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Term Dates 2019-20 

 

Autumn Term 2019 

Tuesday 3 September 20   

December 

Half Term: 21 October— 

1 November 

 

Spring Term 2020 

6 January—3 April 2020 

Half Term: 17 February— 

21 February 

 

Summer Term 2020 

20 April—17 July  

Half term: 25 May—29 May 

May Bank Holiday: 4 May

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

AUTUMN TERM  -  FRIDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2018 

Dates for  Your Diary 

Thursday 1 November Year 7 Meet the Tutor  Evening 4 pm 

Friday 2 November  
Student Carnival Party (Inspired 

by Black History Month) 
6.30—9 pm 

Wednesday 7 November Parent Council Meeting 5.30 pm 

Thursday 6 November Year 10 Information Evening 4.30 pm—6.15 pm 

Thursday 29 November Community Christmas Event 6 pm—7 pm 

Thursday  6 December Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4 pm—7 pm 

Term Dates 2018-19 
 

Autumn Term 2018 

Thursday 6 September - 

Half Term: 22 October - 26 October 

 

Spring Term 2019 

Monday 7 January—Friday 5 April 

Half Term: 18 February - 22 Febru-

ary 

 

Summer Term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April—Friday 19 July 

Half term: 27 May—31 May 

May Bank Holiday: 6 May 

 

Incredibly we have completed the first half term of the academic year.  I have 
enjoyed every moment of it and I hope the students have too.  From greeting the 
Year 7 students on their first day through to our visit from Robert Halfon MP at 
the end of today we have achieved so much.  We had a wonderfully positive 
Open Evening and the students did a great job in demonstrating their work.  We 
have had a successful year 11 parents’/carers’ evening that enabled parents, 
carers, students and teachers to discuss the progress the students are mak-
ing.  We have held numerous extra-curricular activities and clubs.  And of course 
we have had all our lessons and practical sessions around the academy.   

I would like to thank the whole academy community for the contributions they 
have made this half term and particularly all the staff, both teaching and support 
staff, who have worked tirelessly for the benefit of our students.  I do want to par-
ticularly thank Miss Gisbourne who is leaving today.  Miss Gisbourne has worked 
as a Guidance Manager, supporting the students on a daily basis and has been 
with Mark Hall for 7 years.  She will be greatly missed and we wish her well as 
she moves on to a new opportunity.  I also want to thank Dr Rodionova who is 
leaving today from science and also Mrs Postolache who has been one of our 
Midday Assistants.  We are grateful for all they have contributed to the academy 
and wish them well. 
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Letters Home / Information on Website 
Please click on the links below to view letters that have been emailed or sent home and information from our website: 

 

http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Parent-Guide-for-SchoolMoney.pdf 

http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/ShowMyHomework-Parent-Pack.pdf 

Student Behaviour Outside of School 

We will take the strongest sanctions against any students whose behaviour outside the academy, whilst in school uniform, is in 
any way unacceptable.  A small number of students are not behaving politely or with consideration on local buses on the way 
home. It is completely unacceptable to behave rudely or boisterously and make older people and young children, in particular, feel 
threatened or vulnerable. You are also bringing the academy into disrepute and this is an excludable offence.  

Uniform - A reminder to Students 

Students should not be wearing any outdoor coats/scarves whilst in the Academy building.  If you do there 
is a risk they will be confiscated 

 

Please can I draw your attention to a notice further down the bulletin.  The Young Essex Assembly is looking for 
students to stand as candidates and represent the young people of Harlow on the county assembly.  This is a fab-
ulous opportunity and we have had assemblies about it this week.  The deadline has been extended and I would 
encourage any of our students to stand.  Please do talk to your children about this as it would be great to have a 
representative from Mark Hall on the Young Essex Assembly. 

I do hope that everyone has a relaxing and peaceful half term holiday.  We start back on Monday 29 October 2018 
and it will be a Week 2. 

Mr J Fuller 

Principal 
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2018 elections 
Application forms are available from Monday 11 June to Monday 15 October 2018. 

The voting will take place on 26 November to 3 December. 

Declaration events revealing the new members will happen countywide during the week of 10 
December 2018. 

The first sitting for new members will be on Saturday 19 January 2019 at County Hall with a 
training residential to be held in half term in February 2019. 

Please get in touch if you have any questions or worries about getting involved. 
 

"At the start I thought it was all about politics but now I know it's more about teamwork 
and giving the youth a voice." Jack, Age 15, Braintree, YEA 

 

www.young-essex-assembly.org.uk 

 

http://forms.essex.gov.uk/default.aspx/RenderForm/?F.Name=ePGsrrkem2d&HideAll=1
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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Sexual and criminal exploitation of children – will you spot the signs? 

The exploitation of children is, sadly, a growing problem and has a devastating impact on those directly affected and their 
families. It happens, and it happens here, in Essex. This is not just involving older children, even primary age children are 
being drawn into exploitation. It is never too soon for our children to learn how to keep themselves safe.  
 

Essex Police is working hard to tackle these awful crimes but we cannot do it alone. As a parent or carer with responsibil-
ity for a child I am asking for your help. Please be aware of the warning signs together with the help and advice available 
to you.  

 

Exploitation - what is it? 

Sexual exploitation involves a child being manipulated, forced or deceived into sexual activity often for financial gain or to 
build status or control.  

Criminal exploitation involves a child being coerced to commit criminal activity. This is often associated with gangs and 
the selling of illegal drugs.  
 

The warning signs 

Is your child regularly going missing, coming home late or persistently absent from school? 

Do they have new or older friends different to their normal social group?  

Do they have money, expensive-looking clothes or a new phone you didn’t buy for them? 

Are they being secretive when using their phone or the internet or perhaps making / receiving lots of calls and texts? 

Has their mood changed or have they become withdrawn or aggressive?  

Are they harming themselves or displaying inappropriate sexualised behaviour? 
 

These are indicators. They do not always mean a child is being exploited, but, please see them as a potential ‘warning 
sign’.  
 

A new hotline number – 01245 452058 

If you are worried, please call us. You will not be wasting our time. A team of Essex Police officers and staff are on 
standby to listen, help and offer advice. The line is open Monday to Friday 08:00-16:00 with a voicemail facility outside of 
these hours.  
 

As a parent of school age children myself I would encourage you to talk to your child / children about these potential dan-
gers. Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Andy Prophet 

Assistant Chief Constable 

 

You can more information and advice about child exploitation on the Essex Police website https://www.essex.police.uk/
advice/child-sexual-exploitation 

 

https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/child-sexual-exploitation
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/child-sexual-exploitation
http://web/departments/mediaandpr/pr/Crests/13_crest_blue.jpg
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Dear Students  
 

There will be a display of lost property in Learning Hub every 
day from 11.10am until 11.30am 

 
You will be able to access this from the West Playground and 

there will be a sign on the door 
 

 As Mark Hall does not have room to keep Lost Property, it will 
only be held for 1 week before being disposed of. 

 

Kind Regards 

Mrs Maragh-MacPherson (Guidance Manager KS3) 



 

Mark Hall Academy 
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                                                   Meteor Club                                                               

Monday to Friday in the LRC  

                                    3.10pm to 5.20pm 

 

An opportunity for all year groups to get their homework done with support and resources to help. 

Free activity of the week is offered once homework is complete, so you can get creative and so-

cialise with students that are not normally in your friendship groups. 

Friday - week 2, a film will be shown for you to relax with at the end of the week if you so wish, of 

course there is still the option to complete homework. Friday – week 1, is the opportunity to write 

reviews of the films watched to earn rewards scaled to the number of reviews written. Full details 

of which are displayed in the club.       

                                                                                                                             

 

 

Film Paddington Bear 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52x5HJ9H8DM 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52x5HJ9H8DM

