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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome back after, what I hope, was an enjoyable and relaxing summer for you and your family. I am 
pleased to report that our new Year 7 students have settled in extremely well and are looking smart and 
responding positively, politely and confidently in their new learning environment. 
 

Refurbishment and Improvements to the Academy 
It has been a busy time here at the Academy over the summer with our next phase of refurbishment: 

 

 Water tanks on roofs of both West and East blocks replaced so that we have better quality water 
throughout the Academy and reduced risk of flooding. 

 Replacement of underground pipes to eliminate leaks giving rise to damp in certain areas and to 
ensure heating is operational across the Academy. 

 Decoration of the West technical corridor, East block stairwell, landings in both blocks and 11 
classrooms re-decorated. 

 Broken blinds replaced and new ones ordered. 

 ICT upgrade with full re-cabling of all areas of the Academy so we now have state of the art ICT 
backbone with fibre optic technology with increased operating speeds. 

 Audio visual installation – 16 new LED monitors and 16 new interactive projectors installed in 
classrooms so that students and teachers have the most modern technology available. 

 Wireless network installed to enable wireless throughout the Academy. 

 Creation of Learning Hub so that inclusive alternative and additional learning provision is housed 
under one roof in an easily accessible area. 

 

It has been a huge undertaking to complete these works in such a short space of time but well worth it 
as students and staff now have a brighter, fresher and more positive learning environment. My gratitude 
goes to all the support staff who have worked tirelessly and with great patience during this programme.  
 

Significant progress in our first year of GCSE results 
I would like to congratulate our students, staff and parents/carers, all of whom have helped bring about 
significant progress in this our first year as Mark Hall Academy. 

 

 Overall achievement up by 12% on the previous school’s results last year 

 Boys’ achievement up by 15% 

 Levels of expected progress up by 10% in both English and mathematics 
 

I am enormously proud of our students and staff. The improvement in results, all achieved in what is 
essentially two terms for Year 11, is phenomenal. The Academy has bucked the national trend of 
grades going down. These results demonstrate the importance of our high aspirations and will spur us 
on to even greater achievements next year. 
 

Early Closure – Open Evening, Thursday 25
th

 September 
Advanced notice that we shall be holding our annual Open Evening for prospective parents and their 
children on Thursday 25

th
 September. In order to set up for this event, the Academy day will finish at 

12.30 p.m. and students will be dismissed at this time. Any student eligible for a free school meal will be 
able to collect a packed lunch from the Canteen at break time.  

 



We are delighted that many students are keen to support and help out on the night as Student Leaders. 
They will be issued with a letter this week which will require parental permission to be given. 

 

Absence during term time 
Please can I remind parents/carers that students should not take time off during term time and requests 
will only be considered for approval under exceptional circumstances. The Academy does not 
support holidays requested during term time. If a request is made for leave of absence and this is 
not approved and the student does not attend during the stated period then a fixed penalty notice could 
be issued upon the student’s return.  

 

Parent Council 
I would like to remind you that we have a Parent Council which meets each half term on the third 
Wednesday of every month between 5.15 – 6.15 p.m. to discuss a range of issues in order to offer its 
opinions.  It is a means of opening up dialogue and feedback on what the academy is doing, why, and 
giving parents the opportunity to contribute to policy making on issues which affect them. More 
information and the terms of reference can be found at: http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/about-us/parents/ 

 

Future meetings will be held on (all meetings start at 5.15pm) 
1

st
 October 2014  

19
th
 November 2014 

21
st
 January 2015 

 

11
th
 March 2015 

29
th
  April 2015 

17
th
 June 2015 

 
Uniform 

 As the weather starts to get colder, please can I remind all parents/carers and students of a few 
of rules: Black v-neck jumper with blue stripe on v-neck. No hoodies, cardigans, jumpers, 
sweatshirts, tracksuit tops, waistcoats, body warmers, denim jackets etc. are to be worn. 
Hoodies and other items listed above are NOT to be worn to and from the Academy. They 
must remain at home. 

 Outdoor coats should be of a plain dark colour, with no logos. Hoodies, denim and other products 
of fashion are not allowed (as above). 

 Scarves should be plain Academy sky blue or black; fashion-type, patterned scarves are 
not permitted and should remain at home. 
 

The full guide (Academy Uniform and Dress Code Expectations) can be found on the website at: 
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/academy-life/uniform/. 
Finally, may I congratulate all students on their smart appearance and excellent behaviour over the past 
few days.  I would like to say that staff feel that students have returned to the academy this term with a 
particularly positive and calm attitude and we look forward to working with your sons and daughters to 
ensure that they have a successful and rewarding time over the coming year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Corinne Franceschi 
Principal 
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