MARK HALL ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN
SUMMER TERM - FRIDAY 24 MAY 2019
Term Dates 2018-19

Dates for Your Diary

Spring Term 2019
Monday 7 January—Friday 5 April
Half Term: 18 February - 22 February
Staff Training Day—11 January
2019
Summer Term 2019
Tuesday 23 April—Friday 19 July
Half term: 27 May—31 May
May Bank Holiday: 6 May

Monday 3 June

1st day back after half term break

Normal starting time
Week 1

Tuesday 25 June

Year 11 Prom

Newlands Hall in Roxwell

Thursday 4 July & Friday
5 July

Student Production : Little Shop of
Horrors

Friday 19 July

End of Summer Term

Students finish at 12.30 pm

Term Dates 2019-20
Autumn Term 2019
Tuesday 3 September—20
December
Half Term:

Spring Term 2020
6 January—3 April 2020
Half Term: 17 February—
21 February
Summer Term 2020
20 April—17 July
Half term: 25 May—29 May
May Bank Holiday: 4 May

Dear Parents/Carers
As you will see from the notices in this Bulletin we have had a busy term and there have
been some exciting opportunities for our students. Next term we are all looking forward to
the Academy Production of Little Shop of Horrors; the Year 11 Prom which follows the end
of Year 11 exams; continuing fundraising for our new minibus as well as other opportunities
for our students.
We want to say thank you to all our students, parents/carers and staff for everything that
they bring to our community, especially our students. We also wish to thank the parents/
carers who contribute a great deal, especially those who attend our Parent Council and the
new Parent Teacher Association (PTA). These meetings provide great opportunities for
parents/carers and staff to meet up, look at and discuss how we can help our academy community move forward and provide the best opportunities for our/your children.
We want to wish you all a lovely half term break and look forward to returning for our last
term of this academic year.
Mrs M Hazle & Mrs V Butler
Acting Co-Principals
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MARK HALL ACADEMY
Notices
Letters Home / Information on Website
Please click on the links below to view letters that have been emailed or sent home:
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/SchoolMoney-letter-Jan-2019-1.doc
http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Mobile-Phones-Exam-Letter-2.pdf

Do find a moment to watch our fabulous Mark Hall students in action in our new programme Connexus and Apollo with Changing Lives.
https://www.itv.com/news/anglia/2018-05-04/catch-up-watch-the-most-recent-itv-news-anglia/

Student Safety
The Academy has been given a metal detector to help keep students and staff safe. This may be used to search students suspected of
possession of banned items which contain metal.
This will only be used by staff in the event that a student is suspected of carrying such an item. The metal detector is in the form of a
wand which is passed over the fully clothed student.
If the student is wearing anything metal or carrying something untoward the wand will bleep and a light will come on.
Normal search procedures will apply – students will be asked to empty pockets and it will be crucial to find the source of the metal.
The Academy does not anticipate that it will have to use the metal detector very often and parents/carers as well as students can be assured that it will only be used:
a)
for demonstration purposes,
b)
where there is genuine concern or suspicion that a student is carrying a banned item or weapon.

Parental Concerns
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents and carers that should you have any concerns or matters that you wish to discuss
with the Academy, that you contact your child’s Home Group Tutor or Guidance Manager in the first instance. If you feel that your child’s
Home Group Tutor or Guidance Manager are unable to help you, please contact your Key Stage Coordinator (Head of Year). Of course,
if you feel that you still need support, please do contact either Mrs Hazle or Mrs Butler. Any issues which cannot be resolved by the CoPrincipals will be escalated and between us we will endeavour to respond to your concerns as soon as possible.
Key Stage 3 Coordinator—Mrs L Brown (Years 10 & 11)
Key Stage 4 Coordinator—Mr C Kemp (Years 7, 8 , 9)
Guidance Manager Year 7—Miss M Warwick
Guidance Manager Year 8—Mrs J Hawkins
Guidance Manager Year 9—Mrs S Maragh-MacPherson
Guidance Manager Years 10 & 11—Mrs L Hunt

Library Books
Please can you check to see if your child has a library book as many are now overdue, and have been for some time. If so, please return
them as soon as possible to the library. If the book has been damaged or cannot be found then a payment for the cost of a replacement
is required, alternatively a replacement copy in good condition is also acceptable.
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MARK HALL ACADEMY
Student Production — Little Shop of Horrors
Rehearsal Schedule
SONG

WHO’S NEEDED WHERE/WHEN

Now It’s Just The Gas

Piano TW, Bass TG Drums
GDW

Monday 3rd June home group time

Suddenly Seymour

Seymour, Audrey, Piano AL,
Guitars, Bass TG, Drums
GDW, Concert Band
Audrey Piano TW Strings EH,
Bass TG Drums GDW, Flute
RH
Mushnik and Seymour Piano
MJ, Piano AM, Guitars,
Bass CS Drums OW - CMU
Orin and Seymour Piano TW,
Bass TG Drums GDW, Concert Band - EVE
Mushnik and Seymour Piano
MJ, Piano AM, Guitars,
Bass CS Drums OW - CMU
Orin and Seymour Piano TW,
Bass TG Drums GDW, Concert Band - EVE
Orin, Chiffon, Crystal and
Ronette Piano JH, Guitars,
Bass CS Drums GC Concert
Band

Monday 3rd June 3.10 – 4.10

Somewhere That’s
Green

Mushnik And Son:
AND
Now It’s Just The Gas
(ORIGINAL KEY)
Mushnik And Son:
AND
Now It’s Just The Gas
(ORIGINAL KEY):
Be A Dentist
(ORIGINAL KEY):
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Tuesday 4th June home group time

Tuesday 4th June 3.10 – 4.10pm

Wednesday 5th June 3.10 –
4.30pm

Thursday 6th June 3.10 – 4.10pm
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MARK HALL ACADEMY
Options Years 10 and 9
Miss Moore has taken on options for both year groups. Most of the current Year 10 have finished their one-year option with the second
Sociology exam today. The Cambridge Sport students and Statistics students are finishing up next half term. When completed the students are completing a unit on understanding finances using resources called “Your Money Matter” written by the financial education
charity Young Money with guidance from MoneySavingExpert.com founder Martin Lewis.
In terms of deciding on their next course Year 10 have completed a student survey today with the official offer going home the first week
following the half term.
Year 9 will receive the options booklet by Friday 7th June 2019. Feedback from Parent Council was that it would be useful to have the
booklet before the options evening. The options evening will be on Tuesday 11 th June in the West Hall from 5pm to 6pm so please add
that date to your diary.

Stand up to cancer
Home group 7-2 decided to make this their charity. Freddie Jones approached his fellow students with the idea of a cake sale to raise
funds for charity. Freddie like many of the home group has watched friends and family battle with different types of cancer. The whole
home group feel passionate about raising funds, we have had our first cake sale this week to raise money. The students planned it,
baked and decorated some amazing cakes and produced posters. They have already raised over £90 from this event. They are determined to continue fund raising, so watch this space for updates. We are very proud of them!
Mrs Burns , Mr Mavris and Ms Muriuki

Year 11 Half term Academy
Last week was the first Saturday of a study room for year 11. Approx 20 students turned up, most to work on maths prior to the first written paper this week. The academy will be open to year 11 over the half term on the following days.
Saturday for Physics 9am to 12noon.
Wednesday the study room open in East 6 9am to 12 noon
Thursday Mr Jordan is offering Geography to the two option groups: group C 9-12 group D 12-3
Friday for Mathematics 9am to 12 noon
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MARK HALL ACADEMY
Dear Students and Parents,
The Mark Hall Academy PTA is delighted to announce our first fundraiser for the
Academy’s new minibus. ExL Young Driver Centre has very kindly donated 5
vouchers (one per year group) for a one hour driving lesson at their off-road
track in Edinburgh Way.
All students are able to receive a driving lesson.
These vouchers will be raffled at £5 per ticket and the draw will be open to all
year groups attending Mark Hall Academy and the lucky winners will be announced during the last week of assemblies of this academic year. The winners’
names will also be posted on the bulletin and website.
The lesson will be tailored to students’ own skill level and may include approaching junctions, roundabouts, gear changes and manoeuvres. Don’t worry if your
son/daughter is not very tall: the instructor can help with the pedals. You can
find out more on Facebook: EXL Young Driver Centre.
If you would like the chance for your son/daughter to win one of these vouchers,
please complete and return the form below to Mrs Butler. The deadline for slips
to be returned will be the 28th June 2019.

News & Fundraising

Please do not send any money at this stage. Once we have received your completed form, one of the PTA members will contact you by email with payment
details and a reference number to be quoted on your bank transfer. When payment is received your name will be entered into the draw.

Dear staff and parents, please go on the link
below to support our GoFundMe campaign,
Mark Hall minibus... we have £20,000 to
raise, please donate generously for our students:

We hope that you are as excited about this amazing opportunity as we are. If
this raffle works well and is popular, we and ExL hope to make it an on-going,
termly event.

https://www.gofundme.com/mark-hallminibus?

This is a fantastic way to launch our PTA and the minibus fund.
If you would like to join the MHA PTA, please tick the box on the form below.
Good luck!
The MHA PTA
PTA@mha.attrust.org.uk
Student Name…………………………………………………………………………….
Home Group…………….………
EXL YOUNG DRIVER RAFFLE - £5 PER TICKET.
Signed (Parent/carer)………………………………………………………………..
Date………………………….………
Email address………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………
Please send me more details about the MHA PTA
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MARK HALL ACADEMY
Meteor Club

Monday to Friday in the LRC
3.10pm to 5.20pm
An opportunity for all year groups to get their homework done with support and resources to help.
Free activity of the week is offered once homework is complete, so you can get creative and socialise with students that are not normally in your friendship groups.
Friday - week 2, a film will be shown for you to relax with at the end of the week if you so wish, of
course there is still the option to complete homework. Friday – week 1, is the opportunity to write
reviews of the films watched to earn rewards scaled to the number of reviews written. Full details
of which are displayed in the club.

Film - Miniscule

www.youtube.com/watch?v=94QlYiCmWvg
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MARK HALL ACADEMY
FISHING at Mark Hall Academy
Mark Hall Academy students recently embarked on a fishing course with our Changing Lives mentors. The course was a part of an outdoor learning initiative to encourage new skills in team work, leadership and fishing techniques
They went through a step-by-step process that taught skills needed to competently carry out fishing in a safe environment.
HEALTH AND SAFETY… The group established a number of safeguarding rules to ensure the safety of the group throughout
any practical activity. For example, don’t stand too close to the water …

LEARNT HOW TO FISH … We watched a number of educational videos to see what techniques we could use and would be
right for us. The group also practised casting, rigging rods, completing challenges and races against other teams in casting.
Planning … our next objective was to design equipment and activity checklist to ensure we would be prepared for the event. Listed here
are a number of factors we accounted for; transport, clothing, food, kit, safety measures. We encountered a verify of leaning skills for the
planning which included posters, videos, practical, and challenges.
FISHING ACTIVITY AT TIMBERLANDS FISHERY
09:00am, The team travelled by a mini bus, in our organised groups
09:30am, Safety briefing, induction, and additional kit tutorials led by Timberlands staff
10:00am, Fishing Competition begins for the day!
14:00am, Rains begins to fall and final whistle is blown … plenty of fish caught, SUCCESS!

14:30am, Travel back to school for review and awards ceremony

WINNERS OF THE MHA FISHING COMPETITION 2019 - HARRY P, GEORGE N, JAMES H
“Brayden Davies; At Mark Hall I went on a fishing trip with Rob Green and coach Ben at Timberlands Lakes. The trip inspired me to go
back and try to catch a fish called a sturgeon and I caught a 40lb fish. The owner gave me 100 pound as a reward.”
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MARK HALL ACADEMY
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO ALL PARENTS/CARERS AND STUDENTS
FOR ARRIVING ON TIME TO THE ACADEMY!
THIS IS A GREAT START TO YOUR CHILD’S BUSY DAY AHEAD!
THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR ARRIVING AT THE ACADEMY POSTED IN LAST WEEK’S BULLETIN HAVE
BEEN A GREAT SUCCESS!
I would just like to mention that we are aware when there are problems with buses and traffic and allowances
are made for these occurrences. Also, thank you to all parents/carers who have called in to say their child may
be late for a particular reason.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY
STUDENTS ARRIVING TO THE ACADEMY
Just a reminder that all students must enter the Academy via the London Road entrance by 08:40am.
Students arriving by car must be dropped off in the Sports Centre car park.
Students must not be dropped off by car at the main school entrance except for known arrangements already
agreed by the Academy.
STUDENTS ARRIVING LATE TO THE ACADEMY
We expect all students to be punctual. If your child is late they must still enter the Academy via the London Road
entrance up to 08:55am where a member of staff will take their name and a C3 detention may be issued. Late
arrivals by car should also be dropped off in the Sports Centre car park. They should then walk to the London
Road entrance.
Arrivals after 08:55am – Students should enter via the Main Academy with a written/ phone message reason
for being late from a parent/carer.
Students who persistently arrive late to the Academy will be referred to our
Attendance Consultants.
REPORTING THE ABSENCE OF YOUR CHILD
To inform us that your child will be absent we ask that you telephone the school on 01279 866280 and press
Option 4 for the absence line/Attendance Officer. For safeguarding reasons we ask that you report your
child absent at the start of the school day, preferably by 08:00am.
For safeguarding reasons, we check any unreported absences daily and you will receive a text or email
from the Attendance Officer if you have not telephoned the student absence line.
MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS
If you child has a medical/dental appointment, please inform the Attendance Officer via the absence line prior to
the appointment.
ATTENDANCE MONITORING
All student’s attendance is monitored every week. Should we have any concerns, you will be contacted by our
Attendance Consultants who may invite you in for a meeting. The Academy has issued a number of
penalty fines this year for irregular attendance and holidays in term time so we cannot stress enough how important it is for your child to attend well. We want your child to achieve and attendance is an extremely important
factor. Government Research has shown that where attendance levels fall below 95% a students’ academic performance and achievement is badly affected.
Thanking you all in anticipation of your support.
Regards
Mrs P Lane
Attendance Officer
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MARK HALL ACADEMY
E.C.S Pupil Attendance Services Ltd

ADVICE LINE FOR PARENTS
Launching on 10th June 2019 at Mark Hall Academy
Do you feel like your child doesn’t listen?
Are you worried about your child’s behaviour?
Is this affecting your child’s attendance at school?
Would you like to know more about how absences can impact on your child’s
learning?
Does your child have problems arriving at school on time?
We understand that parents/carers can sometimes want or need extra help or information. Parents often say that this helps them to be calm and confident, and in our
experience, parents’ value and benefit greatly from the opportunity to talk things
through.
We are here for you!
Asking for help on parenting skills or just confirming that you are doing the right
thing, does not make someone a bad parent.
Would you like free impartial/non-judgmental advice?
If you feel you would like to talk to us about any of the above or perhaps something
else, we are happy to listen and offer advice.

Please contact us on 01279 866 280 ext. 221 on any of
the following dates.
Monday 10th June 2019
Monday 17th June 2019
Monday 24th June 2019
Monday 1st July 2019
Monday 8th July 2019
Monday 15th July 2019
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between 2.00pm and 3.00pm
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between 2.00pm and 3.00pm
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between 2.00pm and 3.00pm
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MARK HALL ACADEMY

Dear Students
There will be a display of lost property in
Learning Hub every day from 11.10am until
11.30am
You will be able to access this from the West
Playground and there will be a sign on the
door
As Mark Hall does not have room to keep
Lost Property, it will only be held for 1 week
before being disposed of.
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