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Term Dates 2019-20 

 

Autumn Term 2019 

Tuesday 3 September—20   

December 

Half Term: 

 

Spring Term 2020 

6 January—3 April 2020 

Half Term: 17 February— 

21 February 

 

Summer Term 2020 

20 April—17 July  

Half term: 25 May—29 May 

May Bank Holiday: Friday 8 May 

 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

SUMMER TERM  -  FRIDAY 5 JULY 2019 

Dates for Your Diary 

Monday 15—Friday  
19 July 

Year 10 Work Experience  

Wednesday 17 July Drop Down Day  

Thursday 18 July Sports Day  

Friday  19 July End of Summer Term 
Students finish at 12.30 

pm 

Tuesday 3 September Start of new academic year for students  

Saturday 21   
September 

PTA Autumn Fair 
(Stall Holders—£10; Entry Fee £1. Email the 

PTA with any queries PTA@mha.attrust.org.uk) 

12—4 pm 

Term Dates 2018-19 
 

Summer Term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April—Friday 19 July 

Half term: 27 May—31 May 

May Bank Holiday: 6 May 

 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s) 

 

We have had a wonderful week in the academy and have welcomed many parents/carers 
into the school both for the Summer Production and the Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Infor-
mation Evening.  We have also welcomed the Year 6 students to a day at the school and it 
was lovely to see how much they enjoyed the chance to experience their new school. 

 

Fundraising to raise money for the school to buy a  new minibus is still ongoing.  The PTA is 
helping with this and we would like to thank them for all the work they are doing, including 
helping with refreshments at the School Production.   We also have four members of Mark 
Hall staff aiming to do the London to Paris cycle  to help raise more funds for the minibus.  
See information on the pages below on how you can support them and also the PTA. 

 

Mrs M Hazle & Mrs V Butler  

Acting Co-Principals 

mailto:PTA@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Notices to Parents 
 

Library Books 
Can parents please make sure that any/all library books are returned to the  

academy by the end of this term.  Thank you. 
 
 

Message to Parents/Carers — School Uniform 
We feel it is important that all of our students take a pride in their appearance and to help support this, we have 
issued a uniform card to all of our students. This has led to a marked improvement in standards of dress code. 

 

Please familiarise yourself with it, as students are being asked to carry it at all times….there is a consequence 
for not having it with them, failing to produce it for a member of staff when asked for it and also for accruing 3 
reminders for uniform/mobile phone infringements. 

 

Again we do appreciate your support in this so please do talk to your son daughter over the weekend and rein-
force the importance of not only having the card, but also in ensuring that their pride in their appearance 
(including to and from the academy), not only reinforces the sense of community here at Mark Hall, but prepares 
them for their futures beyond it. 

 

We would like to stress to all parents/carers that trousers should be classic cut with no zips/trimmings, 
please refer to page 57 for all our Uniform expectations.  From September, all skirts must be at the cor-

rect length, warn to the knee and slim fit trousers will not be permitted. 

 

Home Groups for 2019-20 
Following consultations with staff, students and parents we have come to the decision to remain in Year Group Home Groups with three 

vertical HOUSES running through for the next academic year.  This means students will remain in Year Group Home (Tutor) groups, but 

will also be placed in Houses in mixed year groups.  The Houses will be called: 

ASPIRE (Which will be green) 

ENDEAVOUR (Which will be red) 

ACHIEVE (Which will be gold) 
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WAMs (Worth a Mention Awards for Mark Hall Staff) 
Mrs L Hunt, Guidance Manger (Years 10 & 11)  and Mr I Jordan, Geography Teacher received nominations from the Mark Hall 
Community (parents and staff). 

GOOD NEWS AT MARK HALL ACADEMY 

MINIBUS FUNDRAISING 
 
As part of fundraising for a new school minibus, teachers Rob Green, Eve Whittington, Mark Kimberly and John Mc Hugh aim 
to cycle from London to Paris - self-organised and unsupported. 
 
We will cycle with our school motto, Aspire, Endeavour, Achieve in mind...  imagine the possibilities if we were to make this 
minibus happen. Yours in hope. #TeamMHA 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mark-hall-academy-london-2-paris-cycle 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/mark-hall-academy-london-2-paris-cycle
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Dear Students and Parents, 
 
The Mark Hall Academy PTA is delighted to announce our first fundraiser for the 
Academy’s new minibus.  ExL Young Driver Centre has very kindly donated 5 
vouchers (one per year group) for a one hour driving lesson at their off-road track 
in Edinburgh Way. 
 
All students are able to receive a driving lesson.  
 
These vouchers will be raffled at £5 per ticket and the draw will be open to all year 
groups attending Mark Hall Academy and the lucky winners will be announced 
during the last week of assemblies of this academic year.  The winners’ names 
will also be posted on the bulletin and website. 
 
The lesson will be tailored to students’ own skill level and may include approach-
ing junctions, roundabouts, gear changes and manoeuvres.  Don’t worry if your 
son/daughter is not very tall:  the instructor can help with the pedals.  You can find 
out more on Facebook:  EXL Young Driver Centre. 
 
If you would like the chance for your son/daughter to win one of these vouchers, 
please complete and return the form below to Mrs Butler. The deadline for slips 
to be returned will be the 28th June 2019. 
 
Please do not send any money at this stage.  Once we have received your com-
pleted form, one of the PTA members will contact you by email with payment de-
tails and a reference number to be quoted on your bank transfer.  When payment 
is received your name will be entered into the draw. 
 
We hope that you are as excited about this amazing opportunity as we are.  If this 
raffle works well and is popular, we and ExL hope to make it an on-going, termly 
event.   
 
This is a fantastic way to launch our PTA and the minibus fund. 
 
If you would like to join the MHA PTA, please tick the box on the form below. 

Good luck! 

The MHA PTA   

PTA@mha.attrust.org.uk 

 
———————————————————————————————————- 
Student Name……………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Home Group…………….……… 
EXL YOUNG DRIVER RAFFLE - £5 PER TICKET. 

Signed (Parent/carer)………………………………………………………………..  

Date………………………….……… 

Email address…………………………………………………………………………… 
Please send me more details about the MHA PTA 

Dear Parents/Carers, please go on the link 
below to support our GoFundMe campaign, 
Mark Hall minibus... we have £20,000 to 
raise, please donate generously for our stu-
dents:  
 
https://www.gofundme.com/mark-hall-

News, Events & Fundraising 

Old School Uniform 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, especially those of Year 11 
students.  The members of  Mark Hall’s  PTA would 
be very grateful if you would kindly consider donat-
ing your child’s old school uniform after they have 
grown out of it or in the case of Year 11 left Mark 
Hall Academy.  The PTA will be setting up a second
-hand uniform stall for our forthcoming Year 7 stu-
dents.  The school uniform can be left at Reception. 

Thank you. 

Dear all, 
 
The PTA need your help. 
 
We need bakes, cakes, biscuits, sweets and treats 
as donations for our refreshment stall next week. 
 
What: PTA refreshment stall 
When: Thursday and Friday evening next week 
(July 4th and 5th) at our Annual Production ‘Little 
Shop of Horrors’.  Donations to: Ms Butler  
 
Every little helps  
 
Thank you...  

https://www.gofundme.com/mark-hall-minibus
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                                                   Meteor Club                                                               

Monday to Friday in the LRC  
                                    3.10pm to 5.20pm 

An opportunity for all year groups to get their homework done with support and resources to help. 

Free activity of the week is offered once homework is complete, so you can get creative and so-

cialise with students that are not normally in your friendship groups. 

Friday - week 2, a film will be shown for you to relax with at the end of the week if you so wish, of 

course there is still the option to complete homework. Friday – week 1, is the opportunity to write 

reviews of the films watched to earn rewards scaled to the number of reviews written. Full details 

of which are displayed in the club.        

                                                          

 

 

Film is Maya the Bee - www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-hmgX3jZIg 

 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-hmgX3jZIg
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Applications for New Governors for 
Mark Hall Academy 

 
Mark Hall Academy is seeking community governors for 2019-20.   
 
An exciting opportunity has arisen for committed local individuals to become governors at Mark Hall Academy, a long-
established and well-respected secondary school at the heart of Harlow in Essex. 
 
Mark Hall Academy opened in September 2013. It is proud to be part of the Academy Transformation Trust (ATT) and is 
supported both centrally and regionally by ATT staff. We are an 11-16 school and our pupil numbers are rising, with 93 stu-
dents in year 11 and 187 in year 7, and a total of 702 students currently. We are able to take up to 210 new pupils each 
year and we expect to be oversubscribed in year 7 in 2019. We are undergoing an extensive new build opening in October 
2019. The new school building, along with the Mark Hall Sports Centre, will provide us with state of the art facilities. 
 
Our catchment and socio-economic profile is as follows: 

11.2% of pupils have English as an Additional Language 
10.9% of pupils have a Special Educational Need 
0.8% of pupils have an Education Health and Care Plan 
29.5% of pupils receive funding for Free School Meals 

 
We have pupils from 16 out of 17 possible ethnic groups, and total pupil number have risen from 574 in 2017 to 720 now. 
 
Strong local governance is absolutely critical to our future, and so you will be joining us at a most important time. Your role 
will be to challenge and support in equal measure, and to bring your own professional or community expertise to bear in 
enriching the experience of and opportunities for our pupils. 
 
You can find more details about the role in the following document, but we strongly urge you to apply as we know you will 
find this a fulfilling role. 
 
The role of governor is unpaid, although reasonable travel expenses will of course be covered. You will need to attend six 
meetings a year (usually 6pm at the Academy) and it would also help if you are able to spend additional time in the school 
supporting myself and our dedicated staff to do a great job. 
 
We look forward to receiving your application.  The application forms are on our website. 
 
Manjit Hazle and Victoria Butler 
Co-Principals (Acting) 
 
 
About Mark Hall Academy 
Our motto is ‘Aspire, Endeavour, Achieve’. We expect all our students and staff to have high aspirations for themselves and 
for each other. We expect students and staff to have the courage to work exceptionally hard, such that in time we can cele-
brate and share great achievements together. As an academy we will equip all our students with the skills, attributes and 
qualifications to progress to college, university, employment and happy, successful lives. Education has the power to open 
doors and transform lives and that is what we aim to do here. 
 
The Academy is part of the Academy Transformation Trust (ATT) who are a leading multi academy trust committed to 
transforming the learning opportunities and aspirations for its students and the communities in which they live. ATT believes 
that by embracing the 7 ‘Nolan Principles’ of public service of public life (Selflessness, Integrity, Objectivity, Accountability, 
Openness, Honesty and Leadership) that we can transform lives. We are committed to playing our part in giving young peo-
ple the education and opportunities they need to succeed in a changing world. 
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ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 
 

STUDENTS ARRIVING TO THE ACADEMY 

Just a reminder that all students must enter the Academy via the London Road entrance by 08:40am.  

Students arriving by car must be dropped off in the Sports Centre car park. 

Students must not be dropped off by car at the main school entrance except for known arrangements already 
agreed by the Academy. 

 

STUDENTS ARRIVING LATE TO THE ACADEMY 

We expect all students to be punctual. If your child is late they must still enter the Academy via the London Road 
entrance up to 08:55am where a member of staff will take their name and a C3 detention may be issued. Late 
arrivals by car should also be dropped off in the Sports Centre car park.  They should then walk to the London 
Road entrance. 

 

Arrivals after 08:55am – Students should enter via the Main Academy with a written/ phone message reason for 
being late from a parent/carer.  

 

Students who persistently arrive late to the Academy will be referred to our 

Attendance Consultants. 

 

REPORTING THE ABSENCE OF YOUR CHILD 

To inform us that your child will be absent we ask that you telephone the school on 01279 866280 and press Op-
tion 4 for the absence line/Attendance Officer.  For safeguarding reasons we ask that you report your 
child absent at the start of the school day, preferably by 08:00am.  

 

For safeguarding reasons, we check any unreported absences daily and you will receive a text or email 
from the Attendance Officer if you have not telephoned the student absence line. 

 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS 

If you child has a medical/dental appointment, please inform the Attendance Officer via the absence line prior to 
the appointment.  

 

ATTENDANCE MONITORING 

All student’s attendance is monitored every week.  Should we have any concerns, you will be contacted by our  

Attendance Consultants who may invite you in for a meeting.  The Academy has issued a number of pen-
alty fines this year for irregular attendance and holidays in term time so we cannot stress enough how important it 
is for your child to attend well.  We want your child to achieve and attendance is an extremely important factor. 
Government Research has shown that where attendance levels fall below 95% a students’ academic perfor-
mance and achievement is badly affected. 

 

Thanking you all in anticipation of your support. 

 

Regards 

 

Mrs P Lane 

Attendance Officer 
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E.C.S Pupil Attendance Services Ltd  
 

ADVICE LINE FOR PARENTS 
 

Launching on 10th June 2019 at Mark Hall Acade-
my  

 
Do you feel like your child doesn’t listen? 
Are you worried about your child’s behaviour? 
Is this affecting your child’s attendance at school? 
Would you like to know more about how absences can im-
pact on your child’s learning? 
Does your child have problems arriving at school on time? 
 
We understand that parents/carers can sometimes want or 
need extra help or information. Parents often say that this helps 
them to be calm and confident, and in our experience, parents’ 
value and benefit greatly from the opportunity to talk things 
through.  
 

We are here for you! 
Asking for help on parenting skills or just confirming that you 
are doing the right thing, does not make someone a bad par-
ent.   Would you like free impartial/non-judgmental advice? 

 
 If you feel you would like to talk to us about any of the above 

or perhaps something else, we are happy to listen and offer 
advice.  

 
Please contact us on 01279 866 280 ext. 221 on any of the 

following dates. 
 

Monday 10
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 17
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 24
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 1
st

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 8
th

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 15
th

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
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Dear Students  

There will be a display of lost property in 
Learning Hub every day from 11.10am until 

11.30am 
 

You will be able to access this from the West 
Playground and there will be a sign on the 

door 
 

 As Mark Hall does not have room to keep 
Lost Property, it will only be held for 1 week 

before being disposed of. 
 


