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Term Dates 2019-20 

 

Autumn Term 2019 

Tuesday 3 September 20   

December 

Half Term: 

 

Spring Term 2020 

6 January—3 April 2020 

Half Term: 17 February— 

21 February 

 

Summer Term 2020 

20 April—17 July  

Half term: 25 May—29 May 

May Bank Holiday: 4 May 

 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

AUTUMN TERM  -  FRIDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2018 

Dates for  Your Diary 

Wednesday 28 November GCSE Certificate Event 5.30 pm—6.30 pm 

Thursday 29 November Christmas Concert 6 pm—7.15 pm 

Wednesday 5 December Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4 pm—7 pm 

Friday 21 December End of Term 
Students leave from  

12.30 pm 

Monday 7 January Start of Spring Term 
Students start at normal 

time 

Friday 11 January 
Staff Training Day 
Non-student day 

 

Term Dates 2018-19 
 

Autumn Term 2018 

Thursday 6 September - 

Half Term: 22 October - 26 October 

 

Spring Term 2019 

Monday 7 January—Friday 5 April 

Half Term: 18 February - 22 Febru-

ary 

Staff Training Day—11 January 

2019 

 

Summer Term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April—Friday 19 July 

Half term: 27 May—31 May 

May Bank Holiday: 6 May 

 

Incredibly we are half way through this half term.  Please remember that Mark Hall 
Academy finish for the Christmas break on Friday 21 December at 12-30 pm.  We 
return in January on Monday 7 January at the normal time.  I also want to let you 
know that we are going to have an additional staff training day in January on Friday 
11 January.  We have recruited a number of new staff, both teaching and non-
teaching, and I want to ensure that they and all Mark Hall staff have received a high 
level of training at the start of the new year.  I will also be emailing home a letter 
about this extra training day as the students will be off school for Friday 11 January 
2019. 

 

This week we have had lots of highlights including great wins for our year 7 girls’ 
football team and a fabulously inspiring assembly from Rudolph Walker.  As you 
will know Rudolph Walker plays the character Patrick Trueman in EastEnders.  He 
has been in EastEnders for 17 years and he spoke to all our year 9 students about 
having a dream of being an actor from the age of 7 or 8 and working hard over the 
last 70 plus years to achieve his dream.  His message fitted exactly with our motto 
of Aspire, Endeavour, Achieve and it was wonderful to listen to him.  He also 
launched a new drama completion that Mr McHugh will be encouraging our stu-
dents to participate in.  Students have to devise their own 10 minute dramatic pro-
duction and will then compete with other schools in Harlow and Essex. 
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As an academy we pride ourselves on the support we give our students.  Part of this is ensuring that we build positive relation-
ships with both students and also parents and carers.  To enable all our students to be supported please do contact your 
child’s Home Group Tutor in the first instance if there is a pastoral issue and then if necessary you can then contact the Key 
Stage Co-ordinator.  For academic issues the first approach should be to the subject teacher or the head of depart-
ment.  Please do contact the academy in advance to arrange meetings so that the right staff are available, before coming into 
the academy. 

 

Next week we are all looking forward to our Christmas Concert on Thursday 29 November at 6 pm.  It will be a fabulous way 
to start getting in the Christmas spirit so please do join us in West Hall on Thursday.  And on the building site the foundations 
are being dug and we are expecting some of the steel framework to be up by Christmas.  Great excitement all round. 

 

One final notice is that we are trialling ways to speed up and improve the service we have in the canteen.  The food is excel-
lent, but that does mean we have a lot more students to feed.  We are intending to have an additional till and from next week 
we will be moving the cold food, including sandwiches and cakes, to the tuck shop servery.  So from next week the main 
servery will be hot food and the tuck shop will be cold food.  The expectation is that the queues will then be better balanced 
between the two venues. 

 

Mr J Fuller 

Principal 

Letters Home / Information on Website 
Please click on the links below to view letters that have been emailed or sent home and information from our website: 

 

http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Post-16-Open-Evenings.pdf 

http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/letter-to-parents-France-2018-2.pdf 
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Mr Fuller ,  Themi Mazis and Olivia Wilman-Pursey met the actor Rudolph Walker  and Cllr Eddie 
Johnson- Vice Chairman of Essex County Council 

Rudolph Walker, Patrick from Eastenders,  
came to the academy to launch a competi-
tion that is run by his foundation . The com-
petition will be between 4 schools in Har-
low and Essex. We need to create a 10 
minute devised performance that will be 
performed at a professional theatre under 
the banner of the Rudolph Walker Founda-
tion. Judges will be there to decide who 
wins awards such as best actor, best per-
formance, best script etc. 

 

This will be performed in April 2019. 

 

Cllr Eddie Johnson was there as it is fund-
ing from the Essex county council that is 
making it all happen financially. 

 

Throughout the process professional ac-
tors and mentors will come to the school to 
help develop the devised material. 

Harlow College Performing Arts Level 4 students Chloe, Will and Kayley came in to run a variety of workshops on Drama, Dance and 
Musical Theatre. They had a 2 hour session teaching the year 10 drama GCSE class some useful skills for performance. After break 
Kayley led a 2 hour dance class with 35 students from year 7-10.  This involved teaching the students some techniques from ballet to 
contemporary.  They ended the day delivering a one hour musical theatre number from the musical 'The Addams Family' to a group 
of enthusiastic year 7 students. 

Performing Arts at Mark Hall Academy 
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Outstanding Result for Year 7 Football Team 

Congratulations 
 

The year 7 girls competed in their first football tournament of the year on Thursday night. The 
girls started well with comprehensive wins against Stewards (2-0) and Passmores ‘B’ (2-0). The 
girls were growing in confidence and a 1-0 victory over St Nick’s followed, before two tough en-
counters with St Mark’s ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams. The girls managed victories in both games against St 
Mark’s, with some fantastic play from Kasey Keen and Rae Nelson. The last game of the evening 
was played against Passmores ‘A’. The girls put in a brilliant performance and managed to score 
3 goals in the process, eventually running out 3-0 winners.  

 

Their 6 victories are a credit to the hard work and commitment the girls have shown in training. 
They scored 12 goals in total and only conceded 1. Player of the tournament must go to Kasey 
Keen who captained the team brilliantly and scored 8 goals!  

 

Well done girls! 
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w/b: Mon 26
th November 2018

Jubilation (noun)
a feeling of great happiness and triumph.

The goal was greeted by jubilation from the home fans.

Congratulations to :  

Jacob Raymond and Chloe Begley (year 7) winners for solving the weekly 
maths problem. They will each receive a front of lunch pass, a certificate 
and some sweets. 
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Excellent attendance is important for a number of reasons. It has been proven that those pupils with excellent attendance are 
more likely to achieve more GCSE’s at a higher grade, be less likely to be involved with anti-social behaviour and are generally 
more settled within school. 

 

Government Research has shown that where attendance levels fall below 95% a students’ academic performance and achieve-
ment is badly affected. It is therefore our aim for all our students to have at least 96% attendance or above. 

 

Mark Hall Academy understands that for some students being in school every single day can be a challenge and we have vari-
ous reward schemes and incentives to encourage and motivate pupils to achieve excellent attendance. The attendance figures 
for our Academy have been rising over the last few years and this is a trend we are keen to continue! 

 

The school monitors every child’s attendance daily, and the Education Welfare Service monitor our attendance weekly. If your 
child’s attendance is below an acceptable level he/she will be referred to the Education Welfare Service who will contact you. 

We are able to provide support or advice to any parent with regard to attendance. Feel free to contact the Attendance Officer at 
the Academy if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s attendance. 

 

We look forward to Mark Hall Academy achieving great success with their attendance each and every year and with your child’s 
help we can continue to do so. 

 

We value the importance of good punctuality as it also has a valuable impact on the education of children. There are some inter-
esting facts published about punctuality which highlight how lateness can affect your child’s learning. 

Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to 3 days learning lost in a school year 

Arriving 15 minutes late every day is equal to 2 weeks leaning lost in a school year 

Arriving 30 minutes late every day is equal to 19 days learning lost in a school year 

 

Just a gentle reminder that all students must be on the school site by 08:40am ready to make their way to their Home Group 

rooms for registration beginning at 08:45am. 

 

The London Road entrance is promptly locked at 08:40am, therefore students arriving after this time will need to report to the 
Attendance Officer via the main Academy entrance.  Students arriving by bike must allow time to put their bike away in the bike 
shed before the first bell sounds at 08:40am. Persistent lateness of students using a bike may result in the Academy requesting 
an alternative method of travel be made.  C3 detentions will be given to any student late in the mornings unless we have re-
ceived a note or a phonecall. 

 

MARK HALL ACADEMY REALLY VALUE YOUR SUPPORT, SO THANK YOU! 
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Free Essex Careers Guide for Students  
 

The Essex Employment & Skills Board are passionate about ensuring that young people are aware of the wide range of career opportuni-
ties available on their doorstep. Therefore the ESB has created a new Essex careers website called: www.whatsyourthing.org.uk.  
 

What’s Your Thing? will help inform and inspire your students in the career choices they make by providing an insight into the careers 
available in seven priority sectors which contribute significantly to the local economy and have thousands of job opportunities. These 
sectors are: Advanced Manufacturing & Engineering, Construction, Health, Logistics, Care, Finance & Insurance and IT, Digital & Creative. 
 

To help promote the website and ensure young people are aware of the information, we are sending 300 copies of our brand new mini 
Essex Careers Guide and 50 copies of our ‘Ultimate Essex Construction Careers Guide’ to schools in Essex, Southend-On-Sea and Thurrock 
to distribute to their students. If you would like further copies of these booklets, please email us at theboard@essexesb.co.uk.  
 

Construction LIVE - On Wednesday, 14th November at 10:30am Balfour Beatty will be hosting another Construction Live event with the 
University of Manchester. Please register and join us free of charge using the link below and find out about the exciting technology and 
careers available in Construction and Engineering - https://learnliveuk.com/construction-live2/ 
 

The ESB’s Education and Industry STEM Programme team have a number of upcoming events aimed at your students, showcasing ca-
reers and relevant courses relating to our key sectors. If you’d like to bring along a group of students, take a look at http://
www.essexesb.co.uk/events, select the event you’d like to book places for, and follow the link to the Eventbrite booking system. Over 
the next few months we’re working with Colleges and Universities to put on the following:  

 

27th November – Artificial Intelligence in Gaming @ Colchester Institute, Braintree SPACES AVAILABLE 
28th November – Cyber Security: Battlegrounds of the Future @ Colchester Institute, Colchester SPACES AVAILABLE 
30th November – Construction and Engineering Taster Day @ Harlow College SPACES AVAILABLE 
1st December – Girls into Construction Speed Networking Event @ ARU, Chelmsford SPACES AVAILABLE 
18th December – Insight into Construction sessions @ PROCAT, Canvey Island SPACES AVAILABLE 
19th December – Insight into Engineering sessions @ PROCAT, Basildon SPACES AVAILABLE 
10th January – Financial Services Taster Day @ Uni of Essex, Colchester SPACES AVAILABLE 
23rd January – Health and Social Care Conference @ South Essex College, Thurrock SPACES AVAILABLE 
8th February – Digital Media Taster Day @ Colchester Institute, Braintree SPACES AVAILABLE 

 

http://www.whatsyourthing.org.uk
mailto:theboard@essexesb.co.uk
https://learnliveuk.com/construction-live2/
http://www.essexesb.co.uk/events
http://www.essexesb.co.uk/events
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                                                   Meteor Club                                                               

Monday to Friday in the LRC  

                                    3.10pm to 5.20pm 

 

An opportunity for all year groups to get their homework done with support and resources to help. 

Free activity of the week is offered once homework is complete, so you can get creative and so-

cialise with students that are not normally in your friendship groups. 

Friday - week 2, a film will be shown for you to relax with at the end of the week if you so wish, of 

course there is still the option to complete homework. Friday – week 1, is the opportunity to write 

reviews of the films watched to earn rewards scaled to the number of reviews written. Full details 

of which are displayed in the club.       

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

Goodbye Christopher Robin - www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsAlKzokl-8 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsAlKzokl-8
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Dear Students  

There will be a display of lost property in Learning Hub every 
day from 11.10am until 11.30am 

 

You will be able to access this from the West Playground and 
there will be a sign on the door 

 

 As Mark Hall does not have room to keep Lost Property, it will 
only be held for 1 week before being disposed of. 

 

 

Kind Regards 
Mrs Maragh-MacPherson (Guidance Manager) 
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