
M
a
rk

 H
a

ll 
A

c
a
d
e

m
y
 

Inspire        

 

Here are just some of the things we couldn’t even fit in this term’s Newsletter: 

 

Spring 2014 



We have now been an academy for just two terms and we are most definitely ‘on the move’. We have had 
numerous visitors to the academy this term, including parents of Year 5 and 6 students, members of the 
local business community, guest presenters and members of the Local Authority and our sponsor 
Academy Transformation Trust. All of them have said how calm, positive and forward looking the 
academy is and how confident and welcoming the students are. Those who were familiar with the 
predecessor school cannot believe the transformation we have made in such a short space of time; those 
who have only heard things about the predecessor school cannot believe the contrast between what they 
have heard and the reality of what is now a friendly and purposeful academy.  
 
We will not stand still; there is always room for improvement and there are always things that we can do 
better. We are on a remarkable journey of transformation and I am grateful to the Parents’ Council, the 
Staff Welfare Group and to the Student Leaders and Voice groups who are working with us, to help us 
evaluate our progress and refine our improvement planning. 
 
Events and Charity Days – A chance for fun, learning and celebration 
Thank you for your support and contributions for ‘Helen’s Day’ (Mrs Farrington) and for Sport’s Relief. 
Both days brought us all together as a community and brought smiles to our faces. Staff and students 
were inventive and creative in raising money and we raised over £1, 500 across two consecutive Fridays. 
 
World Book Day had students’ jaws dropping and eyes popping! They could not believe the extent to 
which staff had gone in dressing up as their favourite characters from books. We had Mad Hatters, Black 
Beauty, vampires, the Crocodile from Peter Pan, Cruella de Ville and so many more! Lunch time saw a 
frenzy of searches for Harry Potter’s wand in an attempt to win prizes. The conversations between staff 
and students about their passion for literature and reading was inspiring. Please encourage your 
children to read – it is an essential life skill and opens up the mind to creativity, amazing ideas and 
knowledge! 
 
I wish you a happy and restful Easter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Corinne Franceschi 
Principal 

A message from the 
Principal 

Congratulations to a number of students 
who achieved A’s & A*’s in their first 
French speaking exam.  Good luck in 
your other controlled assessments 
coming up! 
 

ELLIE BURRELL-BICKER, ELLIS 
HARTLEY, JAMES HILLIER, LUCY 
HITCH, SOPHIA KAHN, CYNTHIA 
KINDAGAIRE, JOSH MANLEY, MAY 
SHOWUMI, HARRISON THOMSEN 
 

… and a B for CHARLIE BEVAN and 

LOUIS ROSE! 

On behalf of Quasar Elite Harlow we would 
like to thank you for your recent visit on 
Tuesday. 
I would like to say how well behaved the 
children where and we look forward to seeing 
you in the future. 
Kind regards, 
Charlotte Simpson. 
 
... the change in the school is absolutely 
amazing and is so heartening to see, so well 
done to you all!! 
Jill Thomas 
SEN Inclusion Commissioner 



As part of this enrichment facility students are encouraged to write reviews on the website to 
help in improving their literacy skills. Reviews can be written about films watched in the club like 
the Golden Compass which we watched during the week of 24 February, in connection with 
Polar Bear Day on the 28th or films that have been watched at home with family members and 
on occasions watched as a treat at the local cinema. 
 
Below is a review from two of our members recently posted on the website which includes one 
such trip to the cinema to watch The LEGO Movie. 
 

The LEGO Movie - I would give it 5 Stars out of 5 
 
 LEGO movie was… bricky. I mean if you combine LEGO and 
Morgan Freeman (The best actor/narrator ever) you can’t really go 
wrong. The film was awesome and had a nice and steady paced 
storyline. It was good because it wasn’t hard to keep up with 
everything. It also had its share of  clever jokes and LEGO puns as 
well. 
 
The film is about this “ordinary” guy named Emmet (voice over by 
Chris Pratt) who gets mistaken to be some sort of saviour to save 
the LEGO universe from the clutches of President Business (voice 
over by Will Ferrell). Emmet of course can’t do that but tries by 
believing and getting help from Batman (voice over by Will Arnett). 
 
Basically, this film is amazing and if you haven’t seen it, you should. 

 
Daniel H 

 
The Golden Compass - I would give it 4 Stars out of 5 
 
The Golden Compass was one of my favourites. My favourite scene 
was the end because it was fairly good cliff hanger. My favourite 
character was Lara, she is a tomboy who loves to climb trees and 
have mud fights. I disliked the bit where the polar bear’s jaw got 
ripped off. The Golden Compass was about a young girl, Lara who 
was given a mysterious golden compass, but instead of North, East, 
South and West there were symbols. No one could understand it but 
her. The compass tells the truth without fail. I believe this film is for 
11 and over as some younger children will not understand and 
would keep on asking questions. 
 

Kyra  
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Film Club runs 

every Friday 

after school in 

the LRC. It’s free 

a n d  a n 

application form 

can be collected 

from Mrs Parker 

Film Club 



Year 7 and 8 

Trip to Cineworld Harlow 
to see Private Peaceful 
We have 70 year 7 students 
attending Cineworld Harlow 
to watch the fantastic 
showing of the novel Private 
Peaceful. This film will 
provide the students with an 
opportunity to develop their 
literacy skills and further work will be followed up in 
the English department. Thank you again to all the 
staff supporting this trip 
 
Year 7 & 8 Inter form competitions 
The Year 7 & 8 inter form competitions were literally 
kicked off with a series of lunchtime football 
competitions run by the Archie Langford and Callum 
Kirk and some other students from the Year 10 
business class. The competitions were well 
attended and the winners in year 8 were 8-1 with 
some excellent skills from Leo Pontes and Beau 
Reynolds and Kirsten Harridance and the winners of 
the Year 7 interform were 7-3 again with some 
excellent individual skills from Chay Cooper and 
Charlie Bliss. We have had 3 more interform 
competitions that have taken place in home group 
time where teams of students are sent to represent 
their home group in the Spelling Bee, Maths 
Challenge and Name that tune competitions.  

 
Brick City – Theatre in Education 
On Friday 21st March Mark Hall Academy was 
visited by the X Factor Group “Brick City” who made 
it to Gary Barlow’s house in the judging stages. The 
group are on tour visiting a number of secondary 
schools highlighting the issues surrounding drug 

and alcohol misuse. 
This is an important 
element of the PSHE 
curriculum and the 
students were really 
excited to see the group 
perform. 
 
 
 
 

Accelerated Reading 
This term has seen the introduction of the 
accelerated reading programme for all Year 7s. All of 
the students have been assessed using the reading 
star tests and have been given a reading book range 
to help them select books at a suitably challenging 
range. Once the children have completed their books 
they take an online quiz to monitor their reading 
progress. I look forward to celebrating and sharing in 
our student’s progress. 
 
Health Works Breakfast club 
Students in all years have been given the opportunity 
to take part in fun activities and games on a Tuesday 
and Thursday morning in the canteen area from 8am 
until 8.30am, whilst they enjoy their breakfast served 
by the canteen staff. Students have been keen to 
show their tactical and strategic talents and have 
challenged staff members and other students to 
games such as Jenga, Connect 4 and Chess 
amongst others. This club is rapidly growing and it is 
fantastic to see the students having fun and 
interacting socially with students in all year groups. 
On a Tuesday a football coach also attends allowing 
the students to catch up on some early football skills. 
 
Engaging Girl’s project 
Some of our Year 7 & 8 girls have been selected for 
a small engaging girls project that runs every Friday 
afternoon, this programme allows these students to 
gain confidence to develop their social skills or help 
find strategies to deal with difficult problems to help 
them to engage better in their learning and make 
good progress. This project has been very successful 
and we are now looking to select boys to take part in 
this project too.  
 
Bowling & Quasar Social Evenings 
On Tuesday 25th February and Thursday 27th 
February the Year 7 students were invited to attend 
one of the social events to either Quasar Elite or 
Harlow Bowl. It was an excellent opportunity for the 
Year 7 students to interact with each other in a fun 
and social environment. A big thank you to Mr 
Sowemimo, Miss Warwick, Mr Evans and Miss 
Batley for giving up their time to support these 
events. The staff at Quasar and Bowling commented 
on how fantastic the students were.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Achievement Assemblies 
On Friday 4th April Year 7 & 8 students will attend 
the end of term achievement assembly. It gives me 
great pleasure during these assemblies to recognise 
the fantastic progress and achievements gained by 
our students. We will be rewarding excellent 
attendance in the form of attendance badges and 
certificates. Phase Leader and Home Group awards 
as well as outstanding contribution in the different 
faculty areas. Prizes will also be awarded to the 
students in the winning home group interform 
competitions.  

 
 
 

Make Believe Project 
We are really fortunate to be one of the schools that 
will be running and hosting the Make Believe 
project. The Make Believe project focuses on 
developing peer buddies in Year 7 and 8 who will 
work alongside our new students moving into the 
academy from primary schools. The project will 

equip our students with fantastic 
leadership skills that can be 
transferred into different 
situations and also support a 
new students in Year 6. Further 
updates will be given. Please 
encourage your child to get 
involved. 
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What’s coming up in the Summer 
Term? 
I am really looking forwards to the trip to 
Chessington World of Adventures on 
Thursday 19th 
June for all 
students who 
have shown 
an excellent 
attendance to 
the academy. 
We know 
h o w 
i m p o r t a n t 
r e g u l a r 
attendance to 
school is and the impact this has on 
student progress and we would like to 
celebrate those students who have 
consistently showed excellent attendance 
to the Academy. Further updates on this in 
the summer newsletter. 

Year 7 and 8 

I was at a function last night with local 
MP Robert Halfon. He lives on the 
Newhall estate, near Church Langley, 
and wanted to pass on some positive 
comments about our students that he 
has noticed since the Academy 
conversion. 
  
·   There is a noticeable improvement 
with the behaviour of students walking 
to and from the Academy 
 
·   The students seem to walk with a 
sense of pride, holding their heads a 
little higher 
 
·    They look so smart in their new 
uniform 
 
·    Staff are manning the main gate 
every morning, which wasn’t as visible 
before 
 
·    The feedback from parents in the 
local community is very positive and 
they are pleasantly surprised in the 
amount of change over so little time. 

Ms Kiely 



Handwriting Club 

Mark Hall Academy’s AEN Department has 
successfully launched a lunch-time Handwrit-
ing Club, which students of all year groups 
have enthusiastically embraced! 
  
Each session starts with fun games designed 
to ‘warm up’ the fingers for improvement of 
fine motor skills before handwriting com-
mences. To date, games have ranged from 
playing Jenga, using just forefingers and 
thumbs, to making Knex models to colourful 
plasticine -modelling competitions! Pictured is 
Mr Kemp; Joe Edwards (8-1); Kyle May (8-3); 
Luke Bourne (9-2); and Holly Powell (8-2) bat-
tling it out to make the best plasticine models 
before judgement. 

  
Students then complete handwriting guides 
based on a precursive writing style, which in-

clude opportunities to learn basic, clear letter formation as well as putting their handwriting into practice with written tasks 
and practising the spelling of words linked to cross-curricular literature. 
  
Students have the option of attending either Monday, Wednesday or Friday session times (or all three days if they desire, 
whilst numbers permit) and each will receive 25 Vivo points for attending per session. There are also a bonus 25 Vivo points 
on offer for each student’s 100% weekly attendance! 

We were delighted when 40 students volunteered for a pioneering 
programme to support pupils in our primary schools in developing 
their skills and confidence in reading.  Staff and students at the 
Academy clearly recognise reading as the key to unlocking such 
future potential success.  Being a confident and fluent reader is 
essential to leading a 
fulfilling life.  23 students 
were selected to form the 
first two cohorts to be trained 
in supporting reading at Key 
Stage 2.  The first cohort of 
13 students have completed 
their training at Fawbert & 
Barnards Primary School 
and will be deployed there 
d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r 
term.  They can be seen 
here receiving their badges 
from the Headteacher, Mr 
Burles Our students have 
s h o w n  a  f a n t a s t i c 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e 
programme and a real desire 

to make a positive difference to the lives of young 
children.  Obviously, the programme will also provide our students 
with opportunities to develop their own personal skills which will 
enhance their own lives and future prospects.  We congratulate all our 
Peer Readers and we look forward to the fruits of their work! 

  

Primary Partners 



Guten Tag.  Wie gehts? 
 
On the 12th of February students studying German and History took an amazing trip to 
Germany's capital city Berlin. 
 
Upon our arrival in the city after a steady plane ride from Stansted airport, we endured a 1 
hour coach journey to our hotel.  But we had no time to lose, straight away we headed to the 
magnificent Brandenburg Gate.  It was absolutely fabulous.  The design of it was glamorous. 
 
After a stop at the gate our first visit to a museum was scheduled.  This museum was jam- 
packed with factual knowledge that was useful for us History students.  It was a breath of 
fresh air. 
Following our trip to the museum it was time for us to stop for some food.  This gave the 
German students the vital experience to practise their German while trying some exquisite 
German cuisine.  This was it for the day after we visited the Jewish memorial, which was 
extremely mesmerising.  

 
On the 13th of February, our first stop was the concentration camp Sachsenhausen situated in 
Oranienburg. This intense visit was bursting at the seams with History and I would 
recommend this visit to anyone as it is an unforgettable experience.  It really puts your life into 
perspective. 
 
Subsequent to our visit to the concentration camp we visited my favourite part of the whole 
trip, the Jewish museum.  This museum had the absolute pleasure of my acquaintance as the 
stupendous visit was full to the brim with creativity and Jewish history.  The group was split 
into 2 sections and my group set off for a tour of the development of the modern world.  My 
favourite feature of the museum was the ‘Fallen leaves’ part of the tour.  This was metal faces 
placed on the ground where they look as if they are in agony as you walk across them.  After, 
we made our way back to the hotel to rest up for another day tomorrow. 
 
On the 14th of February, we went to the German houses of parliament, the Reichstag.  As we 
climbed our way to the top you could notice the thought and creativity put into the structure of 
the building.  This was the last visit of our trip, now for the plane journey home. 
 
In conclusion the Berlin trip really was fantastic and I would love to go to this historical, 
creative and fabulous city again, an unforgettable experience. 

Matthew Pryor-Morgan 
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Berlin 



Our day was all about Spain as we 
are the Year 9 Spanish class. We 
had a bit of warning the week before 
that we would be making Tapas and 
we had to come up with our own 
recipe. We had the chance to make 
our creation before it was tried by 
our teachers. Some looked nicer 
than they tasted and some tasted 
nicer than they looked. I made some 

swirls with various kinds of Spanish sausage in them. They must have been OK because I didn’t get to 
take any home. 
 
A lot of us were dreading the afternoon, well the boys were anyway. Flamenco!!!!!! 
 
We spent some of the afternoon learning about Flamenco dancing and then the instructor walked us 
slowly through a routine. It had to be slowly because we were all finding it much more difficult than we 
expected. We all felt a bit silly to start with but after a while we started to enjoy it and we ended up 
having a good laugh at ourselves and a fun afternoon.  

A Touch of Spain  

Thank you so much for getting so many of your students to fill in our consultation! 
We had some winners from your school for the Ipod shuffles they are  . . . . 
Laura Lewis (age 13-14) 
Lucas Riddoch (age 13-14) 
Natasha Davis (age 15-16) 
We also had a really good response of young people that would like to become a Healthworks young 
leader or just find out a bit more about it.  
 

Again, thank you for your involvement 
 

Katie Corcoran 
Healthworks Co-ordinator 
Epping Forest District Council 
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The Art Department took Year 11 GCSE students to the 
Saatchi Gallery in West London.  Students were able to see 
the work of young contemporary artists whose work is a part 
of the collection held by Saatchi & Saatchi.  Students 
discussed and recorded the ideas behind the work, and also 
studied the materials and the way that the artists had used 
them.  Artists exhibited included Sarah Dwyer, Dominic 
Beattie and Hannah Perry.  The students were fabulous on 
the day and many took away ideas and notions that will 
support and inform their work in their preparation for their 
exam.  

The Saatchi Gallery 

Major(ette) Success for Mark Hall Students! 
 
Two outstanding MHA students, Hannah Hopkins (Y11) and Sophie Sweeney (Yr7) 
led the way at a United Baton Twirlers national competition in Skegness recently.  
Sophie won the 'Personality of the Competition' award and Hannah cleaned up on sev-
eral awards, including 'Freestyle Leader'. Huge Mark Hall congratulations to them both!! 
We're so proud of them! 



Thank you for a terrific day, on a number of fronts, but most notably for ‘Helen’s Day’. What a lovely response 
from everyone. The kitchen staff did us proud, looked fabulous and made us all laugh; the students and staff 
singing Pi songs in the West Hall; Wonderful cakes and attire and on a glorious spring day – heaven! 
We have raised a terrific amount . 

Helen’s Day 

The total and breakdown of everything that has been sent up to Finance so far:  
 
Non uniform                       £486.36 
Donations to window             £128.50 
Kitchen staff                         £92.59 
Lynn Birkitt cake sales             £18.80 
Bailey Mead & Friends             £51.25 
 

GRAND TOTAL         £777.50 
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 On the 7th February, everyone in Year 8, had to do 

an entire day of Maths.  We spent each period in 
our Form groups with a different teacher in our 
Maths department.  During the day, we completed 
tasks such as BODMAS sums and equations, 
which was OK if you know what you were doing.  I 
personally had to help some of my classmates with 
this task as they were unsure of what to do. 
The Caesar code, which was hard to start with, 
however once I got the hang of it, it was rather 
enjoyable.  The pigpen Cipher was fun, because 
we got to create our own messages as well as 
work them out. 
Finally we did a murder mystery.  This was 
probably my favourite task, as solving a murder is 
a fun objective, whether it is real or not.  However 
it would have been more enjoyable if people 
weren’t shouting out the answers before everyone 
had finished. 
Overall it was a good day and it was much more 
enjoyable than just working out of a Maths 
textbook. 

Kara Smith 

1)Message from 1941 
 

    
  
 

    
 
 

     
 
 

       

 

2) Message from 1942 
 

    
 
 

      
 
 

        
 
 

 

The Pigpen Cipher 



 

Academy Community Use 

Day Time Location Activity Contact 

Monday 
6.30pm – 

7.30pm 
West Gym 

Women’s’ only boxing 

bells class – mixture of 

boxing work and kettle-

bells 

Sarah Packer 

07815 538608 

Monday 
7.00pm – 

9.0pm 
West Hall Slimming World 

Sarah McDonald 

07727 697612 

Tuesday & 
Thursday 

7.30pm – 
9.30pm 

West Hall 
Ballroom dancing – open 
to all levels of experience 

Lesley Whitaker 01279 
316361 

Tuesday 
6.30pm – 
7.30pm 

West Gym 
Bodyrock – high intensity 
interval training.  For all 
fitness abilities 

Carly Bown 
07904 784798 

Wednesday 
6.30pm – 
7.30pm 

West Gym 
Bodyrock – high intensity 
interval training.  For all 
fitness abilities 

Carly Bown 
07904 784798 

Thursday 
7.30pm – 
8.30pm 

West Hall Zumba with SJ 
Sarah-Jane Wren 
07971 338980 

Thursday 
7.00pm – 
8.00pm 

East Gym Circuit Training 
Denise Hayes 
07971 769038 
or 01277 363533 

Thursday 
6.30pm – 
7.30pm 

West Gym 
Kettlebells – burns up to 
1200 calories per class, 
focuses on burning fat 

Sarah Packer 
07815 538608 

Saturday 
10.00am – 
12.00pm 

East Hall, East 
Gym and Mu-
sic 

Stage Time Academy – 
performing arts school for 
ages 4-16.  Includes 
singing, dance and 
drama, suitable for all 
abilities. Discount avail-
able. 

Niesha Dell 
07962 337154 or 
Alice Murphy 
07506 745678 

  
As I am sure you are aware, the academy facilities are used by various organisations outside of 
academy hours to support the local community.  I wanted to make you aware of activities available to 
allow you the chance to try something new if you feel so inclined! 

If you are interested in joining any of these activities, please contact the person mentioned above 
directly or come along at the right time to see them. 
 
Please note that these activities are not run by Mark Hall Academy and participation is at your 
own choice and risk.  Please talk to the instructors before participating if you have any medical 
condition or concern which may affect your ability to take part. 
 


