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Term Dates 2019-20 

 

Autumn Term 2019 

Tuesday 3 September—20   

December 

Half Term: 

 

Spring Term 2020 

6 January—3 April 2020 

Half Term: 17 February— 

21 February 
 

Summer Term 2020 

20 April—17 July  

Half term: 25 May—29 May 

May Bank Holiday: Friday 8 May 
 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 

AUTUMN TERM -  FRIDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Dates for Your Diary 

16th September School Photographs  

24th September 
Year 10 Information Evening 

(Year 11 also welcome) 
Two talks 5.20 pm and 

6.20 pm 

3rd October Open Evening 
5 pm—8 pm 

Speeches: 6 pm & 7 pm 

4th October Students in School for p2—9.45 am  

Saturday 21 Septem-
ber 

PTA Autumn Fair 12 noon—4 pm 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
What another wonderful week at Mark Hall Academy.   We would like to thank all the staff for their hard work and commit-
ment to the students and also the parents/carers for their support.  Our students have settled in well over their first two 
weeks back at school and we are looking forward to rest of the year academic year. 
 
The change in the timings of our  internal school day are becoming embedded and the students have coped extremely well 
with the changes we have put in place.  As requested by students, parents and staff we have now ensured that each 
House Group has lunch with every other House Group at some point.  We have also changed the lunches so that two 
House Groups go into Café 54 in the first sitting and one in the second.  Students have been made aware of this and will 
be altering their timetables in their profiles to reflect the change. 
 
As you know your child(ren) have been placed in House Groups which has meant a change to Heads of House rather than 
Heads of Year.  Please see overleaf for the names of the Heads of House and Guidance Managers for each House Group.  
Also overleaf are the procedures for contacting the school whether this is with concerns or to give us information.   
 
Thank you  again for your support and for ensuring that the students are smartly dressed and ready for their lessons.  Have a great 

weekend. 

 
Mrs M Hazle & Mrs V Butler 
Acting Co-Principals 
 
 



MARK HALL ACADEMY 

 

Aspire          Endeavour        Achieve 

I 

Contacting the Academy with Concerns 

 We would like to take this opportunity to remind parents and carers that should you have any concerns or matters 
that you wish to discuss with the Academy, that you contact your child’s Home Group Tutor or Guidance Manager 
in the first instance.  If you feel that your child’s Home Group Tutor or Guidance Manager are unable to help you, 

please contact your Head of House.  Of course, if you feel that you still need support, please do contact either Mrs 
Hazle or Mrs Butler.  Any issues which cannot be resolved by the Co-Principals will be escalated for the attention 
of Mrs Brennan, Executive Principal.  We will endeavor between us to respond to your concerns or other matters 

as soon as possible. 

Please can we also remind parents/carers that staff have very busy days and will not be able to see parents/carers 
without first making an appointment.  In the first instance a phone call or email would be appreciated and if needed 

an appointment for parents to come in  to the academy will be arranged. 

 

Mr A Ardin—Head of House for Aspire (Green) 

Mrs L Hunt—Guidance Manager for Aspire  

 

Mr C Kemp—Head of House for Endeavour (Red) 

Mrs M Warwick—Guidance Manager for Endeavour 

 

Mrs L Brown—Head of House for Achieve (Gold) 

Mrs Maragh-McPherson—Guidance Manager for Achieve   
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Dear Parents/Carers, please go on the link below to support our GoFundMe campaign, Mark Hall minibus... we have 
£20,000 to raise, please donate generously for our students:  
 

https://www.gofundme.com/mark-hall-minibus? 

News, Events & Fundraising 

https://www.gofundme.com/mark-hall-minibus
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                                                   Meteor Club                                                               

Monday to Friday in T5  

                                    3.10pm to 5.20pm 

An opportunity for all year groups to get their homework done with support and resources to help. 

Free activity of the week is offered once homework is complete, so you can get creative and so-

cialise with students that are not normally in your friendship groups. 
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Maths Challenge 
 

The winners of last week's Math's Challenge are Arthur Sullivan and Sophie Carey, Year 9 students   
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ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 
 

STUDENTS ARRIVING TO THE ACADEMY 

Just a reminder that all students must enter the Academy via the London Road entrance by 08:40am.  

Students arriving by car must be dropped off in the Sports Centre car park. 

Students must not be dropped off by car at the main school entrance except for known arrangements already 
agreed by the Academy. 

 

STUDENTS ARRIVING LATE TO THE ACADEMY 

We expect all students to be punctual. If your child is late they must still enter the Academy via the London Road 
entrance up to 08:55am where a member of staff will take their name and a C3 detention may be issued. Late 
arrivals by car should also be dropped off in the Sports Centre car park.  They should then walk to the London 
Road entrance. 

 

Arrivals after 08:55am – Students should enter via the Main Academy with a written/ phone message reason for 
being late from a parent/carer.  

 

Students who persistently arrive late to the Academy will be referred to our 

Attendance Consultants. 

 

REPORTING THE ABSENCE OF YOUR CHILD 

To inform us that your child will be absent we ask that you telephone the school on 01279 866280 and press Op-
tion 4 for the absence line/Attendance Officer.  For safeguarding reasons we ask that you report your child ab-
sent at the start of the school day, preferably by 08:00am.  

 

For safeguarding reasons, we check any unreported absences daily and you will receive a text or email 
from the Attendance Officer if you have not telephoned the student absence line. 

 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS 

If you child has a medical/dental appointment, please inform the Attendance Officer via the absence line prior to 
the appointment.  

 

ATTENDANCE MONITORING 

All student’s attendance is monitored every week.  Should we have any concerns, you will be contacted by our  

Attendance Consultants who may invite you in for a meeting.  The Academy has issued a number of penalty 
fines this year for irregular attendance and holidays in term time so we cannot stress enough how important it is 
for your child to attend well.  We want your child to achieve and attendance is an extremely important factor. Gov-
ernment Research has shown that where attendance levels fall below 95% a students’ academic performance 
and achievement is badly affected. 

 

Thanking you all in anticipation of your support. 

 

Regards 

 

Mrs P Lane 

Attendance Officer 
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E.C.S Pupil Attendance Services Ltd  
 

ADVICE LINE FOR PARENTS 
 

Launching on 10th June 2019 at Mark Hall Acade-
my  

 
Do you feel like your child doesn’t listen? 
Are you worried about your child’s behaviour? 
Is this affecting your child’s attendance at school? 
Would you like to know more about how absences can im-
pact on your child’s learning? 
Does your child have problems arriving at school on time? 
 
We understand that parents/carers can sometimes want or 
need extra help or information. Parents often say that this helps 
them to be calm and confident, and in our experience, parents’ 
value and benefit greatly from the opportunity to talk things 
through.  
 

We are here for you! 
Asking for help on parenting skills or just confirming that you 
are doing the right thing, does not make someone a bad par-
ent.   Would you like free impartial/non-judgmental advice? 

 
 If you feel you would like to talk to us about any of the above 

or perhaps something else, we are happy to listen and offer 
advice.  

 
Please contact us on 01279 866 280 ext. 221 on any of the 

following dates. 
 

Monday 10
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 17
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 24
th

 June 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 1
st

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 8
th

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
 

Monday 15
th

 July 2019  between 2.00pm and 3.00pm 
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