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Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
I would like to thank you for your continued support as we revise our curriculum provision at Mark Hall 
Academy. 
 
This Future Pathways booklet is designed to give you information about courses of study in Years 10 and 11. 
 
GCSE, BTEC, Vocational courses and examinations are an important milestone in every student’s career at 
the Academy, as they influence the level of courses that you can study for further and higher education.  
Good grades are essential and every student should try to do their best. 
 
One of the aims of the Academy is to ensure that students achieve their best.  We are therefore committed 
to providing a broad and balanced curriculum, which will include courses other than GCSE. 
 
In Years 10 and 11 all students will have to study the CORE offer which is 
 

 English (Language and Literature) 

 Mathematics 

 Science (Double Award) 

 Core PE 
 
Pathways: Students will receive a pathway offer based on their ability and achievements. They will be able 
to make some choices of subjects which they would like to study. 
 
One-year options: 2018-2019 saw the first sitting of examinations in this manner. The current year 10 have 
taken the GCSE in English Literature and one of their option choices. We are delighted to be able to offer 
one-year options again this academic year. That means that this booklet is the current curriculum offer but 
there may be additional courses on offer during year 11. 
 
Choose carefully 
 
Do so only after you have read the booklet and discussed your preferences with your child, the teachers 
and tutor.  Remember that this is the first time you have had a choice as to which subjects you study so 
choose carefully. 
 
I hope all students and parents will use this booklet as a guide for courses in Years 10 and 11, as it provides 
lots of essential information. 
 
Please ensure that your completed forms are returned to Main Reception by the deadline of Monday 17th 
June 2019. 
 
Once again many thanks for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss C. Moore 
Acting Assistant Principal 
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KEY STAGE 4 

(Years 10 and 11) 
 

The main means of accrediting students’ work at Key Stage 4 is through GCSE examinations. Some of the 
courses offered may be BTECs or Vocational qualifications. 
 
Subjects will require students to be assessed: 
 

 Final examinations – most of the exams are now linear. This means that the final examinations will 
take place at the end of the two years of study.   

 Controlled Assessments (Coursework) - this is work completed at the Academy and for homework 
which is then externally moderated. This is part of the final grade and can range from 20% to 75%. 

 Each subject shows the percentage devoted to these two assessments in the final grade at the end 
of Year 11.  

 
Some courses are fully linear (end of course exam) with no controlled assessments. 
 
How is my child graded?  
 
GCSE grades have changed to 1-9, with 9 being the highest. Your child will achieve these new grades in all 
of their GCSE subjects. The government has suggested that grade 5 will now be the new benchmark for a 
good pass grade. This is broadly equivalent to the top of the previous grade Cs. 
 
Students are entered for different tiers within the subjects.  Not all subjects have tiers. For example: 
 

 The Foundation Tier allows your child to achieve at grades 1-5. 

 The Higher Tier allows your child to achieve at grades 4-9. 
 
Decisions concerning entry tiers for terminal examinations take place in Year 11 based on students’ progress 
with controlled assessments and mock examinations.  Parents and students will have full opportunities to 
discuss the Tiers of Entry for all examinations. 
 
HOW PARENTS/CARERS CAN HELP 
 
This booklet has been designed as a straightforward guide to the subject’s students HAVE to study and those 
they can CHOOSE to study within the guidance given. 
 
Parents/Carers can help by taking an interest in their children’s work, especially the regular completion of 
homework and controlled assessments and specific examination requirements. 
 
There are regular tracking reports to ensure progress throughout the course, with individual targets set.  If 
there are any problems with meeting the targets, the Form Tutor, Head of Subject or subject teacher may 
invite you into the Academy to discuss your child’s progress. 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
It is the Academy’s and national policy to set homework.  No examination course can be successfully 
completed without homework.  Homework might be written work, research, reading or revision.  The Academy 
appreciates the support of parents/carers in ensuring that homework is completed.  It is extremely important 
at KS4 that students meet the deadlines set for homework. 
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
 
The way in which students approach their studies at this vital stage will affect their future chances.  All 
subjects demand a sensible, mature approach to school and homework and with a commitment to the 
highest possible standard of attainment. 
  
Where there are decisions to be made, it is important that students consider the reasons for the choices they 
are making.  Parents/Carers can help a great deal by talking over these reasons.  Tutors and subject staff 
will also be more than happy to offer advice. 
 

All students should consider education beyond the age of 16, including the probability of Further or 
Higher Education.  Five good GCSE passes at grade 4/5 are required for many, but not all, such 
courses.  English and Mathematics are often a must.  For many Advanced Level courses a GCSE 
Grade 5/6 is required in the subjects that a student decides to study, as well as 5 passes at grades 
4/5-9 overall. Students who don’t achieve a good GCSE pass in English and Mathematics will be 
expected to re-take these, even if they are following apprenticeships or vocational awards. 
 

LIFELONG LEARNING 
 

Increasingly, young people are taking more time to complete their education.  Now the majority continue their 
education past the age of 16, either by moving to a Sixth Form or by continuing their education at college.  
Students interested in taking up employment at the earliest opportunity should give particular thought to jobs 
which allow “day” or “block” release to study at a college, or which include other forms of recognised training. 
 
Those students who already have clear ideas about their future career aims should make sure they know 
about special subjects that may be required, by consulting their Head of Subject.  Understandably, many 
Year 9 students will not yet have reached such decisions.  It is very important for these students to keep 
their options open. Careful guidance will be given to your child through the selection of option pathways which 
will suit your child’s preferences and needs for the future. 
 

DECISION TIME 
In making the right decisions, students would be wise to consider: 

 The subject they have achieved well in;  

 The subject they feel they will continue to achieve well in; 

 The subject they may need for the future, and what levels they may be required to 

achieve (e.g. GCSE grade 4/5); 

 What is involved in the study of each subject, and how the subject is assessed; 

 The level of numeracy and literacy a subject demands; 

Do not choose a subject because you like the teacher.  You may not have that teacher next year.  Strive to 

choose a subject that you can do well in. 

When decisions about courses have been finally agreed, the Academy sends home a confirmation sheet to 

parents/carers later in the Summer Term. In some circumstances, you may be asked to attend a meeting to 

review your option’s offer with a member of ALT. These meetings are arranged to ensure that the course of 

study selected is the most appropriate before your child starts on their pathway. 

Once these final choices are made, the Academy regards each student’s course programme as an agreed 

contract, which can only be altered at the express request of parents/carers and subject staff.  The change 

can only be done in the first few weeks of Year 10. 

IMPORTANT 

A subject will not run if there are not sufficient numbers.  Therefore students are asked to make  

reserve/additional choices. 
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Art & Design (Fine Art)  
 
As young Art students, you are introduced to working independently through a structured project, giving you 
an understanding of how to cover the GCSE assessment objectives.  These lead onto self-planned projects 
in response to a given theme.  With the support of your teacher, you are able to choose which materials and 
processes you would like to develop your knowledge of and which you would like to learn.  
 
Through visits to galleries and, if possible, studios you will gain a greater understanding of your own creative 
possibilities and an enhanced understanding of the historical and contemporary context within which you 
work.   
 
Through continual self-reflection and evaluation, you are encouraged to lead your own learning.  In doing so, 
you are able to not only develop your understanding of yourself, but also enhance the transferable skills of 
self-organisation, planning and evaluation of outcomes. 

 
Awarding Body & Specification: AQA 8202 
 
Areas of Study 
  
You will build a portfolio of independently planned and led work which is submitted along with an externally 
set task (at the end of Year 11).  You are given a starting point at the beginning of each project from which 
you decide which materials and techniques you would like to use, learn and develop your use of.   Your work 
will need to cover one or more of the areas below: 
 
• Drawing 
• Painting  
• Sculpture 
• Installation 
• Lens-/light-based media 
• Photography and the moving image 
• Printmaking 
• Mixed media 
• Land art 
 

Assessment 
 
GCSE Art and Design is assessed as set out below: 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

Coursework (Portfolio of Work) Throughout the course 60% 

Externally Set Task  
Preparation work leading to 10 hours of 
supervised work 

  40% 

 
You will complete:  
 

 3 projects of themed coursework 

 1 mock external task (to prepare for 10 hours of supervised, un-aided work in the exam year)  

 1 externally set task 

 

GCSE OPEN 
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Progression  
 
This qualification supports progress to further study of Art & Design at A level 
and other level 3 courses: 
 

 A-Level Art & Design/Media/Photography 

 BTEC Diploma in Art & Design 

 All other level 3 Art & Design related courses  
 
This qualification also supports progress into employment in a very wide range of Art & Design related jobs 
including: Fashion Promotion, Illustration, Gaming, Fashion Design, Theatre Design, Fine Artist, Art Direction 
(Film & TV), Film, Textiles, Jewellery Design, Brand Management, Film Director, Advertising, Costume 
Design (Film & TV), Special Effects. 
 

Contact details 
 
Ms E Whittington, Head of Art & Design, Assistant Principal 
e.whittington@mha.attrust.org.uk 
 
 

  

mailto:e.whittington@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Citizenship 
Who runs the world? Are you ready to get active? If you want to know more then it’s time to delve into 
Citizenship! Here is your chance to develop your knowledge and understanding of the role of politics in 
relation to current issues that affect you and impact on modern society. Citizenship gives you the chance to 
engage with what it means to be an active citizen and prepares you for the next step in today’s globalised 
world.  
 
The qualification has been designed to help you become a critical and reflective thinker with an enquiring 
mind! It will provide you with life-long skills, knowledge and an understanding of how society has developed 
into the one you live in today! This option will be beneficial to those students who have an interest in current 
and historical political issues, and those who may wish to study history, law or politics at a higher level post 
16.  
 

Awarding Body & Specification:  EDEXCEL  
 

Areas of Study  
 

 
 
In this GCSE specification you will: 
  

 Have the opportunity to learn about power, democracy, the operation of government and the 
legal system, and the role of the UK in the wider world.  

 Students will also experience taking citizenship action and learn from trying to make a 
difference themselves.  

 Gain a deeper knowledge of democracy, government and law. 

GCSE OPEN 
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 Develop skills to create sustained and reasoned arguments and opportunities to present 
various viewpoints.  

 Organise and plan practical citizenship actions on advocacy to raise awareness.  

 Learn to become critical thinkers and develop evaluate arguments, weigh evidence and look 
for alternative interpretations and sources of evidence. 

 Recognise that your knowledge, understanding and skills will help you understand the 
present and provide you with a basis for your role as responsible citizens, as well as allowing 
further study at A Level and beyond. 

 

Assessment 
 
This GCSE has 2 exams all taken at the end of the 2 year course – A mix of multiple choice questions and 
extended answers.  
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade  

Written Exam Paper 1  
Living together in the UK 
Democracy at work in the UK 
Law and Justice 

1 Hour 45 
Minutes 

50 %  
80 Marks 

Written Exam Paper 2  
Power and Influence 

Taking Citizenship Action 

1 Hour 45 
Minutes 

50 % 
80 Marks 
 

Assessment Objectives: AO1- Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms and issues, AO2- Apply 

knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms and issues to contexts and actions, AO3- Analysis of Sources,  

Progression 

  
Citizenship at GCSE opens up A Level courses in Politics, English Literature and 
Language, Law, Media Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Politics, Philosophy and 
Performance Studies.  In terms of degrees it has strong links to Law, English 
Literature, Economics and Politics with many universities offering Joint Honours 
degrees in these subjects.  It is also strongly associated with Journalism, Media 
and Education.  
  
In summary, Citizenship is a relevant and dynamic subject which equips the 
young person with the skills necessary for making sense of the world and their 
role in it. 

 
 

Contact 
 
Ms J Craine, Head of Humanities 
j.craine@mha.attrust.org.uk 
 

 

  

mailto:j.craine@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Design & Technology – 

Planning and Maintaining the Built Environment 
This qualification is intended for students who are interested in construction and the built environment and 
wish to develop skills and knowledge that will prepare them for further study and employment within this 
sector. It supports students who want to learn about the construction industry from the sustainability and 
maintenance perspective. It provides students with a broad introduction to how the built environment is 
maintained and the types of career opportunities available. 

Awarding Body & Specification: WJEC Level 1/2 Planning 
and Maintaining the Built Environment 
 
Areas of Study 
 
Students will complete three mandatory units, one externally 
assessed and two internally assessed. 

Unit 1: Through this unit you will learn about the built environment of different areas. You will learn about 
different types of ownership and how the built environment is used by different types of people from a local 
community. You will learn about what causes a change in value to a built environment and how the value can 
be improved. You will use the knowledge and understanding you acquire to recommend ways to improve the 
value of the built environment to a community. 
 
Unit 2: Through this unit you will identify defects inside and outside of built environments. You will learn to 
understand the relationship between maintenance and protection of the built environment, in particular how 
different types of maintenance help to protect the built environment. You will develop practical skills to carry 
out repairs on defects identified and communication skills to pass on information appropriately with different 
members of design and build teams. 
 
Unit 3: Through this unit, you will learn about sustainable design and construction techniques and processes 
used to address sustainability issues. You will also be able to draw upon your knowledge and understanding 
of how the value of a built environment can be improved and how protection and maintenance of the built 
environment affects communities. You will also develop research skills that enable you to interact with local 
communities and investigate their views about sustainable development plans for their environment. 
 

Assessment  

Planning and Maintaining the Built Environment is assessed through controlled assessment and is a Level 2 
qualification equivalent to a GCSE. 
At Level 2, unit and qualification grades will be Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction*.  
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

Unit 1 - Adding value to the Built 

Environment 

6 hours to create a report in response to 

exam board set scenario.  (3 x 2 or 2 x 3 

hour sessions) 

External assessed  

25% 

Unit 2 - Maintaining the Built 

Environment 

Internal assessed 

Portfolio of evidence of practical/repair tasks 

completed during Years 10 and 11 

50% 

Unit 3 - Sustainable Built 

Environments 

Internal assessed 

Portfolio of set task.  Completed in Year 11 
25% 

 

Level 2 Technical Award OPEN 
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Progression 

 
This qualification supports progression into construction and the built 
environment based vocational courses in Further Education Colleges.   

Contact details 

Mr S Warren, Teacher of Design & Technology 

s.warren@mha.attrust.org.uk 
  

mailto:s.warren@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Design & Technology  

Resistant Materials – Timbers  

Design and Technology is a highly popular, inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and 

imagination, you will learn how to design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a 

variety of contexts.  As you follow the Design and Technology Timbers course, you will also acquire a broad 

range of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as Mathematics, Science, Computing and Art. You 

will learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative and enterprising.  

The GCSE Timbers builds on the skills and knowledge learnt at Key Stage 3 in each of the specialist subject 

areas. Practical work plays a very large part in this course, and requires students to be involved in designing 

and making quality products in a range of materials hinging around timbers.  

Awarding Body & Specification: Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Design and Technology (1DT0) 

 
Areas of Study 
 

Students will work through a range of projects that allow them to work with 

woods, metals and plastics and the associated machinery, but have a larger 

focus on working with a wood based materials selection. Students will also 

develop creativity, design and problem solving skills. 

 

Assessment  

 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

Non-examined assessment 

(coursework) 
Across Year 11 50% 

Examination (section A and B)* 1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

 
Section A: Core This section is 40 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, including open-
response, graphical, calculation and extended-open-response questions. There will be 10 marks of 
calculation questions in Section A.  
Section B: Material categories This section is 60 marks and contains a mixture of different question styles, 
including open-response, graphical, calculation and extended-open-response questions. There will be 5 
marks of calculation questions in Section B. 

 
  

GCSE OPEN 
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Progression 

 
Students can progress from this qualification to A Level or AS in Design and 
Technology, Level 3 vocational qualifications, e.g. the BTEC Level 3 
qualifications in Engineering or employment, e.g. in a design- or technology-
based industry where an Apprenticeship may be available. 

Contact details 

Miss C Moore, Acting Assistant Principal 
c.moore@mha.attrust.org.uk 
 
The course will be taught by a new appointment, Mr a Arden who joins in September. 

 

 

  

mailto:c.moore@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Drama 
 
GCSE AQA Drama is approached in a variety of practical ways from devised to scripted theatre with a strong 
focus on being able to communicate the process of creating drama in written form. Students learn many 
valuable life skills such as teamwork, sharing ideas and confidently presenting themselves.  Drama helps to 
build self-confidence and communication skills.  It also enables candidates to develop group-work skills and 
self-awareness.  Drama is well suited to those students who have a desire to participate and perform and 
who value a variety of approaches to study in their timetable.  

 
Awarding Body & Specification: AQA – 8261 
 
Areas of Study 
 
The course is broken up into 3 components: 

 Component 1 - Understanding Drama 
A written exam which includes multiple choice, analysis of a 
script and a live review. 

 Component 2 -  Devising Drama 
Students will work in groups to create their own devised 
drama based on their exploration of a stimulus and 
alongside this create a devising log. 

 Component 3 -  Texts in Practice 
Students explore a text and perform two extracts to a visiting 
examiner.  

 
As a breakdown of the examinable components the course is 70% written and 30% practical. 

 
Assessment 
 

Assessment Type Duration 
% of Overall 
Grade 

Component 1: Understanding Drama 
Written Exam- Externally Assessed 

1 Hour 45 Minutes 40% 

Component 2: Devising Drama  
Coursework and Performance – Internally 
Assessed, externally moderated. 
 

Throughout Year 10 & 11, 
choosing one sample to be 
moderated. 

40% 

Component 3: Texts in Practice 
A Practical Drama Performance – Externally 
Assessed 
 

Two extracts (monologue, 
Duologue or group presentation) 
Between 2 and 20 minutes 

20% 

 
Progression 

 
GCSE Drama is a useful preparation for A Level Drama and Theatre Studies, 
Film Studies, Media Studies, Communications, and Performing Arts.  It provides 
a good foundation for careers in Journalism, Media, Speech Therapy, Theatre 
(acting), Theatre (technical), Public Relations and Human Resources.  Drama 
is highly respected by many companies and colleges, as it teaches important 
skills. 

 
Contact 
Mr John McHugh, Head of Drama 
j.mchugh@mha.attrust.org.uk 

GCSE  OPEN 

mailto:j.mchugh@mha.attrust.org.uk
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English Language 
 
 
The new English Language GCSE will encourage you to read a greater range of high quality, challenging 
literature and non-fiction texts from a range of genres and types (from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries).  
The new English Language GCSE will have a greater focus on making sure that you are able to write clearly 
and accurately, in good Standard English. There will be an increased emphasis on spelling, punctuation and 
grammar including the use of vocabulary. 

 
Awarding Body & Specification: AQA 8700 
 
Areas of Study 
 
You should be able to demonstrate a confident control of Standard English 
and be able to write grammatically correct sentences, deploy figurative 
language and analyse texts. 
 
This will enable you to: 
 

 Read a wide range of texts fluently and with good understanding 

 Read critically and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve your own writing 

 Write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 

 Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately 

 Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical 
terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

 Listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively 

 
Assessment 
 
GCSE English Language is exam based. 
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall 
Grade  

Written Exam Paper 1  
Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

1 Hour 45 Minutes 50 %  

Written Exam Paper 2  
Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives 

1 Hour 45 Minutes 50 % 

 
     

Progression 
 
All employers and Further Education establishments require English at GCSE.  
An excellent standard of English is required to study A Level in English 
Language, Literature and/or Theatre Studies also careers in Journalism, Media, 
Speech Therapy, and Linguistics.  

 
Contact 
 
Contact 
 
Mrs M Barr, Head of English 
m.barr@mha.attrust.org.uk 

 

Compulsory 
GCSE 

CORE 

mailto:m.barr@mha.attrust.org.uk
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English Literature 
 
 
The new English Literature GCSE will encourage you to read a wide range of classic literature fluently with 
the assessment of: 
 

 19th century novel 

 Shakespeare play 

 Selection of poetry from 1789 including representative Romantic poems 

 British fiction or drama from 1914 onwards. 

 
Awarding Body & Specification: AQA 8702 
 
Areas of Study 
 
Through literature, you will have a chance to develop culturally and acquire 
knowledge of the best that has been written. 
 
This will enable you to: 
 

 Read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good     
understanding and make connections across your reading.                      

 Read in depth, evaluate and critically review, so that you are able to 
discuss and explain your understanding and ideas. 

 Develop the habit of reading widely and often. 

 Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage. 

 Write accurately, effectively and analytically about your reading, using Standard English. 

 Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other   
            literary and linguistic terms you need to criticise and analyse what you read. 
 

Assessment 
 
GCSE English Literature is exam based. 
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall 
Grade  

Written Exam Paper 1  
Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel 

1 Hour 45 Minutes 40 %  

Written Exam Paper 2  
Modern texts and Poetry 

2 Hour 15 Minutes 60 % 

 
Progression 
 
An excellent standard of English is required to study A Level English Language 
and Literature and/or Theatre Studies also careers in Journalism, Media, and 
Teaching.  Along with GCSE English Language, two separate English GCSE 
grades are awarded.  
 
 
 

Contact 
Mrs M Barr, Head of English 
m.barr@mha.attrust.org.uk 
  

Compulsory 
GCSE CORE 

mailto:m.barr@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Enterprise 

This course is for students who wish to acquire knowledge and skills through vocational contexts by studying 
the knowledge, behaviours and skills related to researching, planning, pitching and reviewing an enterprise 
idea as part of their learning. The qualification enables learners to develop their technical skills, such as 
market research skills, planning, promotional and financial skills using realistic work scenarios, and personal 
skills, (such as monitoring own performance, time management and problem solving) through a practical and 
skills-based approach to learning and assessment.  
 
Awarding Body & Specification: Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise 

 
Areas of Study 
 
The qualification consists of three components that give students the 
opportunity to develop broad knowledge and understanding of the 
enterprise sector, and relevant skills such as research, planning, 
problem solving and communication. The first two components focus on: 

 • the development of core knowledge and understanding, including the range of enterprises and the key 
features and factors that contribute to an enterprise’s level of success  

• the development and application of skills such as analysing research, information, planning and financial 
forecasting, communicating and problem solving  

• reflective practice through pitching an idea for an enterprise activity that allows students to reflect on their 
own communication skills and the viability of their enterprise activity following feedback. 

Component 3: Promotion and Finance for Enterprise requires students to analyse and interpret information 
in relation to an enterprise and to make recommendations on strategies to use to improve the performance 
of the enterprise. 

Assessment 
 
BTEC Enterprise is assessed through controlled assessments and a final exam at the end of the course. 

 

Assessment Type Examination method Weighting 

Component 1: Exploring Enterprises Coursework 30% 

Component 2: Planning for and pitching an enterprise activity Coursework 30% 

Component 3: Promotion and Finance for Enterprise 
External assessment  
2 hours 

40% 

 
Progression 
Students might consider progression to A Levels as preparation for entry into 

higher education in a range of subjects, study of a vocational qualification at 

Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Enterprise  and Entrepreneurship, which 

prepares them to enter employment or apprenticeships,  or to move on to higher 

education by studying a degree in the business sector. 

 
Contact 
 
Ms S Davies, Teacher of Enterprise 
s.davies@mha.attrust.org.uk 
  

Level 2 BTEC OPEN 

mailto:s.davies@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Geography 
 
Are you interested in people and their societies, economies, cultures and the environment? Are you interested 
in the effect they have on the planet? Are you keen to develop a wide range of skills? Do you want to take a 
GCSE that will make you highly employable in the future? If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
then Geography is the best choice for you at GCSE. 
 
Geography is a highly respected subject by the best universities.  It also helps you into the world of work – 
graduates who have a degree in Geography are more likely to have a graduate level job. Geography is up-
to-date and relevant, as well as exciting and adventurous. Geography helps us to make sense of the rapidly 
changing world around us. 
 
Awarding Body & Specification: EDEXCEL Spec A 
 
Areas of Study 
 
Component 1: The Physical Environment- The Changing Landscapes of the UK, 

Coastal Landscapes, River Landscapes, Weather Hazards and Climate change 

and Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Management. 

Component 2: The Human Environment- Changing Cities, Global Development 

and Resource Management. 

Component 3: Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork and UK Challenges 

In years 10 and 11 you carry out mid and end of topic tests using past GCSE questions. There are two 

compulsory fieldtrips, one to Epping Forest to study the formation of rivers. The second is human 

Geography based in and around the Olympic village, in Stratford. This is to show regeneration and 

development.  

Assessment 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall 
Grade  

Written Exam Paper 1  
The Physical Environment 

1 Hour 30 
Minutes 

37.5 %  

Written Exam Paper 2  
The Human Environment 

1 Hour 30 
Minutes 

37.5 % 

Written Exam Paper 3 
Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork and UK Challenges 

1 Hour 30 
Minutes 

25 % 

Paper 1 and Paper 2 each have a maximum of 94 marks; this is made up of three 30 mark sections and 4 

marks awarded for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology.  The exam includes 

multiple choice questions, short open, open response, calculations and 8-mark extended writing questions. 

Paper 3 has a maximum of 64 marks made up of four sections split into 15 marks each and 4 for SPaGT.  

The exam includes multiple choice questions, short open questions, open response questions and 

extended writing questions. Section C will include 8-mark extended writing questions and Section D will 

offer a choice of one from three decisions assessed through a 12-mark extended writing question. 

GCSE  EBac 
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Progression 

Many Geographers choose careers in: Law, Banking, Accountancy, 

Marketing, Media, Management, Human Resources, Information Technology 

and many more.   
 

Contact 

Mr Ian Jordan, Head of Geography:  
i.jordan@mha.attrust.org.uk 

 
*You can only do both Geography AND History if you are working at or above in grade 5. 

  

mailto:s.stockdale@mha.attrust.org.uk
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History 
  
Undertaking this course will allow you to delve into the world of William I and his invasion of England before 
venturing into the Middle Ages to explore ‘Medicine and Surgery’ from c1250 all the way up to the present 
day! What did they do before anaesthetics? How did they combat infection without antibiotics? Discover how 
a single man managed to form his own dictatorship and bring the world to war for the second time! Uncover 
the Cold War and understand why watching ‘Duck and Cover’ was part of the school day.  
 
The qualification has been designed to help you become a critical and reflective thinker with an enquiring 
mind! It will provide you with life-long skills, knowledge and an understanding of how society has developed 
into the one you live in today! 
 

Awarding Body & Specification:  EDEXCEL  
 

Areas of Study  
 
In this GCSE specification you will: 

  
 Actively engage in the process of historical enquiry to develop you as effective and independent 

learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 

 Develop your knowledge and coherent understanding of selected periods, societies and aspects 
of history. 

 Develop your awareness of how the past has been represented, interpreted and accorded 
significance for different reasons and purposes. 

 Develop your abilities to ask relevant questions about the past and to investigate them; 

 Use a range of sources critically in their historical context. 

 Organise and communicate your historical knowledge and understanding in creative and different 
ways and reach substantiated judgements. 

 Recognise that your knowledge, understanding and skills will help you understand the present and 
provide you with a basis for your role as responsible citizens, as well as allowing further study of 
History at A Level and beyond. 

 

Assessment 
 
This GCSE has a combination of exams all taken at the end of the 2 year course. 
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

Written Exam Paper 1  
History of Medicine c1250 – present (20%) 
Transformation of Surgery (10%) 

1 Hour 15 
Minutes 

30 %  
3 questions (AO1,AO2) 
3 questions (AO3) 

Written Exam Paper 2  
The Cold War 1945 – 1991 (20%) 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 1060 – 1088 (20%) 

1 Hour 45 
Minutes 

40 % 
3 questions (AO1 and AO2) 

Written Exam Paper 3 
Nazi Germany 1918 – 1939 (20%) 

1 Hour 15 
Minutes 

30 % 
6 questions(AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4) 

 

Assessment Objectives: AO1- Factual Recall, AO2- Consequence Continuity and Change, AO3- Analysis 

of Sources, AO4- Historical Enquiry and Reaching Judgement 

 

 

GCSE  EBac 
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Progression 

History at GCSE opens up A Level courses in English Literature and 
Language, Law, Media Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Politics, 
Philosophy and Performance Studies.  In terms of degrees it has strong 
links to Law, English Literature, Economics and Politics with many 
universities offering Joint Honours degrees in these subjects.  It is also 
strongly associated with Journalism, Media and Education.  
  
It is true that History lends itself more easily to reading/writing/research 
based careers like Law and Journalism, but there is no reason why History 
shouldn't fit with any career ambition.  History is an academic subject and 
one of the subjects that comprise the new English Baccalaureate; as such 
it is respected by employers, colleges and universities alike.  

 
Contact 
 
Ms J Craine, Head of Humanities 
j.craine@mha.attrust.org.uk 
 

*You can only do both Geography AND History if you are working at or above in grade 5. 
  

mailto:j.craine@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Mathematics 

Mathematics is for everyone.  It is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping students with the right skills 
to reach their future destinations.  The course is designed to enable students to engage with, enjoy and 
succeed in mathematics. 
The aims of and objectives of the GCSE Mathematics qualification are to enable students to: 
 

 Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. 

 Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems. 

 Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions. 

 Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context. 

 
Awarding Body and Specification: AQA 8300                                                       

 
Areas of Study 
 
The content is common to all the exam boards. It is organised into broad topic areas with different weightings 
given to the different tiers as follows: 

Topic Area 
Foundation Tier 

(%) 
Higher Tier (%) 

Number 25 15 

Algebra 20 30 

Ratio 25 20 

Geometry 15 20 

Probability and Statistics 15 15 

 
Tier of Entry 
 
There are 2 tiers of entry: 
Higher: awarding grades 4 to 9 
Foundation: awarding grades 1 to 5  
A student’s level of entry will be decided on by their ability to access the 
higher content, particularly in Geometry and Algebra.   
 
Assessment 
 
GCSE Mathematics is exam based; all students will sit 3 equally weighted written examinations at the end of 
Year 11.  Each paper will consist of a mix of questions, single mark questions to multi-step problems.  The 
mathematical demand increases as you progress through the paper. 
 

Assessment Type Duration Weighting 

Written Exam Paper 1 Non-Calculator 1 Hour 30 Minutes 33 ⅓ % 

Written Exam Paper 2 Calculator 1 Hour 30 Minutes 33 ⅓ % 

Written Exam Paper 3 Calculator  1 Hour 30 Minutes 33 ⅓ % 

Compulsory 
GCSE CORE 
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Progression 
This qualification supports progress to further study at A level Mathematics.  A 
good GCSE grade in Mathematics will be essential for further study in Science, 
Economics, Engineering and other Level 3 courses. 
This qualification, along with English, is essential for all students as they are key 
life skills. 
 
Contact 
Miss C Moore, Head of Mathematics 
c.moore@mha.attrust.org.uk 

  

mailto:c.moore@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Modern Foreign Languages 
  
All students will be enabled to develop their communication skills and 
understanding of different cultures through learning a foreign language.  We 
currently teach two languages at Mark Hall Academy and in the lessons we aim 
to explore different cultures, languages and traditions.  We use different forms 
of media and teaching styles in the department to support and develop a passion 
for language learning.  We aim to generate well-rounded global citizens, who 
show compassion and tolerance towards others and have developed problem solving and thinking skills. 
 
Awarding Body & Specification: EDEXCEL  
 
Areas of Study 
 
We follow the EDEXCEL syllabus for French and Spanish GCSE.  Students are examined in the four skills 
(Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking) at the end of Year 11.   
 
The linguistic elements taught in Years 7, 8 and 9 are consolidated and developed. Students are taught how 
to manipulate and use four different tenses, to give both positive and negative opinions and to use a wider 
range of adverbs and adjectives. Real-life texts and clips are used to develop the students’ interest in culture 
and traditions.  Reading and listening skills and strategies are practised to give the students a chance to 
develop their independent learning skills. 
 
The final exams will cover the following topics: 

 Identity and culture 

 School 

 Local area, travel and holiday 

 Future aspirations, study and work 

 International and global dimension 

  
Assessment 
 

Progression 
 
This qualification supports progress for further study at A level French or Spanish. 
Careers using a language include international law, interpreting, translating, 
business, finance, medicine, education, amongst many others.  Proficiency in 
languages is highly valued and in high demand by employers and could be the 
skill that gives a candidate the edge in a job interview.  
 
Contact 
 
Mrs Cathia Akin, Teacher of French and Spanish Mrs Valérie Marzin, Head of Modern Foreign Languages  
c.akin@mha.attrust.org.uk    v.marzin@mha.attrust.org.uk 
  

Assessment Type Duration * Weighting 

Paper 1 - Listening and Understanding 35-45 Minutes  25 % 

Paper 2 - Speaking  

Internally assessed, eternally moderated 
7-12 Minutes  25 % 

Paper 3 - Reading and Understanding 45 Minutes – 1 Hour 25 % 

Paper 4 - Writing 1 Hour 10 Minutes – 1 Hour 20 Minutes 25 % 

GCSE  EBac 

mailto:c.akin@mha.attrust.org.uk
mailto:t.pierro@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Music Practitioner  
 

Level 2 Certificate in Performance 
 
This is a Level 2 vocational qualification and is assessed as either a Pass, Merit or Distinction. Students will 
develop their performing and composing skills throughout the course and will have lots of opportunities to 
perform. It is a requirement that all KS4 Music students take instrumental lessons throughout the 
duration of the course. Lessons can either be provided by the academy or come from an outside source. 
 
Awarding Body & Specification: Rock School (RSL) 
 
Areas of Study  
 

Component title Component overview 

Live Music 
Performance 

Students prepare and perform a set lasting between 10 – 15 minutes in 
front of an audience. This unit is externally assessed by Rock School. 
Students will engage with a full live performance project including planning, 
rehearsal, performance and evaluation.  
 

Composing Music Students learn how to compose a song or instrumental piece, reflective of a 
defined musical style using rhythms, bass lines, melody and lyrics.  

Music Knowledge 
Development  

Students will study the main features of musical styles, building a wider 
contextual and theoretical knowledge of contemporary music. Students will 
identify and analyse key stylistic and musical elements. 

 
 
Assessment 
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

Live Music Performance – Externally 
assessed 
 

Two months in Year 11 40 % 

Composing Music – Internally assessed 
 

Throughout Year 10 & 11 40 % 

Music Knowledge Development – Internally 
assessed 
 

Throughout Year 10 & 11 20 % 

 
Progression 
 
The Rock School Level 2 Certificate is a fantastic foundation for Level Three 
Music courses or Performing Arts diplomas, which can be studied at various 
sixth-forms and colleges. It’s also worth noting that CVs with KS4 music 
qualifications are very well respected amongst universities and employers 
regardless of what you’re hoping to study or work as, as it shows that you’re 
creative, cultured and interested in a broad range of subjects. 
 
 

Contact 
Mrs C. Mulholland, Head of Music 
c.mulholland@mha.attrust.org.uk 

  

Level 2 Technical Award OPEN 
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Physical Education 

This course will allow students to develop knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop and 
maintain their performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-
being.  It is a theory and practically based subject that will allow students to develop an understanding of 
the factors that underpin physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance.  
Students will get the opportunity to perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and 
techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas as well as understanding 
the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being. 

Awarding Body & Specification: OCR 

Areas of Study 

The course is split into two sections:    

Practical 

Students will be assessed in practical performance in three different 
physical activities in the role of player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a 
third in either a team or in an individual activity).  They will also need to produce a piece of coursework 
which will analyse and evaluate performance to bring about improvement in one of these activities. 

Theory 
Students will study several topics and be assessed in two terminal exams in year 11.  These topics include 
applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training, use of data, sports psychology, 
socio-cultural influences, health, fitness and well-being. 

Assessment 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

Practical Performance 
In three different physical activities 

Throughout Year 10 & 11 40 % 

Theory Exam 1 1 Hour 15 Minutes 30 % 

Theory Exam 2 1 Hour 15 Minutes 30 % 

Progression   

This qualification supports progress to further study at A Level and other level 3 
courses such as: A Level Physical Education, and/or Sport and Exercise 
Sciences BTEC Extended Diploma.   
Pupils can specialise in an area of sport or explore different employment roles 
such as sports coaching, fitness instruction, sports development, leisure/sports 
assistant, PE teacher, to name but a few.    

Contact   
Mr M Kimberley, Head of PE  

m.kimberley@mha.attrust.org.uk  

 

A change to this course may be made if it is deemed more suitable to the cohort who 
choose the subject 

  

GCSE  OPEN 

mailto:m.kimberley@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Physical Education 

Cambridge National in Sport Science 

Cambridge National in Sport Science helps students appreciate how sport science underpins sport at all 

levels. They learn about anatomy, physiology, injury prevention, improving personal fitness through 

appropriate training and diet, and the role of psychology in improving performance. 

Awarding Body & Specification: OCR  

Area of study  

Students are required to complete three pieces of coursework throughout the 

year. Each module above is made up of different learning objectives, which 

make up the piece of coursework. The modules are graded out 60 marks. 

Students will experience teaching in these topics before completing their 

coursework.  

Assessment 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

Applying principles of training  Throughout the course 25 % 

Sport psychology  Throughout the course 25 % 

Technology in sport  Throughout the course 25 % 

Theory Exam 
 

1 Hour 25% 

Students will complete a one hour written exam in the summer term. The topic of the exam is reducing the 

risks of sports injuries. Again, students will be taught the content throughout the year in preparation for the 

exam. In addition to this, they will also sit mocks exams at varies points during the year.  

STUDENTS ARE NOT ASSESSED PRACTICALLY DURING THE COURSE. PRACTICAL LESSONS 

WILL STILL TAKE PLACE, HOWEVER THERE IS NO FORMAL ASSESSMENT LIKE THE GCSE 

COURSE.  

Progression   

This qualification supports progress to further study at A Level and other level 3 
courses such as: A Level Physical Education, and/or Sport and Exercise 
Sciences BTEC Extended Diploma.  
Pupils can specialise in an area of sport or explore different employment roles 
such as sports coaching, fitness instruction, sports development, leisure/sports 
assistant, PE teacher, to name but a few.    
The Cambridge National is equivalent to the GCSE. The course is not 

considered a lesser qualification by Colleges or sixth forms.    

Contact   
Mr M Kimberley, Head of PE  

m.kimberley@mha.attrust.org.uk  

A change to this course may be made if it is deemed more suitable to the cohort who 
choose the subject 

Level 2 Technical Award OPEN 

mailto:m.kimberley@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Science - Combined 

GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundations for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity.   All students will be taught 
essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes, skills mathematics and uses of science. 
 
Awarding body, and specification: AQA  

Areas of Study 

The key ideas include:  
 

 Developing scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding 
through the specific disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics; that change is driven by differences between different 
objects and systems when they interact. 

 Science progresses through a cycle of hypothesis, practical experimentation. 

 Developing understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different types 
of scientific enquiries that help answer scientific questions about the world. 

 Developing and learning to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-solving 
skills, both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments. 

 Developing an ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the 
methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.  

 The assumption that every effect has one or more cause. 
 

Tier of Entry 
 
There are 2 tiers of entry: 
Higher: awarding grades 4 to 9 
Foundation: awarding grades 1 to 5  
Student’s level of entry will be decided on by their ability to access the higher grade content particularly maths 
and How Science Works. 

 
Assessment 
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

All written papers with multiple choice, 
structured, closed short answer and 
open response questions 

  

Biology Paper 1 
Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and 
response; and Bioenergetics 

1 hour and 15 minutes 
(both tiers) 

70 marks per paper 
(16.7 % of GCSE) 

Biology Paper 2  
Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, 

variation and evolution; and Ecology Per 

1 hour and 15 minutes 
(both tiers) 

70 marks per paper 
(16.7 % of GCSE) 

Chemistry Paper 1  
Atomic structure and the periodic table; 
Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; and 
Energy changes. 

1 hour and 15 minutes 
(both tiers) 

70 marks per paper 
(16.7 % of GCSE) 

Compulsory 
GCSE 

 

EBac 
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Chemistry Paper 2  
The rate and extent of chemical change; 
Organic chemistry; Chemical 
analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; 
and Using resources. 

1 hour and 15 minutes 
(both tiers) 

70 marks per paper 
(16.7 % of GCSE) 

Physics Paper 1  
Energy; Electricity; Particle model of 
matter; and Atomic structure. 

1 hour and 15 minutes 
(both tiers) 

70 marks per paper 
(16.7 % of GCSE) 

Physics Paper 2  
Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and 
electromagnetism 

1 hour and 15 minutes 
(both tiers) 

70 marks per paper 
(16.7 % of GCSE) 

Assessment Objectives: AO1- Knowledge Recall 40%, AO2 - Application 40%, AO3- Analysis of information 

and ideas. 

Key changes 

 Practical controlled assessments are discontinued. Instead about 15% of the total available 

marks will be based on practical skills 

 Increased maths element included: Biology 20%, Chemistry 20%, Physics 30% 

 Maths skills are for both foundation and higher tier students, at GCSE maths level 

 All assessment exams are now linear and at the end of year 11 

 
Exam grading system 
Grades 1-9 for single science (triple) 
Combined science will have a 17 point grading scale, from 9-9, 9-8, through to 2-1, 1-1 
 
Progression 
 
The GCSE subject content sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills for 
GCSE specifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics to ensure progression 
from key stage 3 national curriculum requirements and the possibility of 
development into ‘A’ level. 
 
Contact 
Mr D Hopkin, Head of Science  Mr G Butler, Second in Science 
d.hopkin@mha.attrust.org.uk   g.butler@mha.attrust.org.uk 
 

 
 

  

mailto:d.hopkin@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Science - Triple 
 

The triple course is designed for those students working at a higher grade in Science, and at least level 6A 
in Maths by end of Year 9, who may be considering further study of Science at the higher A level and degree 
standard.  As such, it is a very demanding course.  A higher level of maths and literacy skills are required to 
be able to access and complete this course successfully. 
 

 The course is designed to create an enriching, engaging and inspiring curriculum. 

 There is flexibility within the curriculum for teachers to have the freedom to plan creative and inspiring 
lessons. 

 The course focus is about developing knowledge alongside skills to enhance understanding, 
reasoning and independent learning. 

 It is a much larger, more ‘challenging’ GCSE with more emphasis on solving problems that require 
multistep solutions.  

 There will be new topics introduced in the new course and students will be expected to learn key 
mathematical formulae by heart. 

 There will be 3 sections of substantive areas of content: Biology, Chemistry  and Physics.  
 
Please Note: - A student’s academic profile will be assessed by the Head of Science and the Academy’s 
senior leadership team before students are allowed to access this course. 
 
Awarding body and specification: AQA 
 
Areas of Study 
 
GCSE triple course includes the study of all three Sciences 
and provides the foundations for understanding the 
material world.  Scientific understanding is changing our 
lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity.  All 
students will be taught essential aspects of the knowledge, 
methods, processes and uses of Science. 
 
The key ideas include:  

 Developing scientific knowledge and conceptual 
understanding through the specific disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics; that change is 
driven by differences between different objects and systems when they interact.  

 That science progresses through a cycle of hypothesis, practical experimentation.  

 Applying mathematical skills in calculations including trigonometry.  
 
 
Tier of Entry 
 
There are 2 tiers of entry: 
Higher: awarding grades 4 to 9 
Foundation: awarding grades 1 to 5  
Student’s level of entry will be decided on by their ability to access the higher grade content particularly 
maths and How Science Works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE  EBac 
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Assessment 
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade 

All written papers with multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer and open response questions 

  

Biology Paper 1 - What's assessed 
Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and 
Bioenergetics 
per 2 

1 hour and 45 
minutes (both tiers) 

100 marks per paper 
(50% of GCSE) 

Biology Paper 2 - What’s assessed  
Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and 
evolution; and Ecology 

1 hour and 45 
minutes (both tiers) 

100 marks per paper 
(50% of GCSE) 

Chemistry Paper 1 - What’s assessed 
Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, 
structure, and the 
properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical 
changes; and Energy changes. 

 

1 hour and 45 
minutes (both tiers) 

100 marks per paper 
(50% of GCSE) 

Chemistry Paper 2 - What's assessed 
The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic 
chemistry; Chemical 
analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using 
resources. 

1 hour and 45 
minutes (both tiers) 

100 marks per paper 
(50% of GCSE) 

Physics Paper 1 - What's assessed 
Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic 
structure. 

1 hour and 45 
minutes (both tiers) 

100 marks per paper 
(50% of GCSE) 

Physics Paper 2 - What's assessed 
Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism 
and Space physics 

1 hour and 45 
minutes (both tiers) 

100 marks per paper 
(50% of GCSE) 

 
Progression 
 
The GCSE subject content sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills 
for GCSE specifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics to a higher level to 
ensure progression from key stage 3 national curriculum requirements and 
preparation for students wanting to progress to ‘A’ level courses in science. 
 
Contact 
Mr D Hopkin, Head of Science  Mr G Butler, Second in Science 
d.hopkin@mha.attrust.org.uk   g.butler@mha.attrust.org.uk 
 

*You need to working at a higher grade in Science and at least level 6M in Maths by end of 

Year 9 to be eligible to study this course. 

mailto:d.hopkin@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Sociology 
 

We live in an ever changing society where change is possible and is happening all around us every 
day. This makes it more important than ever to study Sociology. Sociology is the study of society 
and social institutions such as the family and education.  Sociology explains how we are influenced 
by other people and agents of socialisation such as the peer group and the media. 

Sociology asks the big questions and examines connections within society. We live in a world where 
big changes happen on a daily basis and by studying Sociology we can start to explore why some 
of these changes take place and what the implications are for the rest of our world.  

This course is designed for students who are open- minded and inquisitive about how society 
functions. Sociology requires students to be well organised and committed to the subject, to be able 
to work independently but also to be able to take part in discussions on a variety of issues using 
evidence and research to support their argument. You should thus enjoy working effectively in a 
group situation as well as independently. You should be prepared to discuss theories and opinions 
from different viewpoints. A strong interest in current affairs is also useful.  

Awarding Body & Specification: AQA  
 
Areas of Study  
 

The sociological approach, Social structures, 

social processes and social issues, Families, 

Education,  Crime and deviance,  Social 

stratification and finally Sociological research 

methods 
 

This specification requires students to: 

 draw on information and evidence from different sources and demonstrate the ability to 

synthesise them 

 analyse and evaluate different research methods used in sociological investigations and 

assess, critically, the appropriateness of their use 

 analyse and evaluate information and evidence presented in different written, visual and 

numerical forms 

 apply their understanding to explore and debate the current sociological issues outlined in 

each of the topic areas 

 use sociological theories and evidence to compare and contrast social issues, construct 

reasoned arguments and debates, make substantiated judgements and draw conclusions 

 draw connections between the different topic areas studied 

 

 

 

 

GCSE  OPEN 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/the-sociological-approach
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/social-structures,-social-processes-and-social-issues
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/social-structures,-social-processes-and-social-issues
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/families
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/education
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/crime-and-deviance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/social-stratification
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/social-stratification
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/sociological-research-methods
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/sociological-research-methods


Page | 33 
 

Assessment 
 
This GCSE has a combination of exams all taken at the end of the course. 
 

The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives. 

 AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of sociological theories, concepts, evidence 

and methods. 

 AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of sociological theories, concepts, evidence and 

methods. 

 AO3: Analyse and evaluate sociological theories, concepts, evidence and methods in order to 

construct arguments, make judgements and draw conclusion 

 
 

Assessment Type Duration % of Overall Grade  

Written Exam Paper 1  
The sociology of families and education 

1 Hour 45 
Minutes 

50% (A01 – 20, A02 – 20, A01 – 10) 

Written Exam Paper 2  
The sociology of crime and deviance and 

social stratification 

1 Hour 45 
Minutes 

50% (A01 – 20, A02 – 20, A01 – 10) 
 

 

Progression 

If taken further, Sociology can lead to a variety of careers in areas such 
as Social Services, including social work, criminal justice system, local 
and central government, charity/community work, teaching, journalism or 
social research, as well as many other jobs and careers 
  
I studied Sociology at GCSE and A-Level, going onto to study Social 
Theory and Sociology with the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. 
 
Contact 
 
Mr C Kemp, Progress Leader for Key Stage 3. Sociology lead. 
c.kemp@mha.attrust.org.uk 
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Statistics 
 
GCSE Statistics will provide students with a critical appreciation of Statistics and its place in everyday life.  It 
encourages students to develop enquiring minds and become effective and independent learners.  With a 
focus on handling data and probability, students acquire skills in and understanding of statistical concepts 
and methods.  GCSE Statistics helps students develop a knowledge and understanding of statistical thinking 
and practice and how to use statistics in the real world.  

 
Awarding Body & Specification: AQA 8382  
 
Areas of Study 
 
This specification comprises the following areas of subject content: 

 Planning a Strategy: hypothesis, planning an investigation, 

experiments/surveys, appreciation of constraints. 

 Data Collection: types of data, obtaining data, census data, 

sampling, conducting a survey/experiment.  

 Tabulation and Representation.  

 Data Analysis: measures of location, measures of spread, other summary statistics, time series, 

quality assurance, correlation and regression, estimation. 

 Probability.  

 Data Interpretation: limitations analysis, inferential statistics, deductions, conclusions.  

Tier of Entry 
 
There are 2 tiers of entry: 

 Higher: awarding grades 4 to 9 

 Foundation: awarding grades 1 to 5  
 

A student’s level of entry will be decided in Year 11 based on ability to access the higher content. 
 
Assessment 
 
GCSE Statistics is exam based; students will sit 2 equally weighted written examinations at the end of Year 
11.  Each paper will consist of a mix of questions from multiple choice, short answer and a Statistical Enquiry 
Cycle (SEC) question. 
 

 Assessment Type Duration Weighting 

Written Exam Paper 1  1 Hour 45 Minutes 50 % 

Written Exam Paper 2  1 Hour 45 Minutes 50 % 

 Progression 
This qualification supports progress to further study at A level Mathematics, as well as 
other A level subjects such as the Sciences, Geography and Psychology. 
 
Contact 
Miss C Moore, Head of Mathematics 
c.moore@mha.attrust.org.uk 
 

 
*You need to be working at a Grade 5+ in Maths to be eligible to study this course. 

 

GCSE  OPEN 

mailto:c.moore@mha.attrust.org.uk

