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Key Dates 
 
 

Winter 2016 

Inspire 

Thursday 12 January   Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 18 January  Parent Council Meeting 5.15pm – 6.15pm 
Friday 20 January   Year 9 vaccinations DTP/meningitis  
Tuesday 24 January   Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 2 February   Year 9 Future Pathways Evening 
Friday 10 February   Last day of half term 
Wednesday 1 March   Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 2 March   World Book Day 
Wednesday 8 March   Parent Council Meeting  
Thursday 23 March   Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Friday 24 March    Red Nose Day 
Friday 31 March    Last Day of Term, break up for Easter 



A message from the 
Principal 

 

 

Our Open Evening feels like a long time ago but its success has been borne out by our highest set of 
admissions for the coming September 2016 intake; more evidence of our continuing and growing 
success. Our Visitors’ Book continues to record numerous positive comments from parents and other 
visitors to the Academy this term. They all cite how calm, purposeful and friendly the Academy is. 
 
Our newsletter provides more insights into some of the wonderful activities and opportunities that have 
been provided this term as we work towards achieving the ‘World Class Curriculum’ award which is a 
nationally recognized standard. Please take a look at our newsletter on line at http://
www.mha.attrust.org.uk/news/newsletters/ 
 
Having achieved an Ofsted rating of ‘Good’ last May, we are set on the next stage of our journey to 
Outstanding. I would like to thank our parents/carers and the wider community for their continuing 
support for our high standards and expectations; we cannot achieve the success your children deserve 
without this support.  
 
Pupil Awards – Birmingham, 8 December 
I am delighted to announce that the following students have been recognised by Academy 
Transformation Trust across a range of categories. These students certainly ‘Aspire, Endeavour and 
Achieve’ and we are immensely proud of them and their talents. The students beat other nominees from 
across the country to achieve these awards and they were presented with them at a grand ceremony in 
Birmingham on 8th December. 
 
Harvey Mead (Year 11) – ‘Charity and Fundraising’ Award 
 
Caitlin Moylan (Year 10) – ‘Overcoming Adversity’ Award 
 
Year 10 and 11 Mocks 
Our Year 10 and 11 students have conducted themselves superbly during the mock exam season and it 
is a delight to see them so focused on doing well. Keep going, keep making progress – you deserve to 
do well. 
 
May I wish you and your family and friends a very happy Christmas and a peaceful and successful New 
Year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Corinne Franceschi 
Principal 
 

“Drop Everything and Read” has been successfully 

implemented into the Academy by the Literacy co-

ordinator Mrs Barr. All students in Year 7 & 8 have 

been reading to each other and sharing their 

reading experiences for at least 15 minutes every 

day. This has been introduced in all curriculum 

areas and staff have been sharing their favourite 

books with the children. 
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English 

For the Year 11 Drop Down Day all students were involved in a day of Careers Information Advice and 
Guidance.  Part of this was that all students completed an application to Harlow College under the guidance 
of Mark Hall Academy staff.  They were also guided on how to complete a Personal Statement and 
C.V..  Throughout the day all the students were given the opportunity to speak to a visitor from a range of the 
employment sector.  This ranged from colleges and apprenticeships to people from the construction sector.  

CIAG 

 

This half term, all Year 10 and 11 students were lucky 

enough to have a visiting theatre company perform 'A 

Christmas Carol'. The performance gave the students the 

opportunity to enjoy Dickens renowned classic and watch 

the storyline unfold before their eyes. Year 10 and 11 

students are studying the text as part of their English 

Literature GCSE and the performance allowed the students 

to consolidate their knowledge of the plot, characters and 

themes. 

@MHAEnglish  

https://twitter.com/markhallacademy


Year 11 GCSE Art 
Congratulations  to our Year 11 Art 

students. They produced the most 

amazing work during their recent GCSE 

mock exam and their behaviour was 

impeccable. Thank you to all the staff that 

came  to view the ongoing work and 

support these talented students over the 

two days.  
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Christmas Crafts Club took place throughout November in 
preparation for the various Christmas events taking place 
this year and to support the decorations of the Christmas 
concert and Fair. 
 
Students attended both lunchtime and after school and 
participated in a range of activities from bauble decorating, 
cork reindeers and candle decorations to designing 
Christmas Cards.   

  

Christmas Crafts 

@markhallart   

https://twitter.com/markhallacademy


  

We are pleased to announce that the 
following students have been selected as 
the Student Academy Leadership Team 
for 2016-17: 
  

Head Girl – Ella Harris 
Head Boy – Ethan Cunnew 

Deputy Head Girl – Bilge Irmak 
Deputy Head Boy – Harvey Mead 

Assistant Head Girl – Abigail Brewster 
Assistant Head Boy – Endrit Abazi 

  
All of these made excellent applications 
and completed very successful interviews 
with Mrs Franceschi and Mr 
Stockdale.  They have some wonderful 
ideas and thoughts and we look forward 
to them working with us all. 

Student Leadership 

 
 

Community Links 
The Design & Technology department have recently been successful in creating an 
educational link with local Harlow tooling company 'Leitz Tooling UK Ltd'.  Mr Girling, 
Technical Sales Representative, contacted the Academy to offer support to the Design & 
Technology Department. After visiting the Academy and meeting with the Head of 
Department Leitz Tooling wished to donate 10 brand new precision tenon saws for 
students to use during their workshop based practical lessons. 

The Academy is extremely grateful and looks forward to exploring future opportunities 
with Leitz. 
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It has been a fantastic 
term within Design and 
Technology with lots of 
students producing high 
quality products and 
developing their 
designing skills.  Students 
have shown a real 
enthusiasm towards their 
lessons and there is a 
real buzz amongst the 
department. 

The new Head of Department has introduced news projects throughout Years 7-9, with Year 7 
designing and making travel maze games, Year 8 designing and making abstract clocks and 
Year 9 designing and making Memphis Design Group mono amplifiers to work with their smart 
phones. 

Key students that have shown an outstanding commitment 

towards the subject so far this year are Farrah Emery (7-

3), Amber Growden (7-1), George Dilworth-Wild (7-3), 

Grace Bickerstaff (8-4), Thomas Boyce-Schooling (8-2), 

Charlie Dudley (8-3), Molly Macleay (8-6), Bryony-Ann 

Roberts (9-2), Mia Weston (9-1), Elmas Zarif (9-3), Darian 

Paraschita (9-2) 

Design and Technology 



 
 

@MHA_Science 

On Tuesday lunchtimes, members of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) club 
have been meeting to take part in various scientific endeavours. 
One of the accomplishments made by the students was to solve the world’s energy crisis by using 
potatoes to power an LED bulb. The potatoes act as “batteries” to cause an electrical current to flow 
through them. 

    Potatoes – is there anything they can’t do? 

We have also been watching crystals grow in real time – when copper is placed in silver nitrate, the 
more reactive copper displaces the silver in the solution and silver is precipitated as crystals. 
This process can be seen happening live under a microscope.  
 
We look forward to continuing STEM club in the future, ideas are welcome!  

Miss Lewis and Miss Bailey 

STEM Club 

Science and PE 

Year 10 GCSE combining their knowledge of both the skeletal and muscular systems this week. 

https://twitter.com/markhallacademy
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 On 8th December 2016 Caitlin Moylan and Harvey Mead attended the annual ATT Pupil 

Awards at Birmingham Council House.  
 
The awards were hosted by Perri and Jordan from Diversity after Jordan had only arrived 
back from the Celebrity Jungle the day before but after such a successful event last year 
wanted to come back to host the event again, even with jet lag.  
 
The nominations for awards come from all of the ATT Academies across the country. ATT 
said “ In the award nominations we saw many examples of the courage ambition and the 
positive attitudes which have driven our pupils to achieve the very best they can, often 
beating the odds to do well; they have been an inspiration to us”. 
Mark Hall Academy had two Award winners; 
 

Caitlyn Moylan – Overcoming Adversity Award, Secondary Winner 
 
In Early 2016 Caitlyn was diagnosed 
with a life threatening illness. During 
this time Caitlyn not only remained 
positive, but demonstrated unparalleled 
levels of resilience, in continuing to 
attend lessons as much as possible. 
Never without a smile, even when going 
through such personal physical and 
mental challenges; her attitude and 
strength is a complete inspiration not 
only to her peers, but to all of us. So 
early on in her life Caitlyn faced a 
challenge so great, and answered back 
so loudly “you will not defeat me”.   
 
 

 
Harvey Mead – Charity Fundraising Award 

 
Harvey has been an exceptional 

fundraiser this year.  He voluntarily 

collated numerous raffle prizes from 

various local businesses and was also 

the chief organiser of the Christmas 

Fair. Last year he also volunteered his 

time to market our charity 10k for 

children with cancer. He has been 

outstanding in his approach and with 

time he has volunteered to allow us to 

complete substantial events raising 

over £1500 for Cancer Research.  

Harvey has definitely shown that he 

supports the journey we are on to 

make both Mark Hall and our 

surrounding community a better place.  

ATT Pupil Awards 



Christmas Market 
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This year’s Christmas Market was a huge success. 

The staff and students worked side by side to produce some wonderful products including 

calendars, sweet cones, Christmas cards, jewellery and a huge assortment of edible 

goodies. 

Over £1000 was raised for the charity Brain Tumour Research and the  figure continues to 

rise as we continue to sell our 2017 calendars. 

The support from the local community was  wonderful and they were very complimentary, 

not only about he goods available but also the entertainment from or choir and our newly 

formed steel band. 

 



 

Music 

Autumn term began with a trip to 
London! Our students enjoyed a 

concert at The Royal Albert Hall. They 
were entertained by The Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, who 

performed the ‘Best of Broadway’ 
 
 

 

 

We organised an inter-school competition against Epping St. John’s School, Burnt Mill Academy and 
The John Warner School. Here’s a quote from our bassist, Olivia Duckmanton: 
 

"Battle of the Bands was such a good night! I enjoyed being 
surrounded by many talented musicians and competing 
against the other schools was so much fun! I was honoured 
that Mark Hall Academy won 3 awards as there were so many 
amazing bands there against us. Overall, the atmosphere and 
adrenaline were so overwhelmingly brilliant and left me 
smiling for days 
after!"  

Battle of the Bands 

@MHA_MusicDept   

https://twitter.com/markhallacademy
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This year’s winning entry for the community 
Christmas Card Competition was Eloise Nelson in 
Year 8. 

The KS3 Choir have been very busy this term. Their first performance was at the Christmas 
concert at St. Mary’s Church. They performed a few festive favourites as well as James Bay’s 
Hold Back The River. They continued their success with performances at Fawbert and 
Barnard Primary School and the Christmas Market 

Choir 



 

 

Poland Trip 

On the 6th October 2016 we took an amazing 
group of students on an emotional and 
educational trip to Poland for an action packed 3 
day tour. 

Following a 3am wake up call and over 6 hours 
of travelling time, we arrived at our 
accommodation, dropped our bags and headed 
off for a three hour walking tour of Krakow taking 
in the Old Town, Kazimierz and Podgorze. The 
rain did not dampen our spirits as we took in all 
the sights! Krakow Old Town has some amazing 
architecture! We stopped briefly with our guide at 
one of the many memorial spots in the Jewish 
Quarter and were told of the history of the Jews 
of Poland. 

  

Our second day started with a trip to the Schindler 
Museum where we heard the story of Oskar 
Schindler and heard how he worked to save the 
lives of over 1000 Jewish men and women from the 
gas chambers of Auschwitz. Our tour guides also 
took the time to explain how the exhibition was 
designed to show Polish life both before and after 
the war. We learnt about Poland’s history of 
occupation, firstly under the Nazis and then Russia, 
before being granted independence at the end of 
the Cold War. 
Our third day was the most emotional day of the trip. 
We were off to Auschwitz-Birkenau – the largest 

concentration camp of the Holocaust. Over 
1,000,000 people were murdered in this one camp. 
Our guided tour lasted four hours and included 
walking through a gas chamber and the Lake of 
Human Ashes. Our guides complimented the 
mature attitude of our students and could not 
believe how engaged they were.  The final part of 
the day was spent at the Galicia Jewish Museum 
where we looked at the “How does life go on?” 
exhibition which explained what has been done in 
Poland to commemorate the loss of its Jewish 
community following Nazi persecution. We also had 
the fantastic opportunity to meet with a Holocaust 
survivor who shared her story with our students and 
even took the time to have some group photos. 
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Our final day took us on a journey into the depths of the Wielickza 
Salt Mines. We travelled over 300 metres down and completed a 
walking historical tour of the working of the mines. It was amazing 
to take in the different sculptures, wall carvings and salt crystal 
chandeliers – all of which were carved by hand out of rock salt. 
  
Sunday saw us return home for a much needed and well deserved 
rest. 

We marked Remembrance Day with several projects and events including Mr 
Salmon-Jones playing the Last Post at the start and end of our memorial silence. 
The sound reverberating around the silent Academy was both eerie and incredibly 
moving. 

Remembrance Day 

https://twitter.com/markhallacademy


 

November 23rd saw our most successful 'Drop Down Day' ever!. 
Students competed as Communities to dance, sing, play music, 
play sport, design their own tessellations and become 
entrepreneurs. 
  
Students were given the opportunity to work in a unique 
environment with different staff, different students and different 

year groups. They 
created opportunity, they were 
able to express themselves 
creatively and above all, were 
given the opportunity to shine. Roll 
on Drop Down Day 2 in the Spring! 
  

Drop Down Day 

Year 7 

This year for drop down day the Year 7s 

were doing Dancing, Art, Sport and 

music. There was a wide range of 

activities for both boys and girls to do. 

Rosaria interviewed a Year 7 girl about 

what she was doing in her art session, 

she said that she was enjoying it and 

wishes she would do something like this again next year.  

The Year 7s in the dance session were focused on how to perform 

rhythmic gymnastics, and different types of dance routines. 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 

The year 8s were 
doing tessellation. 
Tessellation is when 
you use shapes and 
put them together to 
make a pattern or a 
bigger shape. 
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Drop Down Day 

Year 10 
 
Year 10 students were business planning, developing prototypes, evaluating and pricing 

products ahead of the Christmas Market. Harlow Chamber of Commerce joined us on the 

day to give the students an insight into the World of Business – Thank you to Ian and Emily 

who kindly gave their time to talk all things money making with our students. The other 

sessions of the day allowed students to show their creativity in DT and computing which 

they really enjoyed. It was great to see our new Catering room being used and we look 

forward to the culinary delights that will come from there throughout the year.  



 

 

Anti-bullying 

November saw our most successful Anti-Bullying 
week EVER! Students were given the 
opportunity to write their very own 'Pledge with 
an Edge' which gave them the chance to voice 
how they will combat bullying on a personal 
level.  

All the students were rewarded for their efforts 
with their very own blue ribbon to mark the 
occasion.  

A host of exciting assemblies were delivered by 
Phase Leaders and MHA were proud to make 
their mark and promote 'Power for Good,' 
 
 

The anti-bullying posters created by the students 
were wonderful and showed how much of the 
information they had taken on board. They showed 
so many new ways to get the information across. 
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Students became 'Spotacular' for the day 
whilst raising money for 'Children in Need' 
on 18th November. Our fantastic Ms. 
McPherson put on a fantastic bake sale, 
TEAM MHA organised a 'pay to play' on the 
astro-turf and our very own Mr. Roberts 
raised money by hosting a home group 
sweet and treat sale.  
 
Mrs Parker and The Meteor Club joined in 
the fun and created some fantastic badges.  
 
 



Out with the old ... 

 

We are so proud of Abigail Jarvie 
for completing her first charity run in 
memory of her uncle who died in 
January 2014.   

It was with pride and sadness that we said “Goodbye” to our Class of 2016 at their afternoon tea. They 
came, with their families ,to collect their exam certificates and catch up with staff and peers. 


