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Inspire        

 

We just couldn’t fit it all in! 

Summer 2014 



 
We have had another terrific term, this summer, as our new Mark Hall Academy. Looking back to just 
after Easter, I cannot believe what we have achieved. The difference in aspirations, standards, 
commitment and positive attitudes is stark and remarkable when I look back to this time last year before I 
took up post as Principal. 
  
The Year 11 responded maturely and magnificently in their exams and this was noted by external 
invigilators: “…they have conducted themselves in a very adult manner… The students and staff are a 
credit to you.” Their prom was the most joyous and lovely of any I have ever attended at any school. Our 
Year 10 have stepped up to the mark as our future Student Leaders across a range of events: our 
Careers, Information, Advice and Guidance day and our Year 10 Leadership day. Again, external visitors 
have been full of praise for our students and cannot believe the difference between the predecessor 
school and the new Academy in such a short space of time: “I was overwhelmed with just how good your 
students are and the potential they show. You have some really bright students here” we were told. 
  
We have had an incredible range of trips this term, including one to Madrid and another to Barcelona as 
well as an array of trips closer to home, many taking place in our phenomenally successful Enrichment 
Week. As if this wasn’t enough, in the last week of term, we had an amazing Sports Day with everyone 
participating in all sorts of events and with a real spirit of community and pride. 
  
So many wonderful events and moments have happened this term that it is hard for me to summarise 
them all. This newsletter gives you just a flavour of our remarkable community of which I am so proud. 
  
I hope you have a truly restful and relaxing summer holiday. 
  
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Corinne Franceschi 

A message from the 
Principal 

A number of Mark Hall Academy students from Year 7 and Year 8 entered the national Young 
Writers Poetry Game 2014 competition this year, faced with the task of producing poetry that 
showed perception, imagination, expression and creative use of language. They were charged 
with writing about something that mattered by their English teacher, Mrs Allen, in order to 
showcase their skills, but the subject of their poems was left to their own imaginations. 
 
The topic choices made by the students ranged from comments on social and emotional issues 
such as 'Poverty' by Nnabuikem Atanmoh  and 'Release' by Ella Harris, through messages of love 
and loss ('Valentine’s Day' by Billy Fox and 'Final Letter Home' by Samuel Allnutt), to appreciation 
of the old-fashioned in Kara Smith’s poem 'My Crumpled Old Book'. 
 
An outstanding 55 of these entries have been selected for publication in a special Young Writers 
anthology, which will be sent to the British Library and local libraries across the UK. 

Mrs Allen 
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Madrid 

The world famous Real 
Madrid stadium, the 
Bernabeu, will live long in 
the memory for a group 34 
Year 9 and 10 students 
and the staff that travelled 
with them. They spent four 
days training with coaches 
from Real Madrid and playing matches against local 
Spanish clubs and got the opportunity to watch the Real 
Madrid second team in training. 
The students were exposed to the Spanish culture and 
language as well as to the realities of being a professional 
footballer: the discipline, training, skill and the responsibility 
of being a role model in one’s community. 
Being part of a top class team also involved some living the 
high life, with students having their own private transport, 
translator, coaches, security guards and a physiotherapist; 
all this, in addition to staying in a four-star hotel. 
The group visited the Bernabeu Stadium, now home to 

world famous stars such as Wales’ Gareth Bale and Cristiano Ronaldo, and have photographs 
taken with the club’s most recently won trophy, the 2014 
Champions League. 
All the students had an amazing time and the Real Madrid 
staff commented on how polite and well-mannered the 
students were and have told us we would be made very 
welcome if we decided to travel there again. 
What a great success this trip was and I’m looking forward 
to more trips in the future. 
Well done boys!  Borussia Dortmund next year. 

Mr Stockdale 

http://www.harlowstar.co.uk/Sport/Football/Real-Madrid-trip-a-classico-event-for-Mark-Hall-pupils-20140613183155.htm#
http://www.harlowstar.co.uk/Sport/Football/Real-Madrid-trip-a-classico-event-for-Mark-Hall-pupils-20140613183155.htm#


Enrichment Week 

From the point of view of someone that doesn’t spend much time in classrooms Enrichment Week been a 
bit of a strange week! Though we had various students out on lots of different trips the school seemed far 

from empty; there was just so much 
going on. 
We had lots of students popping in and 
out of Resources with their posters 
which they wanted copied and then 
proceeded to stick them on walls and 
windows throughout the school. 
Everywhere I went was a mass of 
coloured advertising for various fund 
raising events being organised by our 
young entrepreneurs. 

Even while I was working on Reception strange things were taking place particularly when I let a visitor in 
that had a delivery for Mrs Anderson in Science. She plopped, yes plopped a tightly tied carrier bag on the 
reception desk and when I asked what the suspicious package was she told me she thought it was a 
head. I decided not to put it in Mrs Andersons pigeon hole in the staff room and had it taken to the fridge 
in Science instead. 
I visited the hole,  I mean the pond, to take "before" photos quite early on day one and popped back later 
to take "after" photos. I wanted to be able to keep our project leader, Mr 
Balaam, updated as he had been seconded into the Barcelona trip at the 
last minute. He must have been devastated! To be honest there hadn't 
been a huge amount of progress, in fact, the only difference I could see 
was that Miss Hunter, Mrs Burns and the eager students looked much 
hotter and exhausted than they had that morning. The pond was not much 
more than a dimple but "It's early days" I thought and I had heard rumours 
of a rotavator being on site the following day and I was excited about that. 
The next day the cheering from the pond took me back outside with my 
camera to document the promised progress and what a site greeted me. 
Joe, our tireless gardener, was fighting with the rotavator in the carefully 
marked out pond while eager students and staff shouted encouragement and suggestions. It looked like 
he was battling a wild stallion and though he worked so hard at keeping the petrol driven monster under 
control he was making little progress and eventually we talked him into admitting defeat. 
I honestly thought that without Mr Balaam’s direction the project may grind to a halt and I also thought that 
the hard working staff and students were missing his muscle and wanted to share their pain with him! 

Up steps Mr Budgett. He'd noticed that the staff and students 
were getting a bit disheartened but he had a “plan C”. We 
needed a digger and he knew where to get one. He spoke to 
the workmen at the front of the school and not only talked them 
into bringing in a little digger he also talked them into coming 
back later, after they had finished work, with an even bigger 
one. The next morning I went to see if any progress had been 
made and it had, in a big way! I'd still not sent a progress report 
to Mr Balaam, in fact I'd decided to avoid the subject altogether 
as everyone that had been working on the project had been 
planning various punishments for his absence. The hole was 
deep and neat and, well, really really HUGE. With a few other 

stumbling blocks along the way including the fact that a new, much bigger, pond liner was needed (thank 
you so much to the FoMH for sorting that out for us) everything now seems to be moving along at a 
steady pace. 
Elsewhere around the school there was the constant aroma of baking cakes, the trundle of go-kart 
wheels, the chatter of students making plans for raising funds and staff popping in and out moving their 
cars into line for the car wash. Busy, busy, busy. 
The rest of the week zoomed past just too quickly. My final memory will be passing a suspicious looking 
tightly tied black bag in the science corridor with the following massage taped to it: "To the site staff, 
please dispose of today. BODY PARTS". I always know why I do my job but this week reminded me why I 
love it! 
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 CSI Harlow 

During Enrichment week, the 53 students were 
involved in ‘CSI Harlow’, a 3 day project which 
allowed students to learn forensic laboratory 
techniques. The project also involved a trip to the 
Science Museum in London, which helped to 
expand the scientific thinking of many of the 
students as well as providing a possible back drop 
for creating their own murder mystery. Techniques 
such as fingerprinting, dissection and DNA 
extraction were used on multiple members of staff 
(excluding the dissection!) to find out the eventual 
culprit of the crime – Mr Budgett. No further arrests 
were made, however Mrs Franceschi was released 
on bail! 

Mr Sowemimo 

Mr Sowemimo definitely looks guilty of 

something! 

Enrichment Week 

We have had some great mentions on Twitter 
recently and the feedback from parents and 
students has been fantastic. Tweets popping 
up from Madrid, Barcelona and Thorpe Park 
have kept those of us left behind up-to-date in 
real time.  
You can follow us @markhallacademy or if 
you’re not signed up to Twitter you can still 
read our latest Tweets on the home page of 
our website. 



The Creative Arts Faculty had an enjoyable week 
exploring “The Art of Drama”.   
After having interpreted Hogarth’s “A Rake’s Progress”, 
students then selected a piece of Art to create a story 
about.  They then developed and photographed their own 
storyboards; conveying their story through a series of still 
shots.  This was then developed into a short piece of 
drama, which was filmed and edited by the 
students.  Each group also designed and made set 
maquette’s, for what the stage could look like if their piece 
of drama were performed in the theatre.   
On the final day of enrichment week we took our students 
to Regents Park for an enjoyable if somewhat damp 
picnic.   

This was followed by a fantastic performance of 
Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” at Regents Park Open Air 
Theatre.  The students produced excellent work and 
Friday was a lovely way to finish what had been a great 
week.  Now, what shall we go to see next?…..  

Miss Whittington 

Students who chose the ICT Wizards project had a chance to create a range of products including ringtones, 
websites, games and mobile phone apps. Flappy Birds, whilst popular proved a little too difficult for some. 
However most managed to make a working mobile app and a ringtone (or in some cases a remix of chart 

music).                 Mr Morson 

  

We set the task for 26 of our students of creating the 
Harlow Tapestry – telling the story of the history of 
Harlow. The idea was based on the famous Bayeux 
Tapestry which depicts the story of the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066. Harlow has an amazing history – 
dating all the way back to the Roman Era. On day one, 
students researched the history of their town and then 
took a trip into Old Harlow to take photos and to carry 
out interviews with local residents and businesses. On 
day two, we took a stroll down to the Harlow Museum 
where we met Ryan and his team. Students explored 
the archives, played dress up and took in the sights of 
the galleries. Who knew Harlow had so much history! 
On day three it was time to get creative! Timelines of 
Harlow, telling its story, were created by every group. 
The Harlow Museum was so impressed with our 
students’ work they asked for copies of our timelines! 
Well done to the Harlow Town Group – you were 
amazing, enthusiastic and great representatives of your 
academy.  
 

Miss Craine and Mr Armstrong 

Enrichment Week 
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We have been working on a wildlife garden. 
Called the ‘Wildlife Zone’ for the Academy. 
The challenge was to build a 7meters by 
2meters pond with a maximum depth of 
1meter. This would require the removal of 
14cm3 of earth It sounded simple we were 
enthused and ready to go… the reality was 
very different!!!! 
The ground was stubborn as we dug the 
hard dry clay mixed earth in the unforgiven 
heat. 17 students digging with forks and 
spades and two teachers on pickaxe duty 
barely touched the surface- only 1.5cm3 
moved by the end of day 1 

With a deadline of two more days it was TIME TO RETHINK!! 
To the rescue was Mr. ‘Bond’ (“shaken not stirred”) and the rotivator! Never before have we 
seen bones shake! Despite all his efforts it was not to be. Reaching the point of exhaustion 
Mr. Bond retired. Back to the drawing board! 
We sent Mr Budgett off to use his natural charm- mission finding a mechanical digger. 
Community spirit prevailed and the deal was done. It took TWO different sized diggers TWO 
hours to dig the pond- a challenge we were set to do two days!!! 
On Wednesday we stood and admired out beautiful hole holding the liner that would fit a pond 
a quarter of its size- quick calculations, quick thinking and a little help from the internet and a 
new pond liner was ordered- thank you to friends of Mark Hall academy. 
We spent the remainder of the time constructing animal habitats, creating raised beds for wild 
flowers, natural looking rockeries and flower beds where seeds were to be scattered. 
Overall though, we showed terrific teamwork. The experience taught us resilience problem 
solving and to never give up when the going gets tough. We feel a huge sense of 
achievement, for a project we started, and producing an area that will be a fantastic resource 
for all students in the future. 

Miss Hunter 
 

Enrichment Week 

A huge thank you to everyone for their dedication and hard work during our 
hugely successful Enrichment week. We raised a well over £500 which will be 

donated to The Dolphin Children’s Ward and the Intensive Care Unit at the 
hospital. 

Well done everyone! 



Enrichment Week 

Bear Grylls  
A week of surviving in the wild for the Learning Hub students. 
Monday – Students visited the Town Park for a scavenger hunt and then they 
were shown how to find and purify water to drink. 
Tuesday – The students took part in a long country walk then into the woods 
to learn about the importance of fire and shelter, after cooking lunch on the 
fire, Bailey Neal became the true Bear Grylls champion learning how to skin 
and prepare rabbit and woodpigeon to eat. 
Wednesday – A very breezy day at the sea crabbing, students competed 
against each other to see who could catch the most, over 60 were caught and 
later released onto the beach. 
Friday – We went to the Deer Sanctuary and were shown around by Michael 
Collins from Epping Forest, we could not get too close as the females have 
just had fawns. The rest of the day was in Epping forest having a great time 
with tree swings and relaxing in hammocks. 
Mercedes :-“ The best day was Friday, all week was good but Friday was 

really good fun “ 
Jake:-“ The hammocks were 
really funny, especially when 
everyone kept falling out” 
Liam, Owen and James :- 
“Crabbing was great, we 
didn’t realise how many we 
would catch” 
Jay :- “Monday was good, it 
made a change to learn 
things out of school “ 
Bailey and Shane :-“We loved 
being outside and now know 
how to do so much.” 
 

On a blazing hot Thursday 
over 40 students were put through their paces when the Army 
came to visit. 
Firstly the students listened to a soldier from the Chelmsford 
recruitment office who told them about what life is like in the 
armed forces and all of the career opportunities available [over 
200] 
Then it was on the field for problem solving and teamwork skills, 
students quickly learned to do things properly or it would be press 
ups for their team. 
A brilliant day was had by all. 

Shane Brinkley 



Enrichment Week 

10 students ranging from Year 7 to 9 but mainly year 7 made self-propelled vehicles out of 
scrap card and other materials. The pupils had to build more than one vehicle as they encounter 
problems and then had to find a way of solving that problem.  We then had a competition to see 
how far the vehicles could go. Maisie won the elastic powered vehicle and Leah won the balloon 
powered vehicle. 
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5 5  S t u d e n t s 
participated in “Mark 
H a l l  D o e s  T h e 
Apprentice” in which 
students, in small 
groups, devised a 
business venture from 
a  £ 1 0  s t a r t - u p 
fund.  The competition 
was to be the group 
that made the most 
money.  Many inventive solutions were created by 

our young entrepreneurs including a Hand Car Wash Service, Office/Classroom Moving 
Service, Cake Making, and numerous ‘businesses’ involving variations on Loom Bands.  So 
effective were the groups that a staggering £500 was raised for Harlow Hospital Intensive Care 
Unit!  Well done the creative minds of Mark Hall; they certainly demonstrated Aspire, 
Endeavour and outstanding Achievement!  



  

Year 11 Leavers Prom 



Year 11 Leavers Prom 
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The Greatest Prom in the World! 

Our Year 11 students transformed themselves into Prom Kings and Queens on Wednesday 

25th June at a stunning venue. A mile long driveway taking them through a 100 acre deer park 

led to the impressive Parklands 17th century mansion.   

Students arrived in Limo’s, Hummers and one group even arrived in a Fire Engine where they 

were greeted by our staff at the red carpeted entrance.  There were a variety of styles of 

dresses from full princess style ball gowns to classic cocktail dresses and he boys made an 

effort to ensure they were a match for the girls. They all looked amazing. 

The evening started with welcome “mocktail”, followed by a full group photo in the impressive 

grounds.  Next it was into the impressive and beautifully decorated marquee for food and 

dancing.  The dancing carried on throughout the night and for a breather students and staff 

retreated to the gardens for a well needed rest.  Mr Osborne joined the dancing and was 

inspirational by teaching the Year 11s a dance from a recent play he had performed in.  The 

music ranged from classics like “Saturday Night” to the latest tunes. Berdan and Peter were 

the first up on the dance floor when the music started and were the last to leave.  At one point 

the boys decided to have a “dance off” with Mr Sowemimo. 

This years prom had some extras, a sweet stall, candy floss and popcorn machine.  The 

biggest hit was the photo booth in which students took their own group photos in the booth 

along with props and were able to view them on the company website after the event. 

The atmosphere on the night was amazing Mark Hall students came together as a group for 

their last social event of this year.   A big thank you goes out to the prom committee for the 

work they did before the event, from picking the venue to the choices of food and colour 

scheme.  

Both Mrs Franceschi and Mr Osborne said that it is the best prom that they have ever been to.   

Miss Warwick 



Jack Petchey 

Mark Hall Academy has awarded 9 Jack Petchey Awards and 1 leader award this 
academic year.  Winners are: 
 
Ethan Cunnew             Year 7 Outstanding contribution to Academy life 
Kyle May                      Year 8 Excellent work in Humanities and Science 
Bradley Sweeney         Year 9 Outstanding contribution to Academy life 
Jude Mante                  Year 9 Outstanding contribution to Academy life 
Abigail Brewster           Year 9 Outstanding contribution to Academy life 
Olivia Miles                   Year 10 Peer Reading and Sports 
Zhane Pullen                Year 10 Role Model in RE 
Elle Bourne                  Year 10  Attendance 
Esther Komolafe-Omojayogbe Year 10 Peer support for a younger student 
 

LEADER AWARD Mrs Ruffles – outstanding contribution to Mark 

Hall Academy 

Singing in the Rain! 

How apt was it that on waking up Friday morning it was pouring 
with rain! 
Today the students put  their ‘wet’ foot forward and prepared 
afternoon tea in a  ‘Lyons tea house’ fashion and served  to 
members of Accuro, a group of adults with learning difficulties 
whilst watching a 1950’s popular film ‘Singing in the rain’. 
As part of Enrichment week at the Academy the students 
divided their talents and against the clock, went to the kitchens 
to bake scones; make homemade butter and prepare jam, whilst 
others constructed a 50’s cinema ticket kiosk displaying films of 
that era and a sandwich board advertising the film and the main 
actor ‘Gene Kelly’ in the West Hall. 
Having completed their wares the students set up tables in the 
hall displaying placemats which they had researched on line, 

printed and laminated and the cinema crew made tickets to hand to the visitors on arrival. 
Lights were dimmed and curtains opened at 1.15 and whilst comfortably seated and singing along, students 
waited on the tables serving tea or coffee along with the jam and cream scones. 
It was a ‘glorious feeling’ watching the students interact with the adults and they were complimented on their 
conduct and cooking ability by them. A great experience. 
Special mentions or thanks including staff, students, organisations etc.: Thanks to the Accuro members who 
agreed to come along to support our special event. 

Mrs Parker 
  



Year 10 Film Club members and R.E. students had a treat as Yasmin Mwanza, an up and 
coming young actress, paid them a visit. 
The event, which was the showing of a unique drama “Leave to Remain”, was followed by a 
Q&A session run by Fenella Dunbar, a student at the Academy. The whole event was 
organised by Intofilm, a charity organisation presently funded by the National Lottery and 
other partners, to give young people the opportunity to watch, engage in and discuss film that, 
although entertaining, explore a range of issues and themes. 
“Leave to Remain” is based on the stories of a group of teenagers seeking asylum in the UK. 
The film sensitively reveals the difficulties and emotions such young people face in that 
situation. It was great for the students to hear from the film maker directly that all films have a 
story to tell and this gave Yasmin the opportunity to explain why the story had to be told and 

what it was like being involved in the 
process. 
The event was a huge success . The 

students were drawn into the film as it was 

made from a young person’s point of view 

and they enjoyed sharing the experience 

with their peers. They were relaxed and 

confident when talking to the young 

actress and were inspired by her 

achievements. Two students, Kingsley 

Nelson and Esther Komolafe were also 

given the opportunity to have a 1-1 

interview with Yasmin and were a real 

credit to the Academy. 

Mrs Patel and Mrs Templeton are pleased to report on another 
successful and harmonious year in E3. 
Students have mixed well, spent time relaxing and playing  board 
games and enjoyed craft activities led by their peers. De Long 
Yang conducted an impressive session on ORIGAMI, and Aisha 
Banaras demonstrated how to make paper decorations- ideal for 
next year’s Prom perhaps?  
In addition we have had  
interesting debating sessions on 
Fridays with Year 10 and 11 

students talking about topics such as the EU, feminism  and 
expansionism. Look out Jeremy Paxman. 

Homework worries have been 
resolved or redirected to subject 
teachers and as in previous 
years, students attended 
Christmas dinner as an EAL 
Family-many thanks to Mrs 
Woodthorpe-Evans and Mr Kemp for their support here. 
We look forward to welcoming our existing group and introducing 

any new EAL arrivals in September 2014. 

Mrs Templeton 
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EAL Harmony 

FilmClub 



Healthy Lifestyles Club 

Healthy Lifestyles Club provides 
an easy relaxed atmosphere for 
students to cook healthy, nutritious 
tea time snacks.  The club is free, 
caters for a wide variety of 
students, and  members 
discuss and decide what recipes 
they would like to try out. They 
also have the opportunity to take 
part in a ‘hub club’ prize draw . 
This academic year has seen us 
cook and prepare snacks from all 
over the world with chapattis from  
India to  empanadas from Brazil. 
A club “bake off” organised by  
club members Jessica Dongworth 
(yr 7) and Faye Brewer (yr 7)  
proved to be very popular and we 
managed to persuade our  
Principal, Mrs Franceschi , to be 
chief taster and judge. 
Well done to Amber Boorman (yr 
10) who agreed to come along to the Year 7 club nights and act as 
peer supporter. 
Ideas put forward for September  include cooking our way through 
Jaime Oliver’s 15 minute cook book and blogging the results on the 
Mark Hall Academy website, as well as organising  a fundraising 
event for our charity partner ‘ACCURO’. 
Watch this space! 

S. Maragh-MacPherson 
 

We have been part of a year-long research project 
across all the secondary schools in Harlow, looking at 
how a particular programme could improve the reading 
ages of Year 7 students. 
The group of students in Year 7 attended 3 sessions per 
week, working on phonics and expanding their 
vocabulary. The results from the assessments at the 
end of the programme were fantastic, with the average 
improvement in reading ages being 20 months. 
Congratulations to the whole group and thanks to the 
staff who delivered the lessons – Mrs Long, Mrs Holland 
and Ms Collins. 
  

Freshstart 

A group of around 40 Year 10 students will be spending their last week of term getting a taste of what 
life is like in a genuine working environment. Placements vary this year from working in the finance 
sector of the city of London, to a well-known animal hospital. 
Getting up early, commuting and working an 8 hour day will test their stamina and resilience and will 
hopefully bring students back to the academy in September with experiences and memories that will 
motivate them and bring a clearer vision for their future beyond the Academy. 
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Barcelona 

Ten Principal’s Arts Award recipients were treated to an ‘all expenses paid’(including interval ice 
creams!) trip to The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden to experience a performance of 
Puccini’s powerful opera, La Boheme.  The group, accompanied by The Principal and Mrs Lee, 
travelled into London by train and enjoyed time around Covent Garden itself before joining the 
audience of school parties in the truly amazing and opulent surroundings of the Royal Opera 
House.  Experiencing ‘live’ singing that filled the huge space without the need for microphones 
was just one of the awe-inspiring elements of the trip.  Access to the 
Royal Opera House is often difficult to achieve and this trip represented 

a fantastic opportunity for the 
students to witness not only the 
performance, but also some the 
usually-unseen logistical issues 
of scene changes.  A great way 
to start Enrichment Week for our 
most talented Arts students who 
also drew very posit ive 
comments from other audience 
members for their appearance 
and conduct! 

La Boheme 

Year 9 students travelled to Barcelona for a Languages tour from Monday 7th July to Friday 11th 
July. 
The students had four hours of Spanish lessons at the Plymon Languages Centre, where they 
were put through their paces! There were also visits to Sagarda Familia and Casa Mila La 
Pedrera where they were able to practise some of the new language learnt. On the final day we 
visited Port Aventura. 
The students were an absolute credit to the Academy and coped with the heat and travelling 

through Barcelona impeccably. Well done to all those who went! 



 The Best   Sports Day Ever 
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 The Best   Sports Day Ever 



Monday 7th July presented a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for students from Mark Hall to join thousands 
of people as they lined the roadside to celebrate the 
Tour de France’s progression through Essex. Thirteen 
students, accompanied by Mr Roberts, Mrs Allen and 
Ms Page, walked 1.5 miles from Thornwood, along the 
race route, to Epping Common, soaking up the party 
atmosphere along the way. 
On arriving, the students interviewed members of the 
public, including policemen and sponsors, using their 
prepared question sheets. Much of the day was spent waiting for the procession to begin 

and absorbing the almost tangible air of excitement as Epping High Street filled with crowds keen to cheer on 
Chris Froome, the only remaining British hopeful. 
The ‘caravan’ made its way through the streets; a procession of floats and sponsors’ vehicles, from which 
various freebies were thrown among the crowds. We had a competition to see who could collect the most, 
coming away with wristbands, Frisbees and even tea bags and some very nifty Skoda hats! 
The exemplary conduct of our students was remarked on by various members of the public: particularly 
Ceiran Findley, who was described as “a credit to the school” after interviewing a trio of police officers, and 
Richmond Eghoki who gifted a small child a Frisbee to keep him amused during the long wait for the riders. 
Finally, the wait was over. The air screamed with whistles, cheers and clapping. It took all of twenty seconds 
for the cyclists to fly past, but it was captured on camera for posterity. Happy and satisfied, we made our way 
back through the road-blocks to the mini-bus which was waiting at Thornwood. 
The following two days included many activities, such as writing newspaper articles about the event which 
were sent to the Harlow Star, discovering our pictures on the Harlow Star website, using Movie Maker to 
present our experiences of the day, and learning exactly how the riders use the bathroom during the race …
Sadly, right at the end of our three-day project, we discovered that Chris Froome had withdrawn due to 
injury. However, much like the Olympic Flame coming to our town, this was a moment that is unlikely to be 
repeated in living memory – and we were there.  

Tour de France 

It was with great pride that I listened to the Instructors 
at Harlow Outdoor Centre praising our future Prefects 
during and at the end of their day of Leadership 
Challenge activities.  There were stand-out moments 
of personal mental strength to overcome fears, and 
from students genuinely supporting and helping 
others to overcome physical challenges.  Kinsley 
Nelson climbed back down Jacob’s Ladder to literally 
pull his team-mates one by one up onto the next level 
– at a height of 20 feet off the ground.  
Paris Harvey-Venables overcoming an intense fear of 
heights to climb a ‘pole’ to a height of 40 feet and going on 
to be part of a successful raft building team. 
Another moment to note was that I was taken aside by one 
Instructor who claimed he had never before been so struck 
by the consistently supportive and leaderly conduct of any 
student going through the centre as he had been today by 
one of ours.  Elle Bourne showed she knew when to step in 
with ideas, and when to back off; when to support verbally 
and physically, and also had assisted the instructors with 
putting equipment away of her own volition.  It is days like 
today that allow students to show their true colours and I 
can honestly say, the 26 we took shone brightly and they 
alone give true hope of major successes next year for the 
Academy. 

Mr Budgett 

Student Leadership 



District Athletics 
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 What a brilliant haul of medals from the District Athletics. 

We won 5 Golds, 3 Silvers and 7 Bronze medals and we are so very happy to have won 15 medals 
in total when ½ of the team haven’t competed regularly for the Academy this year. 
 
5 Gold Medals – 
Canaan Soloman Year 10 1500m 
Jodi Ratcliff Year 10 800m 
Brandon Shibchurn Year 9 100m 
Chay Cooper Year 7 800m 
James Plume Year 7 Shotput 
 
3 Silver Medals –  
Kinsley Nelson Year 10 Long Jump 
Kane Bennington Year 9 Shotput 
Tia Knight Year 8 Long Jump 
 
7 Bronze Medals -  
Will Evans Year 11 High Jump 
Dylan Wicker Year 11 Triple Jump 
Ethan Smith Year 10 Javelin 
Brandon Shibchurn Year 9 High Jump 
Lucas Riddoch Year 9 800m 
Charlotte Kemble Year 9 Long Jump 
Leo Pontes Year 8 800m 
 
Every single pupil was so supportive and hardworking. They represented the Academy  with such 
pride and though the students didn’t know each other well they were jumping up and down 
screaming for everyone in their team. 
A HUGE thank you to Mr Bedding, Mr Armstrong and Mrs Thorne for helping run the day. The 
students loved it so thank you so much for your support, help and giving up your free time to allow 
it to happen. 
 

A very happy (and sunburnt) Miss Cameron 

Design and Make 



Academy Community Use 

Day Time Location Activity Contact 

Monday 
6.30pm – 

7.30pm 
West Gym 

Womens’ only boxing 

bells class – mixture of 

boxing work and  

kettlebells 

Sarah Packer 

07815 538608 

Monday 
7.00pm – 

9.0pm 
West Hall Slimming World 

Sarah McDonald 

07727 697612 

Tuesday & 
Thursday 

7.30pm – 
9.30pm 

West Hall 
Ballroom dancing – open 
to all levels of experience 

Lesley Whitaker 01279 
316361 

Tuesday 
6.30pm – 
7.30pm 

West Gym 
Bodyrock – high intensity 
interval training.  For all 

fitness abilities 

Carly Bown 
07904 784798 

Wednesday 
6.30pm – 
7.30pm 

West Gym 
Bodyrock – high intensity 
interval training.  For all 

fitness abilities 

Carly Bown 
07904 784798 

Thursday 
7.30pm – 
8.30pm 

West Hall Zumba with SJ 
Sarah-Jane Wren 

07971 338980 

Thursday 
7.00pm – 
8.00pm 

East Gym Circuit Training 
Denise Hayes 
07971 769038 

or 01277 363533 

Thursday 
6.30pm – 
7.30pm 

West Gym 
Kettlebells – burns up to 
1200 calories per class, 
focuses on burning fat 

Sarah Packer 
07815 538608 

Saturday 
10.00am – 
12.00pm 

East Hall, East 
Gym and  

Music 

Stage Time Academy – 
performing arts school for 

ages 4-16.  Includes 
singing, dance and 

drama, suitable for all 
abilities. Discount avail-

able. 

Niesha Dell 
07962 337154 or 

Alice Murphy 
07506 745678 

  
As I am sure you are aware, the academy facilities are used by various organisations outside of 
academy hours to support the local community.  I wanted to make you aware of activities available to 
allow you the chance to try something new if you feel so inclined! 

If you are interested in joining any of these activities, please contact the person mentioned above 
directly or come along at the right time to see them. 
 
Please note that these activities are not run by Mark Hall Academy and participation is at your 
own choice and risk.  Please talk to the instructors before participating if you have any medical 
condition or concern which may affect your ability to take part. 
 


