occasion in the same week will serve a 
lunchtime detention.  This then allows for one genuine lateness before we issue a consequence. If 
the lateness continues, there will be an escalation to extended detentions and the student being 
placed on report if they cannot get to the academy on time. Please impress upon your child the 
importance of getting to the academy on time. It is a legal requirement of all parents/carers to 
ensure they get their child to school and on time. 
 
Holidays during term time are not permitted. Fixed penalty notices will be issued to any 
parent who takes their child on holiday during term time. 
 
Uniform 
Now that winter is here, may I take this opportunity to remind you of some key uniform rules that 
must be adhered to: 
 

 Black v-neck jumper. No hoodies, cardigans, jumpers, sweatshirts, tracksuit tops, 
waistcoats, body warmers, denim jackets etc. are to be worn. Hoodies and other items 
listed above are NOT to be worn to and from the Academy. They must remain at home. 

 Outdoor coats should be of a plain dark colour, with no logos. Hoodies, denim and other 
products of fashion are not allowed (as above) 

 Scarves should be plain Academy sky blue or black; fashion-type, patterned scarves 
are not permitted and should remain at home. 

 
The full guide (Academy Uniform and Dress Code Expectations) can be found on the website at: 
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/academy-life/uniform/ 
 
Parent Council 
A reminder that our Parent Council is open to any parent that would like to contribute positively to 
the life of the Academy. The council meets each half term on the third Wednesday of every month 
between 5.15 – 6.15 p.m. to discuss a range of issues in order to offer its opinions.  It is a means 
of opening up dialogue and feedback on what the academy is doing, why, and giving parents the 
opportunity to contribute to policy making on issues which affect them. More information and the 
terms of reference can be found at: http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/about-us/parents/ 
The next meeting will be held on 21st January 2015 

http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/academy-life/uniform/
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/about-us/parents/


Dates for your Diary 
Please note that the end of term date for the Summer term 2015 has been changed to Friday 
17th July.  
 
Monday 5th January – Staff Training Day; non-student day 
Tuesday 7th January – First day back for students; Spring term 
Thursday 8th January – Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 21st January – Options Evening 
Wednesday 21st January – Parents’ Council Meeting 
Thursday 26th February – Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Monday 16th – Friday 20th February HALF TERM BREAK 
 
May I wish you and your family and friends a very happy Christmas and a peaceful and successful 
New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Corinne Franceschi 
Principal 

 


