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Term Dates 2019-20 

 

Autumn Term 2019 

Tuesday 3 September—20   

December 

Half Term: 

 

Spring Term 2020 

6 January—3 April 2020 

Half Term: 17 February— 

21 February 

 

Summer Term 2020 

20 April—17 July  

Half term: 25 May—29 May 

May Bank Holiday: Friday 8 May 

 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

SUMMER TERM  -  FRIDAY 19 JULY 2019 

Dates for Your Diary 

Tuesday 3 September Start of new academic year for students  

Monday 16 September School Photographs  

Saturday 21   
September 

PTA Autumn Fair 
(Stall Holders—£10; Entry Fee £1. Email the 

PTA with any queries PTA@mha.attrust.org.uk) 

12—4 pm 

Term Dates 2018-19 
 

Summer Term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April—Friday 19 July 

Half term: 27 May—31 May 

May Bank Holiday: 6 May 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As another busy and successful term comes to a close and we approach the summer holidays, we would 
like to take this opportunity to give you some updates and reminders. We would also like to thank all staff, 
students and parents/carers for their support and commitment throughout this year as we embark on our 
new and exciting journey for Mark Hall Academy. In particular, a special mention to the Parent Teacher As-
sociation for their dedication and support. 
 

For us, as new Co-Principals it has been very much about encouraging students to be the very best version 
of themselves. This means for us creating possibilities, achieving potential, putting learning first, persisting 
with a purpose and accelerating progress. Steve Jobs once said, “Educate children to be happy.” That is 
what we do here. 
 

Autumn Term 2019 

Please note that 2nd September is a staff training day and students should not attend the Academy.  
 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

This is a normal academy day and all students are expected to arrive at their appointed time and in full acad-
emy uniform. A reminder that we have a new mobile phone policy. Therefore, any mobile phone/
electronic device should be turned off and placed in the student’s bag before they enter the academy. They 
should stay there and not be removed until the student leaves the premises.  
 
 

Entry times: 

Year 7                         8.35am (at the Sports Centre) 

Year 8                         9am 

Year 9                         9am 

Year 10                       9am 

Year 11                       9am (lining up on the West Playground for assembly) 
 

Keeping Safe over the Summer  

Sadly, every summer, there seem to be news reports of tragedies involving young people because they take 
unnecessary risks and put themselves in danger. Please ensure you remind your children how to keep safe: 
Beach and water safety; barbecue safety; road and rail safety; on-line (e-safety); sun safety; keeping per-
sonal possessions safe, to name but a few. Essex Police provide a range of useful tips at the following link 
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/summer-safety/ and CEOP’s ThinkUknow is a really useful website for E-
Safety advice for all ages http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
 

We wish you and your family a very happy and restful summer holiday. 

mailto:PTA@mha.attrust.org.uk
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Notices to Parents 
 

GCSE Results-Thursday 22nd August 
 

Year 11 Results will be available for collection in the West Hall between 8 - 10am. 

Year 10 Results will be available for collection in the West Hall between 10am - 12pm. 
 

Message to Parents/Carers — School Uniform 
 

Many parents/carers buy new uniform over the summer, so please ensure you check our uniform policy before doing so to 
ensure that your purchases comply with our high standards and expectations. In particular, please note our policy on foot-
wear as students wearing incorrect footwear will be required to wear Academy plimsolls or study in isolation until footwear 
that complies with our policy is worn. Students should wear plain black shoes – no trainers or ‘trainer-style’ footwear. May 
we also remind you that nose/tongue studs and other forms of body piercing or visible tattoos are not permitted. Students 
are also expected to wear full Academy uniform both to and from the Academy – in the morning on their way in and after 
school on their way home. Trousers MUST be classic cut and skirts worn to the knee with no ‘rolling up’ seen whatsoever. 

Details of our uniform policy can be found on our website at:  

http://www.mha.attrust.org.uk/academy-life/uniform/ 

Timings of the School Day 

The next academic year is an exciting time for our Academy as we prepare to leave our current building and move into our 
new building. With this in mind, we have thought carefully about preparing our school community for the year ahead. Most 
recently, students have been placed into houses and we look forward to students having the opportunity to develop good 
working relationships with each other as year groups and houses across all years. 
  
To support with the smooth running of the academy and a focused drive on learning, we are writing to inform you of the 
changes that we are making to the internal workings of the school day. We are keeping the start and end times of the day 
the same: 8:45am and 3:10pm. 
However, the school lesson timings differ, and they are as follows: 
  
Period 1: 8.45-9.45 
Period 2: 9.45-10.45 
Break: 10.45-11.05 
Period 3: 11.05-12.05 
Period 4: 12.05-1.05 
LUNCH/HOME GROUP/ASSEMBLY: 1.05-2.10 (Lunch will be 30 minutes with 5 minutes of travel time with the remaining 
time in Home Group or Assembly) 
Period 5: 2.10-3.10 
  
Attendance and punctuality are very important. As such, please do support us with this by making sure that your child is at 
the academy from 8.30 onwards; it is very important that they do not lose valuable learning time, as lessons will com-

mence promptly at 8.45am. 
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Dear Parents/Carers, please go on the link below to support our GoFundMe campaign, Mark Hall minibus... we have 
£20,000 to raise, please donate generously for our students:  
 
https://www.gofundme.com/mark-hall-minibus? 

News, Events & Fundraising 

During the Summer break please keep in mind the 

Autumn Fair. 

We would very much appreciate donations of pre-

loved books, prizes for the Raffle and Tombola 

and nearer to the time,  cakes and biscuits. 

We are also happy to take donations of uniform that 

students have grown out of throughout the year. 

Thank you everyone for your support so far and we 

are looking forward to hitting the ground running when 

the Academy reopens in September. 

If you are interested in joining us or would like some 

more information please email us: 

PTA@mha.attrust.org.uk 

 

Have a great summer! 

https://www.gofundme.com/mark-hall-minibus
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MHA - HARLOW COLLEGE F1 ENGINEERING WORKSHOP 
 

Mark Hall Academy and the Changing Lives Project would like to thank 
Harlow College  for providing us with the opportunity to gain a truly eye 
opening experience in the world of engineering. The Engineering workshop 
“lit a spark” in the minds of some of the students … with many asking when 
they can come back. Below are the student’s comments on what they 
thought of the day. 
 
“WHAT DID I EXPECT BEFORE WE ATTENDED?” (A. Taylor – Year 8) - 
I expected to see students engineering vehicles and manufacturing furniture 
from wood in their study workshops.  
“WHAT HAPPENED? (D. Lambert - Year 8) We actually got to take part in 
a real college engineering workshop where we created our own F1 cars and 
raced them against each other! 
 “WHY DID I WANT TO GO?” (J. Steel – Year 7) - I wanted to go on the 
trip because I believed it would give me an insight to learning at college. I was also interested in 
Engineering; the industry could potentially suit my strengths as I’m good at doing stuff with my hands.  
WHAT DID I LIKE? (T. Chambers – Year 10) I really enjoyed the lesson as we had the freedom to 
make our own cars from painting to figuring out Aero dynamics which improved my cars race fast. I’ve 
never engaged in a lesson like this before 
WHY DID I DESERVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND? (F. Perry – Year 9) My behaviour and 
attitude had improved over the weeks leading up to this trip. I also scored the highest in the work 
related class room assignment in effort, content and presentation. 
 
FURTHER EDUCATION WORKSHOP – F1 NATIONAL ENGINEERING TEAM?  
We are grateful to be offered the opportunity for six of our students to attend a weekly workshop where 
the outcome is to create and engineer a small formula style race car for competition in the national 
championships. I have begun the selection process ahead of September. 
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ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 
 

STUDENTS ARRIVING TO THE ACADEMY 

Just a reminder that all students must enter the Academy via the London Road entrance by 08:40am.  

Students arriving by car must be dropped off in the Sports Centre car park. 

Students must not be dropped off by car at the main school entrance except for known arrangements already 
agreed by the Academy. 

 

STUDENTS ARRIVING LATE TO THE ACADEMY 

We expect all students to be punctual. If your child is late they must still enter the Academy via the London Road 
entrance up to 08:55am where a member of staff will take their name and a C3 detention may be issued. Late 
arrivals by car should also be dropped off in the Sports Centre car park.  They should then walk to the London 
Road entrance. 

 

Arrivals after 08:55am – Students should enter via the Main Academy with a written/ phone message reason for 
being late from a parent/carer.  

 

Students who persistently arrive late to the Academy will be referred to our 

Attendance Consultants. 

 

REPORTING THE ABSENCE OF YOUR CHILD 

To inform us that your child will be absent we ask that you telephone the school on 01279 866280 and press Op-
tion 4 for the absence line/Attendance Officer.  For safeguarding reasons we ask that you report your 
child absent at the start of the school day, preferably by 08:00am.  

 

For safeguarding reasons, we check any unreported absences daily and you will receive a text or email 
from the Attendance Officer if you have not telephoned the student absence line. 

 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS 

If you child has a medical/dental appointment, please inform the Attendance Officer via the absence line prior to 
the appointment.  

 

ATTENDANCE MONITORING 

All student’s attendance is monitored every week.  Should we have any concerns, you will be contacted by our  

Attendance Consultants who may invite you in for a meeting.  The Academy has issued a number of pen-
alty fines this year for irregular attendance and holidays in term time so we cannot stress enough how important it 
is for your child to attend well.  We want your child to achieve and attendance is an extremely important factor. 
Government Research has shown that where attendance levels fall below 95% a students’ academic perfor-
mance and achievement is badly affected. 

 

Thanking you all in anticipation of your support. 

 

Regards 

 

Mrs P Lane 

Attendance Officer 
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E.C.S Pupil Attendance Services Ltd  
 

ADVICE LINE FOR PARENTS 
 

Launching on 10th June 2019 at Mark Hall Acade-
my  

 
Do you feel like your child doesn’t listen? 
Are you worried about your child’s behaviour? 
Is this affecting your child’s attendance at school? 
Would you like to know more about how absences can im-
pact on your child’s learning? 
Does your child have problems arriving at school on time? 
 
We understand that parents/carers can sometimes want or 
need extra help or information. Parents often say that this helps 
them to be calm and confident, and in our experience, parents’ 
value and benefit greatly from the opportunity to talk things 
through.  
 

We are here for you! 
Asking for help on parenting skills or just confirming that you 
are doing the right thing, does not make someone a bad par-
ent.   Would you like free impartial/non-judgmental advice? 

 
 If you feel you would like to talk to us about any of the above 

or perhaps something else, we are happy to listen and offer 
advice.  

 
Please contact us on 01279 866 280 ext. 221 on any of the 

following dates. 
 

Monday 10
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 17
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 24
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 1
st

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 8
th

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 15
th

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
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