MARK HALL ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN
SPRING TERM - FRIDAY 5 APRIL 2019
Dates for Your Diary

Term Dates 2018-19
Spring Term 2019
Monday 7 January—Friday 5 April
Half Term: 18 February - 22 February
Staff Training Day—11 January
2019
Summer Term 2019
Tuesday 23 April—Friday 19 July
Half term: 27 May—31 May
May Bank Holiday: 6 May

Tuesday 23 April 2019

First Day Back after Easter Break

Normal start time

Thursday 25 April

PTA Meeting

6 pm

Monday 13 May

Start of Exams

Wednesday 15 May

Parent Council Meeting

5.30 pm

Dear Parents and Carers,
As another busy and successful term comes to a close and we approach the Easter holidays,
we would like to take this opportunity to give you some updates and reminders. We would
also like to thank all staff, students and parents/carers for their support and commitment
throughout the year.
Reports
All students in Years 10 and 11 will have been given a copy of their Spring progress report,
including mock exam results to bring home with them. Please use this opportunity to discuss
your child’s progress with them and set some targets. Years 7-9 will receive their progress
reports during the first week back after Easter.

Term Dates 2019-20
Autumn Term 2019
Tuesday 3 September—20
December
Half Term:

Spring Term 2020
6 January—3 April 2020
Half Term: 17 February—
21 February

Summer Term 2020
20 April—17 July
Half term: 25 May—29 May
May Bank Holiday: 4 May

Easter Academy- 15-17th April
Students in Year 11 and 10 have been invited by their teachers to attend study sessions to
support with their upcoming exams. Only those students who have been targeted should attend. The final version of the Easter timetabled study sessions will be available to view on the
academy website. Please ensure that your child attends on time.
Options
Students in Years 9 and 10 next term will be discussing options. We will send information
about the Options Evening and process after the Easter break.
Uniform
Many parents/carers buy new uniform over the Easter holidays, so please ensure you check
our uniform policy before doing so to ensure that your purchases comply with our high
standards and expectations. In particular, please note our policy on footwear as students
wearing incorrect footwear will be required to wear Academy plimsolls or study in isolation
until footwear that complies with our policy is worn. Students should wear plain black
shoes – no trainers or ‘trainer-style’ footwear. May I also remind you that nose/tongue
studs and other forms of body piercing or visible tattoos are not permitted. Students are also
expected to wear full Academy uniform both to and from the Academy – in the morning
on their way in and after school on their way home.
Details of our uniform policy can be found on our website at: http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/
academy-life/uniform/
Attendance and Punctuality
Students should arrive at the Academy by 08.35 and be in their Home Groups by 8.40
a.m. Students who arrive late will be issued a next day C3 (60 minute) detention after
school unless there is a sound reason for their lateness. All students are expected to
have a minimum of 98% attendance.
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Fixed Penalty Notices
Any persistent absence may mean that a fixed penalty notice may be issued.
The Academy does not support any holidays requested during term time. A request for absence must be made giving at least two
weeks’ notice. If a request is not approved and the student does not attend during the stated period, then a fixed penalty notice will be
issued upon the child’s return.
Any student with less than 90% attendance with any unauthorised absence will be sent a warning letter and if no improvement is
made then a fixed penalty notice will be issued.
Mobile Phones
We allow students to have a mobile phone in the academy under clear conditions and in designated areas; many schools ban them
as they can disrupt learning and be the cause of cyber-bullying.
However, if a mobile is the cause of a problem in a lesson or a problem between students (or any other type of problem has been
caused by the use of a mobile phone – 24/7) then the mobile phone will be confiscated and will only be returned to a parent/carer. In
serious or persistent cases, the student will have to hand their phone in at the start of the day and collect it at the end of the day. If
parents and pupils do not want this to happen then we ask that mobiles are used responsibly by students and only for the good/
positive.
If students are put on internal isolation, for whatever reason, they will also have to hand in their phone at the start of the day and collect it at the end of the day. This is non-negotiable.
Students are only allowed to use their mobiles at break or lunch in the West Hall, Café 54 or outside. They can only use them in lessons with the permission of their teacher.
We have a complete ban on students using their mobile to film or take photos of other students, even if a student has given permission.
If a student wants to make contact with a parent/carer during the school day, then this must be done by a member of staff.
Kooth
By visiting the website Kooth.com young people can now have 24/7 access to a fully qualified counsellor. This may be something you
wish to discuss with your son/daughter.
Keeping Safe over the Easter
Sadly, every Easter, there seem to be news reports of tragedies involving young people because they take unnecessary risks and put
themselves in danger. Please ensure you remind your children how to keep safe: safety around water; road and rail safety; on-line (esafety); sun safety; keeping personal possessions safe, to name but a few. Essex Police provide a range of useful tips at the following
link https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/summer-safety/ and CEOP’s ThinkUknow is a really useful website for E-Safety advice for all ages http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
Summer Term 2019
We start back on Tuesday 23rd April 2019. This is a normal academy day and all students are expected to arrive in full academy uniform.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank staff who will be leaving Mark Hall Academy at the end of this term and to wish them
every success and happiness in the future:

Teaching Staff:
Mr Archer (PE)
Ms Rixson (English)
Ms Patel (EAL/SEND)
We look forward to welcoming the following new staff in the Summer Term:
Teaching Staff:
Mr Rayson (Humanities)
Mr Hoole-Jackson (PE)
Ms Forster-Heke (English)
We wish you and your family a very happy and restful Easter holiday.
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Notices / Letters Home / Information on Website
Please click on the links below to view letters that have been emailed or sent home:
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/SchoolMoney-letter-Jan-2019-1.doc
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Work-Experience-Form.pdf
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/WE-Application.pdf
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/WE-letter-for-parents.pdf
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Mobile-Phones-Exam-Letter-2.pdf
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Fire-Alarms.pdf

Exam Stress Guidance
As you are aware exams start after the Easter Break. Please encourage your child(ren) to look at
this Student Guide to coping with Exam pressure.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/781889/Student_guide.pdf
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Mark Hall Academy win top drama award
On Friday Mark Hall academy students won best production and best actor at the Rudolph Walker Inter school awards at Epping College. Rudolph walker may not be well known in terms of his real name but everyone recognises the institution that he has become on
East Enders as the much loved Patrick Truman.
An awards evening funded and set up by both the Rudolph Walker foundation and Essex county council. Giving these fabulous young
people a platform to express themselves in a positive and rewarding way. See objectives below.

On winning the awards the students smiled and cheered (picture below) as well as bursting into tears along with their parents. A real feel
good evening that has brought about a genuine sense of pride to both these students and the academy. (Video attached).
Three schools were involved in the evening- Mark Hall Academy, Burnt Mill Academy and Roding Valley High School.
Each had a group of 5 and had a maximum 10 minutes per performance, voted on by 3 judges.
Our performance was an exploration of what life is like for modern day students. Flashbacks to their home life that showed the challenges that they face and the reasons they may not fully perform well in school.
THE RUDOLPH WALKER FOUNDATION OBJECTIVES ARE:
1. To provide young people with a sense of purpose.
2. To recognise that different people have different talent and skills, which need to be nurtured individually and sympathetically to help
them fulfil those talents and skills.

3. To understand that self-esteem is crucial to the development of responsibility and ambition in young people; and to develop selfesteem through team work and common objectives and goals.
http://www.yourharlow.com/2019/04/02/mark-hall-academy-win-top-drama-award/
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DANCE STUDENTS PERFORMANCE
23 Mark Hall students performed beautifully at Springblast 2019 on the 25th March at Chelmsford Civic Centre.
Students have been rehearsing every Friday at Dance Club with Emily Lewis and Ms Butler and as always, our students
were just fabulous, giving their absolute all.
Dance Club is open to all students and is on each and every Friday 3.10-5pm in West Hall.
Next performance pieces will be for school production of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ in July.
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Celebrating Year 8’s English Project
Year 8 students were given a rather interesting English homework project to undertake. The theme was Gothic Horror Literature and
they could choose from a number of tasks.
One option was to create their own Gothic interpretation would could be writing, artwork, customising an old t-shirt, designing a costume
etc. As you can see, these students were very imaginative!
Well done Year 8s!’
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Changing Lives welcomes visitor to Mark Hall Academy
On Thursday 28th March, 'Cally', an upcoming Grime artist in Essex was invited to the Academy by the Changing Lives Team. He performed an assembly to the Year 8 students and organised Grime workshops with students from Years 7 - 10.
Cally spoke to the students about mental health and encouraged them to talk to someone if they feel down. He spoke about his own
personal battle with mental health and how music and friends helped him get through it.

Cally was truly inspiring for all Mark Hall students. He was very impressed with the talent at Mark Hall had the creative skills they
showed, he even mentioned giving away free tickets to his upcoming tour! We will keep you posted!
Make sure to keep your eyes and ears peeled for the music video featuring Mark Hall students and 'Cally'.
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Meteor Club

Monday to Friday in the LRC
3.10pm to 5.20pm
An opportunity for all year groups to get their homework done with support and resources to help.
Free activity of the week is offered once homework is complete, so you can get creative and socialise with students that are not normally in your friendship groups.
Friday - week 2, a film will be shown for you to relax with at the end of the week if you so wish, of
course there is still the option to complete homework. Friday – week 1, is the opportunity to write
reviews of the films watched to earn rewards scaled to the number of reviews written. Full details
of which are displayed in the club.
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Student Behaviour and Consequences (detentions)
Dear Parents and Carers,
In order to support learning dialogue and conversations between students and staff we are have been looking at ways
in which we can further build relationships in the Academy. We have therefore tweaked the consequence system allowing opportunities for students to correct their actions in class before being sent to a more senior member of staff.
Thank you for your continued support, Ms Butler, Vice Principal
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Excellent attendance is important for a number of reasons. It has been proven that those pupils with excellent attendance are
more likely to achieve more GCSE’s at a higher grade, be less likely to be involved with anti-social behaviour and are generally
more settled within school.
Government Research has shown that where attendance levels fall below 95% a students’ academic performance and achievement is badly affected. It is therefore our aim for all our students to have at least 96% attendance or above.
Mark Hall Academy understands that for some students being in school every single day can be a challenge and we have various reward schemes and incentives to encourage and motivate pupils to achieve excellent attendance. The attendance figures
for our Academy have been rising over the last few years and this is a trend we are keen to continue!
The school monitors every child’s attendance daily, and the Education Welfare Service monitor our attendance weekly. If your
child’s attendance is below an acceptable level he/she will be referred to the Education Welfare Service who will contact you.
We are able to provide support or advice to any parent with regard to attendance. Feel free to contact the Attendance Officer at
the Academy if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s attendance.
We look forward to Mark Hall Academy achieving great success with their attendance each and every year and with your child’s
help we can continue to do so.

We value the importance of good punctuality as it also has a valuable impact on the education of children. There are some interesting facts published about punctuality which highlight how lateness can affect your child’s learning.
Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to 3 days learning lost in a school year
Arriving 15 minutes late every day is equal to 2 weeks leaning lost in a school year
Arriving 30 minutes late every day is equal to 19 days learning lost in a school year

Just a gentle reminder that all students must be on the school site by 08:40am ready to make their way to their Home Group
rooms for registration beginning at 08:45am.
The London Road entrance is promptly locked at 08:40am, therefore students arriving after this time will need to report to the
Attendance Officer via the main Academy entrance. Students arriving by bike must allow time to put their bike away in the bike
shed before the first bell sounds at 08:40am. Persistent lateness of students using a bike may result in the Academy requesting
an alternative method of travel be made. C3 detentions will be given to any student late in the mornings unless we have received a note or a phone call.

MARK HALL ACADEMY REALLY VALUE YOUR SUPPORT, SO THANK YOU!
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Academy Menu
For week beginning 23 April 2019
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Dear Students
There will be a display of lost property in
Learning Hub every day from 11.10am until
11.30am
You will be able to access this from the West
Playground and there will be a sign on the
door
As Mark Hall does not have room to keep
Lost Property, it will only be held for 1 week
before being disposed of.
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