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Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 

Safety to and from the Academy 
 

You may have seen news reports regarding a current and very unpleasant fad of people dressing up as clowns in 
order to frighten people. The police are taking this matter very seriously, even if it is discovered to be a prank. The 
Harlow Community Police have contacted the academy and asked that if you or your child experience any sightings 
that they should be reported to them using the 101 telephone number.  There is some very useful general advice 
on the Metropolitan Police’s website: http://content.met.police.uk/Site/Advice 
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you of the importance of travelling safely to and from the 
Academy and offer some well-founded guidance on what you and your child can do to maximise personal safety: 
 

 If your child has to leave the Academy on their own during the day for an appointment, please ensure that you 
have discussed personal safety issues with them and agreed their journey if you are unable to collect them. 

 If possible travel with a friend or group of friends. 

 Stay alert – Keep an eye on everything that is happening around you. 

 Avoid wearing earphones or chatting on your mobile phone, as this will distract you from your surroundings 
and you may not see or hear trouble approaching. The sooner you are aware of potential danger, the easier it 
is to avoid it. 

 Trust your instincts – If you have a ‘funny feeling’ about someone or something, don’t ignore it, act on it 
straight away. 

 Take the route you know best and stick to busy, well-lit streets. 

 Avoid danger spots like subways, deserted parks and badly-lit areas. 

 Walk in the middle of the pavement, facing oncoming traffic. This will avoid any cars driving up alongside you 
as you walk. 

 Think about your route home. Where would be a safe place to go if something went wrong? Safe places might 
be busy places like shops or garages, friends’ houses or a police station. 

 

Summary advice for parents: 
 

 Talk: Have a discussion with your son or daughter about safety and strangers. It can be useful to find out how 
a child defines a "stranger".  

 Ask: After talking to children, it is important to ask them what they saw or heard on the way home. 

 Show: It can be helpful for parents to practice with their children what they have talked about. E.g. walking a 
particular route home. 

 Know: Make sure children know who, when, where and how to get help. For example, they should know their 
address, and phone number; how to phone the police, or emergency contact. 

 
We will be reinforcing these points with students in assemblies and Home Group time. We also address the topic of 
personal safety through our PSHE curriculum and tutor programme throughout the year. 
 
Please take the time to discuss this important matter with your child. A more detailed set of guidelines, issued by 
the excellent Suzy Lamplugh Trust can also be accessed at http://www.suzylamplugh.org/personal-safety-tips/ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs C Franceschi 
Principal 
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